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How much consumers are willing to
pay for good health may determine the
* level of future health care available in

Mi and elsewhere.

That's the opinion.of Richard T.

Young, who tly was named presi-

chigan Osteopathic Hos-
pital Assoclation (MOHA) and also
works as vice president of Greater De-
troit Community Hospitals Inc.

“What kind of health care do we asa
soclety want and need? If we want
what we've got, then it's going to be
expensive,” sald Young,”a Westland
resident who has spent most of his
working lifetime in hospitals.

Young, now 34, began learning about
health care when he started working as
a volunteer orderly at St. John Hospi-
tal, Seven Mile and Mack, at 15.

“When I was old enough to be paid,
they hired me,” said Young.

His study of health care systems con-
tinued at Columbia University, New
York, where he received a master’s de-
gree in hospital administration in 1972.

Now he works as the general mana-
ger for Detroit Osteopathic Hospital, a
305-bed facility in Highland Park, and
represénts the two dozen osteopathic
hospitals in the state as MOHA’s presi-
dent.

b

0OST IS THE number-one issue fac-
ing hospitals, Young said.

“The cost of health care is very ex-
pensive. There are a number of reasons
for that. »

“The cost of technology in place in
every institution to provide certain
: specialized skills makes health care
more expensive as a result,” Young
sal

d. .
Young believes thalioswopathic hos-

_?Zﬂulity.to pay will count
Health care costs to increase

pitals provide health care at a lower
cost than other hospitdls do.

“QOur tendency I8 to provide more of
a community-type service as opposed
to highly care. For in-
stance, my institution (Detroit Osteo-
pathic Hospital) is the only one in Mich-
igan that does open-heart surgery.

““The osteopathic profession is orient-
ed toward community medicine and
family practice. As a result, our hospi-
tals are somewhat smaller.”

‘The lower cost-per-patient of com-
munity hospitals is one of the argu-
ments their afficials have used in bar-
gaining with the Comprehensive Health
Planning Council of Southeast Michi-
gan (CHPC-SEM).

CHPC-SEM,
agency, is charged with developing a
plan to reduce the number of hospital
beds in southeast Michigan. The num-
ber of “excess beds” in the area is
determined by a state committee.

According to theory, reducing the
number of beds in area hospitals will
force some to either close or to consoli-
date. That, say health planners, ulti-
mately will reduce the cost of health
care.

THE MOHA has provided a means
for osteopathic hospitals to face the is-
sue “in unified action,” Young said.

“This is probably the most signifi-
cant example of our association work-
ing well. Looking at the group of 10 os-
teopathic hospitals in southeastern
Michigan, we used their history of cen-
sus (percentage of beds filled during
the year) and services provided to
come to a conclusion on what was our
fair share (of excess beds).”

The result was an amendment to the
public health act changing the formula
for the number of excess beds.

But there were other practical and
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emotional problems with the plan to
cnt down on the number of available
beds in the area, Young sald. .

“The other big Issue is why do I have
to leave my community to get the
bealth care I need?” That's what would
‘happen if the smaller, community hos-
pitals were forced to close, Young said.

“Everyone wants the best available,
highest quality, most up-to-date service
when in need. That's when (health care)
becomes a persopal issue.” -

THE OVERALL cost of health care
in Michigan isn't excessively high,
‘Young sald.

According to American Hospital As-
soclation statistics quoted in the March
issue of Michigan Hospitals, hospital
costs rose 10.3 percent for 1979-80,
compared with a Consumer Price In-
dex rise of 159 percent. Michigan hos-
pitals also ranked as fifth lowest in cost
increases. N

Community hospitals in Michigan
ranked as having the third lowest cost
increases for the same period, accord-
ing to the Michgian Hospital Assocta-

ion.

Still, hospital administrators are ask-
ing “Are there ways to-lower the costs
and still maintain the quality of ser-
vice,” sald Young. “The answer is prob-
ably no.

“The dilemma is what do you elimi-
nate, costwise, that will impact quality
the least.”

YOUNG BELIEVES Michigan
stands out in cost containment because
of a Blue Cross prospective reimburse-
ment program.

“We think it has been very effective
(in holding down costs). Currently, the
federal government is considering a
similar program for Medicare that

out that's not too workable.”

Young expects the federal govern-
ment eventually to institute a reim-
bursement program based on cost con-
tainment that will feature many of the
provisions of Michigan's program.

Limiting the growth of hospitals in
the future, Young said, will be the
stable population figures and possibly
the emphasis of the Reagan adminis-
tration on competition in the health
‘care field. .

“The competition idea is an interest~
ing one, In essence, as a consumer, you
would be given a basic health insurance
package with the option of adding bet-
ter coverage. Or, you could decline the
basic coverage, subscribe to a lesser
plan and get cash back, gambling that
you won't be ill.

“Providers, in effect, would be
forced to compete for consumers, but
I'm not sure they can insure quality
(under that plan).”

CONSUMERS, HOWEVER, can ex-
pect to see area hospitals develop their
marketing strategy with new services.

“Hospitals more and more feel that
they truly are community resources
with opportunities to provide health ed-
ucation, health promotion and disease
avoidance.”

A hospital is usually one of the larg-
est, most stable employers In a com-
munity, be said. Peoples Community
Hospital Authority, which includes An-
napolis in Wayne as well as four other
hospitals, is one of the 10 largest em-
ployersin the state, Young said.

“We're coming to grips with the so-
cial role we've got. There's more to
being a hospital than being a lodging
place for sick patients. If we're inter-
ested in health, we ought to do the
things that insure the health of the

"

would red P by two per-
- cent. Therefore, we would be paid 98
percent of what it costs us to provide
health care.
t doesn't take a whole lot to figure

Michigan bas the largest number of
osteopathic hospitals, doctors and does
more medical education for osteopaths

Here’s why—

“ than any other state, he said.
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Independence
Village

Independence Village in :
Frankenmuth, Michigan, is a brand-new life-care* community
planned and built for people 62 and older: It's based on
INDEPENDENCE plus™ — a new and fulfiling life-style option
for active, mature adults. '

INDEPENDENCE plus™ :
i plan that

— a new retirement
leaves nothing out °

INDEPENDENT Lifestyle

Freedom to come and go as you please

Convenient health care, shopping and first-rate recreatjonal
opportunities e Housekeeping and laindry ‘assistance
Your main meal each day in the Village dining room
Apartment and grounds maintenance and repairs provided
Personal, home and community security

A spacious apartment you'll fike and be“ proud of

., T ’

plus the life-care* commitment . ..

Under terms of the Residence Agreemem.'it is Independence

Village’s commitment to meet your future needs.

Not only are you assured lifetime use ofA'your apartment;

you're also assured access to nursing care, if and

when you need it, in a quality nursing fatility nearby, where

Independence Village has reserved space. ;

* Life care is subject to the provisions of the Resdence Agreement

COMEVISITUS

Savor the Charm of Historic Frankenmuth

See Our Attractive New Facility.
CHOICE APARTMENTS STILL AVAILABLE.
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Independence Village apartments are mnye\_spacious than
most comparably-priced facilities. Choose from 1-or
2-bedroom, 2-bedroom expanded, and studio apartments,
featuring: e Balcony or patio with all except studio
@ Two baths in ali 2-bedroont apartments
« Air conditioning e Carpeting/tile throughout
o Usual appliances and utilities. !

Guaranteed Installation E

@olonial Hous

Since 1937
20292 Middlebelt Rd.
(South of Eight Mile)
Livonia
474-6900

Ty
FREEZE FUNERAL COSTS FOREVER

Funeral charges are frozen at TODAY'S PRICES.
Protect agalnst tomorrow’s higher prices.
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Michigan’s Largest
Pennsylvania House Dealer

L Open Mon., Thurs. & Fri. til 9 p.m.

Martin Luther Center is the social and architectural hub of
the 252-apartment Independence Village complex.

GRAND OPENING IN JULY
PREOCCUPANCY SAVINGS OF UP TO $8,400 .
AVAILABLE UNTIL JULY 1

Current Entrance Endowments
Entrance Endowments as of July 1, 1982.
Monthly Rentals ...
Monthly Service Fees .

GUARD AGAINST INFLATION

Who knows about where inflation will edd? An
inflation-protected funeral pre-paid plan fholds to-
day's prices.

$22,000-$49,500
$26,900-$57,900
from 317
from 178

SAVE—AS YOU SPECIFY

‘Guard against over-spending. Specily only what you
wish 1o spend.

PREVENT FAMILY PROBLEMS . . i
Independence Village, Inc., is a subsidiary of Lutheran Homes of Michigan, Inc..a

non-profit corporation.

CALL — WRITE — VISIT US TODAY OR
Hours: 95,45 15, st & sen;  THIS WEEKEND

or by appointment

' Save them the bursens of decision during times of
: stress.

Make A Grand Entrance
with ‘

, DOERS E!EDQEZFINETIHN@

6715 Middlebelt Road « Garden City, Michigan 48135
(313) 525-717%

All Doors Fealure...
'DOUBLE CYLINDER DEAD-BOLT LOCK

PROTECT YOUR
FAMILY AND

GET PEACE-OF-MIND

You don't have to pre-plan your funeral—but it's a
good feeling knowing it's dane and your family won't
have to worry.

PUBLIC AID EXEMPTIONS

1f you ever plan on public aid or supplemental Sacial
Security, set up your funeral pre-paid plan IN
ADVANGE, 56 as to be claimed at least partially
exempt. See us for details.

WiiLL
REDFORD?3450 Plymouth 48239
LIVONIA. 3700 Six Mile Roed 48152

FUNERAL
HOMES

SAVE MONEY

i

James H. Wil

| P Q 937-3670 oW « Steel Insutated Primary Doors 1 T IR
| $285 and up complete !;K:'( L.;Ké ’
. « Security Storm & Screen Doors | k¥4 ¢ .
: Send for FREE Booklet $350 & up. lw i ; The Alamo I Telephone or mail coupon for FREE BROCHURE
: o «Virtually UNBREAKABLE Lexan falKatiks and disclosure statement: ‘
E Wewantto Storm' Windows Coarlestonlan | :ggmf:;r::‘w“w (517) 652-4100 - 255 Mayer Road, Frankenmuth, M| 48734 ¢
. @ W 1o ’ - nstruction =
H Know more ALSO DISTRIBUTORS FOR ~;1llvy-[:udlél}'auldgllnlnges )
| v :
i Feboutyour ————— g TRAPP ALUMINUM DOORS, S e oSt Neme _
; WINDSOR GARAGE DOORS i e Address
i City State Zip -
i Telephone {Area Code) __— —— ———————
’ Age Single Married . Widowed :
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