“It’s going to be expensive

Ability to pay

By Sandra Armbruster

"~ statf writer

2

1 . .
 Young expects the federal government eventual-
.. 1y to institute a reimbursement program based on

How much consumers are willing to pay for good

health may deterniine the level of future health
flable in Michigan and

That’s the opinion of Richard T. Young, who re-

cently was named president of the Michigan Osteo-

pathie Hospital Association (MOHA) and also works

.as vice president of Greater Detrolt Community |

Hospitals Inc.

“What kind of health care do we as a society
want and need? If we want what we've got, then it's
going to be expensive,” sald Youhg, a ‘Westland res-
ident who has spent most of his working lifetime in
hospitals. -

Young, now 34, began learning about health care
when he started working as a volunteer orderly at
St. John Hespital, Seven Mile and Mack, at 15.

“When I was old
enough to be paid, they
hired me,” said Young,

His study of health
care systems continued
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cost that will feature many of the pro-
vislons of Michigan’s program.

; Limiting the growth of hospitals in the future,
Young said, will be the stable population figures
and possibly the emphasis of the Reagan adminis-
tration on competition in the health care field.

“The competition idea is an interesting one. In
essence, as a consumer, you would be given a basic
health insurance package with the option of adding
better coverage. O, you could decline the basic
coverage, subscribe to a lesser plan and get cash
back, gambling that you won't be ill.

“Providers, in effect, would be forced to compete

for consumers, but I'm not sure they can insure
quality (under that plan).”

CONSUMERS, HOWEVER, can expect to see
area hospitals develop their marketing strategy

COST IS THE num-
ber-one issue facing hospitals, Young said.

“The cost of health care is very expensive. There
are a number of reasons for that.

“The cost of technology in place in every institu-
tion to provide certain specialized skills makes
health care more expensive as a result,” Young

to detefmin’e health care

with new services.

“Hospitals more and more feel that they truly
are community resources with opportunities to pro-
vide health education, health promotion and disease
avoldance.” .

A hospital is usually one of the largest, most
stable employers in a community, he said. Peoples
Community Hospital Authority, which includes An-
napolis in Wayne as well as four other hospitals, is
::led of the 10 largest emplogers in the state, Young

“We're coming to grips with the social role we've
got. There’s more to being a hospital than being a
Todging place for sick patients. If we're interested
in health, we ought to do the things that insure the
-health of the community.”
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Cable

TV

info session
- to aid public

1f cable TV has turned into a confus-
ing issue, an upcoming seminar might
help get the complexity out of the

wires.
The

of the

Southeastern Michigan Chapter
Community Association Institute

is hosting a seminar Tuesday from 7-9
p.m. at the Somerset Inn on Big Bea-
ver, east of Coolidge in Troy. The fee is
$10 and it’s open to the public.

Michael Kurtzon, a Chicago attor-
ney, will identify the problems that
surround cable television and offer so-
lutions.

Specifically, the discussion will ad-
dress problems that homeowners asso-
ciations frequently have after a system

is ope

rating: What can an association

do about poor service after the con-
tract has been signed? Can a new com-

pany

relace the original one? These

questions and many more will be dis-
cussed.

Michigan has the Jargest number of i
hospitals, doctors and does more medical education
for osteopaths than any other state, he said.
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said.

Young believes that osteopathic hospitals provide
health care at a lower cost than other hospitals do.

“Qur tendency is to provide more of a communi-
ty-type service as opposed to highly specialized
care. For instance, my institution (Detroit Osteo-
pathic Hospital) s the only one in Michigan that
does open-heart surgery.

- AR

L et

“The osteopathic profession is oriented toward
community medicine and family practice. Asare-
sult, our hospitals are somewhat smaller.”

The lower cost-per-patient of community hospi-
tals is one of the arguments their officials have
used in bargaining with the Comprehensive Health
Planning Council of Southeast Michigan (CHRC-
S|

EM).

CHPCSEM, a federally financed agency, is
charged with developing a plan to reduce the num-
ber of hospital beds in southeast Michigan. The
number of “excess beds” in the area is determined
by a state committee. .

According to theory, reducing the number of beds
in area hospitals will force some to either close or
to consolidate. That, say health plamners, ultimate-
ly will reduce the cost of health care.

THE MQHA has provided a means for osteopath-
ic hospitals to face the issue “in unified action,”
Young said.

“This is probably the most significant example of
our association working well. Looking at the group
of 10 osteopathic hospitals in southeastern Michi-
gan, we used their history of census (percentage of
beds filled during the year) and services provided
to come to a conclusion on what was our fair share
(of excess beds).”

The result was an amendment to the public
health act changing the formula for the number of
excess beds.

But there were other practical and emotional
problems with the plan to cut down on the number
of available beds in the area, Young said.

“The other big issue is why do I have to leave my

community to get the health care I need?” That’s

what would happen if the smaller, community hos-
pitals were forced to close, Young said.

“Everyone wants the best available, highest
quality, most up-to-date service when in need.
That's when (bealth care) becomes a personal is-
sue.”

THE OVERALL cost of health-care in Michigan
isn't excessively high, Young said.
According to American Hospital Association
statistics quoted in the March issue of Michigan
- Hospitals, hospital costs rose 10.3 percent for 1978-
80, compared with a Consumer Price Index rise of
15.9 percent. Michigan hospitals also ranked as
fifth lowest in cost increases. .
Community hospitals in Michigan ranked as hav-
ing the third lowest cost increases for the same
period, according to the Michgian ‘Hospital Associa-

tion.

Still, hospital administrators are asking “Are
there ways to lower the costs and still maintain the
quality of service,” said Young. “The answer is
probably no. ’

“The dilemma is what do you eliminate, cost-

- wise, that will impact quality the least.”

YOUNG BELIEVES Michigan stands out in cost
containment because of a Blue Cross prospective
reimbursement program.

“We think it has been very effective (in holding
down costs). Currently, the federal government is
considering a similar program for Medicare that
would reduce our payments by 2 t. There-
:;3; we would be paid 98 percent of what it costs

provide

bealth care. ;
Mt doesn't take a whole lot to figure out that's
ndfoo workable.”

Bank coming to OCC

-

Pudents at Oakland Community College's Or-
4 Ridge caropus in Farmington Hills soon will
ble to make transactions at & Michigan Nation-

al: automatic teller machine on campus. The

m¥hine will enable students affitated with MNB to
mgpke seven basic banking functions.

allowing the use of the facilities, OCC will
reselve $200-per mionth rent, and in any month

when the total number of transactions equals 5,00,

thifcollege will receive an additional amount equal

:ﬁv&_n_mu for each deposit and two ceats for

 withdrawl.
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