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moral perspectives: . |

Rev. David Strong

We have no choice
but to build trust

Trust is a most basic ingredient in
human relations. The first decision
which a baby makes is whether the
world can be trusted. Trust is also an
essential ingredient in business and in-
dustry. .

I remember my grandfather saying
that he would close a business deal
with a handshake, His word was trust-
ed by banker and businessman. In his
thinking, to fely upon written contracts
to do business was to distrust a man's
word,

Times have changed, but the need for
trust has not disappeared. As a meeting
of retired persons an announcement
was made that they would share rides
to see a musical, “as long as you
promise not to sue the driver if there is
an accident.” There was laughter in re-

nse to this comment, but the issue of
trust is still very real.

THIS INGREDIENT which is basic
to life itself is central in our religion.
God is one whom we trust. Abrabam
set out from his comfortable home to
journey to an unknown place because
he trusted in God's promise and care.
We might say that religious training
builds trust. We teach of God's love for
us and for everyone. We teach that peo-
ple, under it all are good, {o be trusted.

As we teach of trust we point out
that sin is the breaking of his trust. It is
broken progiises, estrangement which
can always be healed.

1 remember a friend who had been
married two times. He had experienced
pain in two divorces and be said that he
would never again get married. He
didn't trust a third marriage to work
out for him. This was one thing he was
very certain of. Yet many years later
he told me he had made a mistake. He
should have trusted the marriage rela-
tionship even after these painful expe-
riences.

We are able to rebuild trust. Why?
Because the presence of God within life
itself and within our religion helps us to
realize that in order to live we must
trust.

TRUSTING THE process and pur-
pose of death is the ultimate expression
of trust. We trust beyond a line we can-
not see. We do $o because others have
gone: before us and bave assurred is
that this is not only possible. It is neces-

'saryinarderlnlxveh!elullyandposl

tively.

“The amazing thing is that our need to
understand trust never dims. There is
never a time in which we have learned
this lession of trust and no longer need
o grasp its depths.

Recently a person asked me in a car-
ing way “Do you trust God’s love for
you?” Trust more
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than believing. It calh for decision risk
and a feeling that you will trust where
this love takes you.

How amazing is it that trust begins
as the first task for a baby, yet it con-
tinues to be a new question for every
period in our lives.

1DO NOT ENOW how we cannot but .
be angered and depressed as we ob- ;

serve the humanly created disasters in
our world. Nuclear was is an unbeliev-
able possibility. All the experts agre,
militarists and peace seekers together
that we are moving cleser to this possi-
ble destruction. Yet we build trust in
the midst of this horrifying thought.

We have no other choice but to build
some better level of trust with the Sovi-
et Union. They have no other choice but
to do the same.

The essence of religion is trust of
God's love for us. It continues to be a
challenge of faith and heart in every
aspect of our life.

gerontology
A. Jolayne Farrell

Grief does not begin
at any spe(:1f1c time

Dear Jo:

My mother died at the age of 64 af-
ter a long and painfol illness. Just
three months after her death, my fa-
ther married again.

I feel be didn't grieve for her at all
and his ontimely marriage showed a
lack of respect for my mother’s mem-

ory.

I am so angry with him that I can
hardly speak to him. Please comment
on this as the whole situation is tearing
our family apart.

Unsigned

The percentage of widowers who re-
marry after the death of their spouse is
much higher than that of widows.

You mentioned that your mother
died after a long and painful illness.
Grief does not begin at any specific
time such as at the time of a death.
Your father probably went through
something called anticipatory g;rie!.
This is when a starts to grieve
long befére the actual loss takes plar:e
Your father most likely has been griev-
ing since the day:he learned that your
mother would not recover from her ill-
ness.

Yes, your father remarried three
months after your mother’s death (I

will never understand ‘why months be-
come so important when associated
with marriage), and by doing so he has
shown a great deal of respect for ma-
trimony and this in itself is quite a
‘compliment to your mother's memory.

You also are in-the process of dealing
with your own grief. No one will ever
replace you mother in your life. Life
goes on for you, your father and his
new wife. Please try and use your ener-
gies not in anger but in some construe-
tive way and perhaps then the situation
will not be so trying.

Dear Jo:
Is there much research being done in
gerantology?
MB.

Yes. Both pure and applied research’
in gerontology is being done in a wide:

variety of areas including the biologi-
cal sciences, clinical medicine and the
*hehavioral and social sciences.

Communication of research informa-
tion in aging is viLal to the growth of
Man;
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