Assessors meet to fight
state’s hike in valuations

By 5“!].}“” ns Singer
staff writér

This year, because of chlugans slumping housing mar-
ket, Oakland County opposed increased valuations based on

Oaklan’d County assessors will meet today to determine
how or yf they will spread a 5.99 percent valuation hike im-
posed hy the State Equalization Board.

At a Lansing heanng Mcnday, the board acted on the rec-
the State Tax Ct to raise residen-
tial property Laxa by -nearly 6 percent, said Herman
Stephens, Ogkland equalization manager.
“We presented our facLs again, and we were denied,”
Stephens sajd.

ON BEHALF of Oaklznﬂ County residents, Stephens and

three counfy commissioners Argued that the state’s method

of assessirg all of its.83 counties on a 30- or 12-month mar-
ket study wbmhever is lower) of housmg sale prices is un-
fair. [

The smef 30-month study covers all of 1979, all of 1980
and the ﬁrs7slx months of 1981. The 12-month covers 1981.

state that use either 30 months of property sales
or 12 months.

Instead, Oakland used sales in the last three months of
1981 to determine valuations.

The imposed hike would mean that many residents will be
assessed more than 50 percent of their property’s true mar-
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Here’s how area members of Con-

gress were recorded on major roll call*

votes May 13-19.
HOUSE
NASA BUDGET CUTS — By a vote

of 169 for and 204 against, the House
rejected an amendement to cut $34.4

million from the aeronantics portion of
the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) fiscal 1983
budget. The money had beed added by
the House Science and Technology
Committee despite objections from the
administration and its allies on the
committee. The House Jater passed and
sent to the Senate a $6.65 billion NASA
authorization bill (HR 5890) that in-
cluded the additional aeronautics fund-

ket value, a violation of the state constitution.

“I WOULD advise anyone whose progerty assessment will
be over 50 percent of market value to write a letter to the
Michigan Tax Tribunal (in Lansing),” Stepheas said.

Stephens said the county will appeal to the Michigan Court
of Appeals.

At today's meeting, local assessors will determine
whether they must collect the increase from residents.

“They (mumclpal assessors) might collect the money and
rebate it if we win in the Court of Appeals,” Stephens said.
“If they don't collect it, how can they rebate it if that's the

ing.
order?” Rep. Larry Winn, R-Kan., sponsor of
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The Red Piate is the pertect way to acknowledge a
family member's special triumphs...calabrate a birth-
day...pralsa a job well done..reward a goal achieved

~..0F simply say *‘You are Speclal Today.

The Red Plata...make It a tradition in your family,
symbolizing the good and happy times. It will speak
volumes of love, when words just aren't enough.
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the amendment, said, ‘“The real issue
here is whether the House has the will
to make the budget cuts necessary to
reduce the size of our budget deficit.”

* Opponent Mary Rose Qakar, D-Ohio,
said cutting the NASA budget would
“deprive us of our leadership over the
Soviet Union in research and develop-
ment technology, and thus compromise
our national defense.”

Members voting “nay” favored
spending $34.4 million more for NASA
aerqnautical programs than the admin-
istration had requested.

Rep. William Broomfield, R-Bir-
mingham voted “yea.”

Reps. Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth; Da-
vid Bonior, D-Mount Clemens; William
Ford, D-Taylor; William Brodhead, D-

<y

A

Opponent Ted Weiss, D-N.Y., said
“the American people have a constitu-
tional right to know” the overall pnce 2
tag, and that the total Secrecy. is an«.

affront to the
principles of our country and should
nog and must not be tolerated.”

Members voting “yea” supported lhe
bill.

Pursell, Bonior, Ford, Brodhead,
Blanchard and Broomfield voted ,
“yea,”

BUDGET CUTS — The House adopt- ",
ed, 194 for and 191 against, an amend- .
ment cutting $30 million from the Na- '
tional Science Foundation ouuzy for
upgmdmg the quality of science and
engmeermg edm:aunn m the US. This |

Detroit; and James
Pleasant Ridge, voted “nay.”

SPENDING FOR INTELLIGENCE
— The House passed, 357 for and 23
, against, a bill (HR 6068) authorizing
money for the CIA, Defense Intelli
gence Agnecy, FBI intelligence acti
ties and the covert aperations of sever-
al other agencies in fiscal 1983. The
price tag was classified and kept secret
from the public, although floor debate
revealed President Reagan sought a
“substantial increase” over 1982 out-
lays. The bill was sent to the Senate.
Supporter Edward Boland, D-Mass,,
defended the secrecy, saying that while
disclosing a single budget figure
“might not itself by harmful . . . intel-
ligence is inherently secret, and any
disclosure is the beginning of an ero-
sive process.”
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!mns budget requesl hnt it nullified "
previous action by the House Smence,
and Technology Committee to raise the * *
outlay from $15 million to $45 ‘million "
in fiscal 1983.

Supporter Larry Winn, R-Kan,, said* i
the committee add-on of $30 million >’
was the “all too common” approach of
attacking a problem by throwing mure__
money at it.

Opponent Doug Walgren, D-Pa., said
one has “a great shudder for the future
of his country” upon comparing Soviet
and US. spending on science and math *
education.” :

Members voting “nay” wanted to °
spend $30 million more in fiscal 1983 "
on science and enyneerlng education.

Broomfield voted “yea.”

Pursell, Bonior, Fcrd ‘Brodhead and
Blanchard voted “nay.”
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ATTENTIGN SENIGR CITIZENS :
WE MCK UP AND DELIVER!

We have a special fransportation program designed just for senior
citizens. We'll pick you and nine or mare of your friends up af a central

location. We'll fake you grocery shopping. .
.or almost anywhere else you would ke to go in your
neighborhood. We'll bring you back, t00. And, you'll be able fo frave)
to the same place, at the some fime ond same day each week. We're
the SEMTA CONNECTOR and we're ready to serve your fransportation
needs. For more information about the SEMTA CONNECTOR Site-to-Site
program for senior citizens call 256-8765.
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