State budget cuts: One vote

By Tim Richard
«staff writer

¢ The $50 million by which Gov. William Milliken
- last week cut the state budget was the price he paid
< to get the needed state Senate vote May 11 to passa
- state income tax hike.

That price was extracted by Sen. Thomas Guas-
£ tello, D-St. Clair. The suburban lawmaker switched
¢ from a red light (no} to a green (yes) to pass the 1
- percent six-month tax surcharge after helping de-
| feat it four times.

. “There is a good deal of legitimacy in those
« cuts,” said Guastello, a 40-year-old lawyer who will
* retire after 14 years in the Legislature to enter his
* family’s commercial building business.

© " The $300 million tax hike was supposed to be the
 final part of the package that had included an earli-
; er $305 million in budget cuts. But Guastello held
* out for the additional cuts.
4 He said there was “not a word” of truth to ru-
4 mors he switched to win a judicial appointment, get
* support for his bill to create a fourth district for the
« Court of Appeals or win an appointment as Sterling
* Heights city attorney. Guastello was interviewed
/ Saturday on Channel 7's “Spotlight on News."

AND TOUGHER times lie ahead, said Guastello,
. a member of the powerful appropriations commit-
+ tee, particularly foi colleges seeking to build em-

pires.

“1 think we could have gotten on without the new
University of Michigan hospital, The existing facili-
ty, with a little update, could have been a little
better without the tremendous improvements
there,” he said.

“I understand Saginaw Valley (State College) is
going to come to the Legislature very shortly look-
ing for a complete intramural building and
gym. . . . We've built ice rinks for universities in
the Upper Peninsula:

“We're blinding ourselves.to a truth that's com-
ing: In a state that finds itself closing elementary
schools, you ought to know that in five or 10 years
you're going to have to start closing colleges. We
just don't have the young people for the numbers of
colleges in the state of Michigan.”

A PARTICULAR Guastello target will be Wayne
County Community College, the only two-year
school in the state with no voted property tax mil-

“At the start, we said we'd give it a chance, and
they haven't been able to pass a millage. So we're
going to give them state support equivalent to a
millage. That state support has grown to $10 mil-
lion a year,” said Guastello, advocating it be
phased out.

“In the last few years, they have gotten very ag-
gressive. They've put campuses right next, I be-
Tieve, to some of the community colleges you cov-
er,” he said, referring to Oakland Community and
Schoolcraft colleges.

A “tragic illustration” of empire building, he
said, is that with warehouse space available in De-
troit at $10 2 square foot or less, WC3 felt com-
pelled to build warehouse space for $50 a square
foot. .

“I FELT like hamburger," Guastello said of the
first four Senate votes in which the tax hike was
defeated.

The turning point came at 2 am. the morning
before the fifth vote. Guastello sat in his ground
floor State Capito! office with budget director Ger-
ald Miller.

“We divided it into three categories — possible,
impossible and maybe. There were some things

cost governor $50 million

How county
is hit by new
budget cuts

Here is how Gov. Milliken's executive order
for $50 million in state budget cuts will hit insti-
tutions in’ Oakland County, according to Te-
ports to state senators.

In most cases, the cut will be made in pay-
ments due in the last quarter of the state’s fis-
cal year (July through September). Some
school districts, however, are due for no more
aid this year and will have to absorb the cut in
the first quarter of the next fiscal year. -

® QOakland University — $158,000

® Oakland Community College — $99,825.

@ K-12 school districts — Avondale, $13,152
(with $65,000 in aid still to come); Birmingham,
$74,000 (all from categoricals next fiscal year);
Bloomfield Hills, $52,681 (all next year); Clarence-
ville, $11,472 (§200,000 still to come); Farmington,
$71,000 ($16,000 still to come), Rochester, $51,405
(all next year); Southfield, $81,000 (all next year);
Troy, $62,000 (all next year), Walled Lake, $44,000
{nothing more coming), and West Bloomfield,
$30,000 (all next year).

® Oakland County government — $370,000 from
state shared revenue.

® Cities — -Birmingham, $11,783; Bloomfield
Hills, $1,665 Farmington, $4,524; Farmington
Hills, $18,005; Lathrup Village, $2,305; Orchard
Lake, $754; Rochester, $3,537; Southfield, $49,766;
Troy, $26,563.

 Villages — Beverly Hills, $3,280; Bingham
Farms, $232; Franklin, $524.

® Townships — Avon, $10,281; Bloomfield,
$17,568; Oakland, $802; Southfield, $1; West Bloom-
field, $8,436.

Here is the distribution of the $50 million re-
duction over the entire state budget:

@ Legislature — $1.2 million.

® K-12 schools — $8.4 million.

Four-year colleges — $5.8 million.

@ Community colleges — $1.5 million.

@ Revenue® sharing (counties, cities, villages,
townships) — $9.6 million.

® Departments of state government — $23.5
million.

that were palitically impossible,” he said, citing the
state holiday observance of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday at a cost of $5 million.

“We're the only state in the union that gives the
second-highest-paid state employees a day off that
they really don’t need. And yet politically it is prob-
ably impossible to eliminate it.

“yet I believe if Dr. King were alive today, he
would much rather the money be spent on educa-
tion and social services. That holiday closes down
every bank.and courtroom in the state. It's a big
ticket item.”

These catered events
have three things
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Whether you're having a formal dance, a busi-
ness meeting or a Bar Mltzvah, it's bound to
be better at The Westin! That's because The
Westin knows how to make good things hap-
pen..right from the moment your guests
park their cars for free in designated
areas. And free parking is Just one of
the nice things The Westin does for
you when you hold a catered event at
our hotel. We set the mood beautifully
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with attractively appointed surroundings, de-

licious food cooked to your specifications,

and attentive service. Qur professlonal cater-

ing staff will coordinate all the details so you
can relax and enjoy those good times.
To set up your successful event at The
Westin, just call our Director of Cater-
Ing, at 568-8400. You'll be surprised at
just how affordable a fantastic event
can be!
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Specially Priced...Limited Quantities

You've seen this
chairbed *T.W.
advertised by s
other leading
stores for up to . In Stock

. $119. Hillside
has made a
special limited Colors Avallable: Red  Green
quantity Yellow Violet
purchase of this Blue  Brown’
functional foam Orange
{urniture .
covered in
durable nylon
and offers it at

$69 each. Hurry,
quantities are
limited at this
low price!

a
Answer: When it opens to make a bed!

Theloicly (ortrarporug‘%e = —
hiliside furniture shan open
of Bloomfield Hilly
Manufactured by: Comer of Woodward and Square Lake Rd.
358-3399 or 334-4745

Shadow Interiors no sales to de

Mon. Tues.. Thurs.. Fii. 109 @ Weds . Sat. 10-5 @ Sunday 12:5

*Limit 2 per customer...

Déliveryavallable at minimal charge

alers
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The Man’s Shop,

shirts an® othier ess&rtials

* Oxford dress shirts, rcg. 18.50, 14.99

Our own bulton-down in white, blue or ecru coMon-polyester.

Summer ties, rcg8.50 and 12.50. 6.99 and 7.99

Shantung silks in striped red, navy or Burgundy, reg. 12.50, 7.99

Madros plaid Indion coffons, not shown, reg. 8.50. 6.99

Plus—Pincord sportshirts, reg. 20.00. 14.99

classic with bulton-down or straight collor, blve, pink or yellow. S, M, L, XL.

Seersucker knit shirts, rcg. 20.00. 15.99

Our own knitted white collar ond placket shirt

in blue, pink, fifoc, beige, yellow cotton-polyester. S, M, L, XL.

Striped. kimono robes, rcg. 37.30. 29.99

Lightweight cotfon-polyester in blue, beige, grey. One size.

Short pajamas, reg. 15.00, 11.99

Our own short-sleeve, short-leg batiste classic in yellow, green, beige, blue polyester-cotton. S, M, L, XL.
.

Fabric belts, reg. 12.50, 9.99

Woal solids or cofton strelch siripes, with leather detail, 32 to 40.

Qur own poly

Selected collections; not every style in every color or size.
Outtde our focol delivery orea, odd 2.50 handling chorge. Within our focol

delivery area, odd 2.00 oty if purchase is under 25.00 (exclusive of fax).
Sole ends June 3rd. The Men's Shop. tord & Taylor, Fairlane—336-3100; tokeside—247.4500;
Twelve Ooks:—348.3400; Briarwood Moli—885-4500  All open daily 10 to 9, Sundey 12 to 5

Memorial Day sale—
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