.Local officials told

Bumpy roads for cars, transit

* By Suzie Rollins Singer
: statf writér

‘Transportation in Oakland County, either

4 by car or bus, is not going to be easy during
* the upcoming fiscal year.

“We anticipate a strike by our employ-

. ees,” said John Grubba, managing director

emands, and I don’t think things will get
tter.”

Grubba and representatives of the
. Michigan T ion Au-
~thority (SEMTA) told a group of Southfield
elected officials Monday that the road to
; transportation funding is long, narrow and
,.bumpy.

" “WE'VE CUT out our construction pro-
. gram entirely,” Grubba said.

" The road commission won't seek a fund-

” ing referendum this November to help ease
' its money woes, like SEMTA is planning.

' “We can't,” Grubba explained. “Our con-
stitution says we can't ask the voters for

“The board bas established a policy that
it won't borrow money,” he added.

SEMTA, ON the other hand, will face a
$41 million loss beginning in July if Presi-
dent Reagan cuts federal funds for public
transportation as planned, said Gary
Krause, general manager of the seven-coun-
ty authority.

It that's the case, SEMTA hopes to ask
the voters to help ease the burden.

“First we have to get the Legislature to
amend our legislation (Act 204) to make a
provision for us to increase our operating
budget by taxing,” Krause said.

“That may not occur this year at all, but
if it does then we could concentrate on put-
ting together a regional referendum.”

SEMTA’'S MONEY woes are no secret.
The authority recelves its operating budget
from the fare box, the state budget and fed-
eral oprating assistance.

“The president has stated his intention to
reduce federal operating funds over the
next two years and elimnate federal oprat-

- operating money. The. road
- uses money from gasoline and weight taxes
‘ to operate it roads — but that's down by
© $500 million.”

Grubba said the road board has agreed to
- keep making budget culs so it always oper-

ing by fiscal year
1985,” Krause said.

“Next year, our budget will be unbal-
anced by 15 percent for the second half of
the yéar (if the cuts go through),” he added.

Assuming that the federal phase-out will
occur, that state revenues aren't increased

from license plate sales and title transfers)
continues to be held up in court, more cuts
are imminent, Krause warned.

* If the request to the Legislature fails, or

if the referendum fails, Krause anticipates -
about two-thirds of SEMTA'’s existing ser-

vice will be cut during the upcoming year. *

Last March, SEMTA made major budget
cuts, including layoffs, which decreased bus
service 20 percent.

BECAUSE BUDGET and service cuts are
becoming a way of life for most public
agencies, John Amberger, executive direc-
tor of the Southeastern Michigan Council of
Governments (SEMCOG), recommended
several cost-saving measures.

“Joint purchasing through a state system
is a good Idea. Or we've seen it done
through cities or counties,” Amberger ex-
plained.

“Schoo! districts do the best job of consol-
idating purchasing. They buy all the
school's supplies and in effect sell them to
the individual schools,” he said.

“Public works departrhents in neighbor-
ing cities could share garages for vehicle
repairs, and some police and fire depart-
ments have gotten into joint police and fire
dispatching, which has saved a lot of mon-
ey,” be explained.

Money can be saved, but it takes coopera-
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_Takea
~dining room
home to dinner.

Or love seat. Or'_sofa. Or chair.

Lucky for you!

EVERY BEDROOM in our Clearance
enter.
Reg.$1.999-52.649 ... Now $999

EVERY HEADBOARD (Twin size).
Reg.589-5239 ..... Now$19.88

EVERY HEADBOARD (Full or Queen size).
Reg.$199-$499 ....Now $99.88

EVERY MATTRESS or FOUNDATION by
Sealy or Serta
Tuin Sire—reg 51395159 ... Now $69.95
Full Size—req. $193. .. ... Now $89.95
Queen Size—reg, 5239-5289. . Now $119.95
King Size—req. 5599.95. .. .. Now $288.00

12 ... COCKTAIL TABLES - glass and
brass, glass and chrome, glass,
brass and chrome. Reg. $399-5599

...... Nows199

53 ... CHAIRS by Drexel, Thayer Coggin.

La-2-Boy. Selig. Flair and Vanguard.
Reg.$399-5599 ...... Now $199

At Towne and Country Interiors, some of our best furniture
pieces are not always our best sellers.

When that happens, thése top name brands become the dis-
continued, close-out and overstocked items we send to Towne
and Country's Clearance Center. And mark down from

50% to 70% for shoppers like you who appreciate beautiful
furniture at bargain prices.

57..... YARDS OF FABRIC.
. Reg.$10-$25peryard . .......--
. ...Now$2 peryard

4. DINING ROOMS by Hibriten and
Bernhardt.
Reg. $2.999-$3.999

w$1,499

22 .... THOMASVILLE dining room
chairs, solid oak.

Reg.$219.95 - ... ..... Now $79
2. MARIMONT love seats.

Req.5799. ... ...... Now $238
4..... SOFA SLEEPERS (Twin size).

Reg.$519........... Now $199
8..... SOFAS by Selig, Marimont, Clark

Casual.

Reg.$799-5999 .. ... Now $298

sAll sales final *VISA and MasterCard welcome eEverything sold "asis”
*Pick-up or minimum delivery charge *Mo phone orders or layaways please

Towne and

Clearance Center

32031 Mally Rd., Madison Heights. ¢ 588-5800

literions

Friday and Saturday ONLY 12 noon-5pm

;a(s with a balanced budget. and that the SEMTA tax (fees collected tion, Amberger noted.
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Get an UltraMatic
Bank Card and
enjoy Magic Line

convenience

places like Tr:
Lans

The:

Like Magic!

At the banks of

DETROITBANK
CORPORATION

across the state.

It’s free with any checking account!
Now there are more than 500 good reasons to put the Ulra-Matic
Bank Card at the top of your summer list, because Ultra-Matic
is part of Megic Line. And that means vou can now use your
Ultra-Magie Bank Card at automatic teller machines alf over
the state 2+ hours a day. You'll find Magic Line locations in
erse City, Holland. Muskegon. Grand Rapids,
ng. Flint, Bay City and on and on.
> are more than 500 easy-to-find Magic Line
Jocations in Michigan. Simply look for the wiggly “ML”
Magic Line symbol, just like the one on the front of your
Ulta-Matic Bank Card. You can also get a handy Magic
Line locations guide at any of our offices; to keep with
vou as you tavel around the state.

Get vour Ultra-Matic Bank Card today ~it's
any checking account at Detroit Bank & Trust, or any
of our metro Detroit atfiliates. Ultra-d

convenient card that gets you money shen vou need it.

free with

fatic is the

Members FDIC

DETROIT BANK & TRUST, DETROIT BANK-SQUTHFIELD, DETROIT BANK-STERLING,
DETROIT BANK-NOVI, DETROIT BANK-LIVONIA, DETROIT BANK-TROY, DETROIT BANK-WARREN




