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Young filmmaker working in home town

By Donald V. Calamia
special writer

F

movie industry. Today, Belanger,
23, has returned to his home town to,
- begin work on his latest film, “Cal-
ARMINGTON HILLS RESI- endar.”
DENT Brian Belanger
moved to Hollywood a year
ago, looking for work in the

“Calendar” is a fantasy-adven-
ture film set in modern times about

STEPHEN CANTRELL/staff photographer

Brian Belanger has received a.grant from the Michigan Council 'o;
the Arts to create the film short “Calendar.”

a young man named Randy who is
bored with his everyday life. One
day a kindly old gentleman appears
at his job and gives him a magical
calendar as a gift. While looking
through it, Randy’s imagination is
sparked by one of the photographs.

The film deals with Randy's ad-
ventures getting to the location in
the calendar, and what happens to
him on the way.

“I began working on ‘Calendar’
back in 1980,” Belanger said, “and 1
applied to the Michigan Council for
the Arts for a grant. It would have
been a meager amount, but I got
turned down. .

“That was the best thing that
could have happened because the
second time I applied for funding I
got it. Now I can do the film the way
it needs to be done.”

BELANGER HAS BEEN told that
he is the only filmmaker currently
receiving funds under the Creative
Arts Program of the Michigan Coun-
cil for the Arts.

4] was really looking at a calen-
dar on a wall when the idea for the
film came to me. The story has now
had two years to grow and get the
kinks worked out of it,” he said. “It’s
gone from three outlines and two sy-
nopses to three drafts of the screen-
play to the final shooting seript:"

Shooting of the film will begin
June 19 and take about six to eight
weeks to complete. Locations cho-
Sen include-Franklin Village, Kens-
ington Park, Farmington Hills and
an unused portion of the Waiter P.
Reuther Freeway.

“We can get a lot of the film shot
on the freeway without having to
worry about being run over,” Be-
langer said with a laugh.

Assistance in finding location
sites has come from Michigan's Off-

ice of Film and Television and its
director, Bob Scott.

“ONE OF THE things I'm trying
to do with ‘Calendar’ is to delegate
authority to people who I-feel are
capable of doing their jobs,” Be-
langer said. “I wrote, directed,
filmed, scored and edited my last
film, ‘Suburbanites, which was
quite difficult.””

Belanger is negotiating with a lo-
cal cinematographer and an orches-
tra to work on the film. He is also
seeking additional technicians to as-
sist with the film.

Professional actors are being au-
ditioned for the roles in the movie.
Belanger has hired Southfield-based
Crossroads Productions, Ltd., a pro-
fessional theater company, to assist
with the casting.

“It's important that everyone con-
nected with the film be good, com-
petent and responsible or the film
will fall apart,” Belanger said. “I
feet I'm a pretty good judge of peo-
ple and that's why I've chosed a
group like. Crossroads to assist in
the film, and that's why I'm hoping
to hire the people with whom I've
been negotiating.

“We've all got to work well to-
gether to make this film a success.”

“Calendar” is being planned as a
12-minute short. However, the
young filmmaker believes it will
‘end up running longer. It should be
ready for viewing by the end of the
summer.

The plan, then, according to Be-
langer, is to sell the movie to cable
television and to enter it into as
many film contests as he can.

THE MOVIE is being shot with
Ektachrome Color Negative Film,
rarely "used in 16mm movies. This
will enable the film to be profession-

Locations chosen for the film include
Franklin Village, Kensington Park,
Farmington Hills and an unused portion
of the Walter P. Reuther Freeway.

ally blown up to 35mm for submis-
sion to the National Endowment for
the Arts Short Film Showcase,
which shows new films in theaters
throughout the country.

Belanger said that if it wasn't for
the principal of Thomas Behan Jun-
for High, who several years ago
spotted his creative talents, he may
not have chosen a career in film-
making.

“Sister Ann asked me to do a
short film of my choice, so I came

yvith a 12-minute seript called ‘In
:_%n,"' he explained.

“1 bought the film, which was a
major expense for a young kid like
me, and as it was a science-fiction
movie, I also built the models need-
ed for the show. I also had to use 2
tape recorder to synchronize the
sound to the movie, as sound film
was not yet available.”

‘The script for “In Vain" won sec-
ond place in a state-wide literary
awards contest. A second script lat-
er took the Golden Quill Award in a
contest sponsored by the same or-

. ganization for best overall entry.

With his interest piqued, Belanger
found work after high school with
Regan Productions and later with
Ed Lamb Productions as a produc-
tion assistant. He later attended
Oakland Community College, from
which he will scon earn a degree in
audio-visual technology.

HIS SECOND film was started
when Belanger was 19, and it took
two years to complete. Entitled “Su-

burbanites,” the film premiered in
March 1980 at the Farmington
Players Barn to a full house.
“Suburbanities,” a full-length
suspense picture, had an 18-minute
musical score which Belanger also
wrote. Conducting it for the movie
was Frank DiBlasi who had assem-
bled a 10-piece ensemble from his
Qakway Symphony to perform the

score.

Belanger then moved to Holly-
wood where he quickly found a job
as a production assistant with Rick
Spalla Video Productions.

+“That was an éxciting experience
for me,” Belanger said. “We shot
footage of people like George Harri-
son, Olivia Newton-John and Mere-
dith Willson. We even did a promo-
tional film for the new movie ‘The

uals.”

“The last thing I did before com-
ing home was to work on the crew of
the 1982 Miss California Interna-
tional Beauty contest. It was a live,
two-hour telecast. Needless to say,
it was a lot of fun!”

Belanger believes that all the ex-
perience he has gained over the
years will be put to good use in the
making of ,Calendar.” R

Film, he-said, is a visual art un-
like any other art.

“It combines all of the other arts
into a truly original and exciting art
form. There's nothing like it in the
world,” said Belanger.

“Calendar’ is going to be a light-
hearted, fun film. I'm always very
concerned about the audience when
I create a film. I want them to enjoy
watching this exciting art form as
much as I do creating it.” ~
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«2 days/ 1 night accomodations
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{ + Beautiful double room
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(tax & tip included)
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321 W. Lafayette, Suite 948, Detroit, Mich.48226

1B Beautiful indoor/outdoor pool
] C. Steaming saunas
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i} E- Exercise equipment
E F. Video game room et s Dbl hbredels
G. Kids room ($15.00 per night) Heiwehe's Mt 2?."1,'3{‘.,.. Dulebare
‘] H Bo Derek and Tom Selleck TeBullun Tmfmss Tuliialio Liwss
v The Sunsnit Roma Cale 1 s . Bloombi
i For 15018 {and the correct anewer) The Moaey Tree  Linle Hamy's  Win .S:I-l«‘n LaGuardia (Windsor)
Call 559-6500/ Toll Free 1-800-482-3440 . - -
- 2D )
MICHIGAN INN 964-2600 Egicuren Dining Saciety, Inc. REDFORD

el IR B

FAMILY
RESTAURANT

AND
PANCAKE HOUSE

LIVONIA  BIRMINGHAM

0001 Toegeacts TS Qrond M (o ) 90 Wemtrd (o %)

Ringsley

Voted Best Hotel Dining Room by Manthly Detroit Magazine

Qur iacilities are unsurpassed:

Gourmet dining for your conference of ten..or your
| wedding reception for 500! Bridal Showers, Bowling Ban-
quets, Bar Mitzvahs and every other important occasion.
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