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Well, [ guess it’s my turn to eat
Crow.

Up to now. I had harbored the
opinion that Vice President Spiro
Agnew was'a pdsni\‘e menace, a
man about whaorm little if anything
good could be said.

But recently 1 read through a
speech he gave earlier this month
to the National Alliance. of Busi-
nessmen in Washington.

He had some remarkabiy sensi-
ble things to say to us suburban-
ites.

*“UNFORTUNATELY, too few
persons have recognized the need
or demonstrated the willingness
to participate in comprehensive
metropolitan approaches to the
problems in nur cities.” said Mr
Agnew.

*The suburban dweller who
turns his back on city problems
and claims that he should not  fi-
nancially contribute to their solu-
tion is closing his eyes to the di-"
rect relationship hetween the
economic \iability of his cournty
and the city. All of the profitable
beltway industries and the dra-
matic mercantile growth in urban
counties can be attributed to their
positioning around the city hub.

rTherefore. there is an interde-
pendence and an obligation 10 the
city that must be faced by the
suburban dweller whether or nut
he works nside or outside that
city. The cities have problems
but they are eveivbody's prob-
lems.

"THERE HAS BEEN the as-
sumption on the part of many
that because the primary prob-
lems of race and poverty are
found in the ghettos of urban
America. !LV‘E" solutions 1o these
problems Must also be found
there.” the vice president contin-
ued.. .

“These ghetto-oriented pro-
grams tend te ignore the geo-
graphic distribution of resources
throughout metrdpolitan regions.
Resources needed to solve the
urban poverty problem -- land,

money and jobs -- are presently
in scarce supply in the inner cit-
ies. They exist -in substantial
supply in suburban areas but are
not being sufficiently utilized in
solving inner-city problems...

~Ghettp-oriented programs. by
their exclusive concern with solv-
ing problems within inner cities.
are not taking advantage of Lhese\
suburban and urban fringe re-
sources. As a result. ghetto resi-
dents are denied the income gains
and improvements in housing
quality that would result from
freer access Lo suburban jobs and
land.™

MR.AGNEW is making a great
deal of sense.

There are’ plenty of examples
of suburbanites trying to help the
inner city in various humanitar-
ian ways. A team-of high school
students from Livonia has spent
many weekends helping rehabili
tate homes in ghetto Detroit.
Churches in Farmington and
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Southfield have had a number of
programs bringing volunteer help
to the inner-city.

But the real point the vice

president is making is that all -

these programs, good as they
may be, ignore a central part of
the equation: economics.

1 am unaware of suburban busi-
nesses helping inner-city busi-
nessmen to get started. Suburban
businesses do employ inner city
residents, but the flow is usually
construed to be of labor from the
city to the suburbs. for a day,
and then back to the city. Subur-
ban money and suburban land are
almost totaliy used in the suburbs
and not in the inner city.

We have closed our eyes too
long to the need for real economic
cooperation with the inner city.
As Mr. Agnew says, ““The cities _
have problems, but they are ev-
erybody’s problems.™

We need more thinking like
that.
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Northville Seeks Aﬂswers'
To Classes Year-Round

There has been considerable
talk but litille action 10 Western
Wavne Countv on the topie of
vear-round classes i schools

NORTHVILLE'S BOARD
voted unanimously o week agirto
put the vear-round school concept
to an advisory vote of electors on
June 8

You can bet vour last dollar
that the outeome will have the
atfention of chool hoards i all
septions of the stute. Many have
thhught of such action but ngne.
up to Northville. had the intes-
tignal fortitude 1o actually ask
the voters what thev thought

« School Supt. Rolland Spear
recommended the poll nuting that
only 30% of parents of school age
children have been surveyed. He
informed the trustees that such a

« vqte would give the remainder an

ogportunity to express an opinion.

} 1L will also give parents with-
out children in-schonl a way to
rdcord theif feelings.

f The wvote 1s strictly advisory
ahd informatory %o the trustees.
They will have to make the final
décision whether to or whether
nbt to implement year-round
school in the district.

"R 44E BOARD WAS quick to

péintsout that it is “'not commit-
tgd to year-round classes nor is it
endorsing the concept. It is only
epdorsing a study made possible
by the $19.565 grant received
féom the state legislature.

./, But the big thing: is that

b -

)

Northville is taking a forward
step tn a concept that may well
hecome part of the school pro-
grams in most sections

Practicaily every school
board in this area has talked
about year-round classes but none
has allowed the topic to get out of
the talking stage.

Theve have been studies but
all have been inconclusive for the
simple reason that none has
- reached all of the parents.
Northville's action in effect is,
asking parents to tell the scheol
bhard what they think of the con-
cept through the use of the ballot.

It will be interesting to see
how the vote goes. The results

. Carswell ' Is

The U. S. Senate should con-
firm the Hon. Harold Carswell's
nomination to the U. S. Supreme
Court quickly to put an end to
attempts to undermine our na-
tion’s system of justice.

Carswell's chief qualification
for associate justice on the Su*
preme Court is the fact that 50%
of his decisions as a circuit judge
in Florida have been overturied
by higher courts.

Furthermore, two of the pre-

sent liberals on the Supreme '

Court ought to resign_-immedi—

should provide all communities in
the area with something to think
about.

Past studies. all on a minor
scale, have brought back such
objections as difference of vaca-
tion dates -- a child may be -in
school when his pargnts have to
take the summer vacation.

Then there’s the ‘matter of
finding teachers who would be
willing to work in the summer
and then take a semester off dyr-
ing the winter.

And the constant problem of
financing. B

Perhaps many-6F'the answers
will come when the final tally is
made in Northville.
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Has Trustee
Boswell Taken
Wrong Approach?

Jim Boswell did everything
but roll on the floor and kick the
furniture.

- Boswell, vou'll recall. is the -

man elected to represent Livonia
School District on the board of
trustees at Schooleraft College.
There are many. many things he

doesn’t like about the college and

his job.

Last week, as soon as the
board meeting began. Boswell
grandly called the make-up of the
board “illegal and unconstitu-

< tional.”" He said he was afraid of
taking part in an illegal activity
if he continued to take part in the
board meeting.

He announced he would seek a
court order restraining the board
from acting until it is reappor-
tioned on a ‘“‘one man, one vote’
basis.

With this. Boswell stalked out
of the Schooleraft board meeting
barely five minutes after it
started. The board conducted its
business without him.

PRI

NOW, THE MAN has a case.
in this writer's opinion, fpr be-
leving the Schoolcraft board is
malapportioned. Livonia- School
District has about half-the child-
ren in the entire college district
but gets only one of five assigned
votes—the same as Northville
and Clarenceville. { which have
only 6 or 7% apiece, )

And now that the U. S. Su-
preme Court has applied the “one
man, one vote” doctrine to two-
year college districts, there is
‘excellent reason to question the
Schoolcraft voting districts. (So
far, Observer Newspapers Has
‘been alone in pointing out the
implications of the high court
decision to the local area.)

Tongue In Cheek (April 1) Endorsement

ately to allow President Nixon to
appoint George Wallace and Les-
ter Maddox as replacements.

Once, the court is packed pro-
perly, there won't be any more-of
this nonsense of the Supreme
Court reversing half of the judi-
cial decisions made in Florida.

How can we expect our
young people to respect the law
when the highest court in our land
destroys half of the judicial mon-
uments built by such a fine jurist
as Harold Carswell? '

It’s no wonder our young buck
the system when the Supreme

Man Of

Court continues to be a hindering
block to the lower court's admin-
istration of justice. . .
RPN
IF WE HAD MORE men like
‘Harold Carswell on the high
bench, there would be fewer rev-
ersals and circuil judges in the
South ‘would be confident that
their edicts will stand the test of
‘time.
Carswell has tried to mete out
Jjustice according to the wishes of
<the people in his state. But the
Supreme Court has flouted the
wishes of the people by throwing
out decisions simply because, of

K}

Trustee Boswell, howdver,
seems to be taking all the wrong
steps to corre_gl'the problem.

s x

FIRST OF ALL, it is irrespon-,
sible for him to seek—and it
would be irresponsible for any
court to issue—a restraining or-
der against the college board of
trustees. The work of the board
must go on. It would be better for
that work to be done by a mal-
apportioned board than for it not
to Be done at all.

Second. it'skdifficult to see
how Boswell, hs an individual
trustee: could_be liable for any
illegal activity if he stayed at the
board meeting and continued to
vote. What's more. he is unilater-
ally tryving te declare his fellow
board members guilty of a crime

before a state court has convicted

them.

Third, he deprives the School-
craft board of whatever wisdom
he may possess by picking up his
marbles and walking out like a
peevish child. -

Fourth. and most importantly.
the man who insists that Livonia
School District is under-repre-
sented is morally guilty of hurt-

¢ ing that district by, failing to give
it any representation at all. He
hurts rather than helps Livonia
by walking out.
. PR
THE LAST incident is part of
a.paltern of behavior for Trustee
Boswell. He has a habit of failing
to  attend board meetings and
sulking when .he doesn’t get his
OWR way. 7

He is a‘poor trustee, and it's
fortunate that his term doesn’t
nd until June of 1971.

Destiny -

the Bill of Rights, a document
which if ever enacted would de-
stroy present social mores and
probably spark a revolution.

It is' about time our courts

consider the wishes of the people
when administering justice in%
stead of relying on written laws
which often are idealistic and
quickly become outdated.

Harold Carswell can help get
our courts back on the right track
again and can prevent continua-
tion of the present lack of respect
shown by the Supreme Court
towards lower courts.

- EMORY DANIELS

DISSENT

View points expressed in DISSENT
do not necessarily reflect those ‘of
Observer Newspapers Inc., but are
presented in the belief that publice-
tion of all segments of thought on &
public issue is a prerequisite to
understanding and progress.

By Dr. George Donolan
Redford Towaship

The article “These are the Patterns for
a Child's Growth™ printed in the Wom-
en’s Section in the Observer newspapers
aroused my professional curiosity and
ire when I read."Thus I was prompted to
write this editorial in order to clarify
several misconceptions which could eas-
ily betray the lay public.

This article dealt with the hope offered
by the use of the Doman-Delacato pat-
terning theory for the treatment of
“brain-injured chitdren’” who were una-
ble to sit up at three vears of age, walk
or tatk. :

The Doman-Delacato technique is es-
sentially cajled “patterning."” By pat-
terning these therapists hope to induce
mental ability and muscular coordination ~
via eensive physiotherapy. This treat-
ment requires both professional and lay
people to exercise so-called ““brain dam-
aged” children through the normal
growth and development sequence.

WITH THOSE REMARKS serving as
an introduction, 1 want to speak frankly
of the misconceptions which are rather
apparent in the article.

This article categorically stated that
“‘until recently there was no hope for
them, (the brain injured children--paren-
thesis supplied by this writer) no place to
g0 They were faced with the prospect of
staying at home as a tremendous burden
on the parents or being placed in an insti-
tution. Now there is hope.”

One of the cardinal sins in reporting is
overstating the facts. Doman and Dela-
cato have offered hope to thousands. but
the reporter failed to delve beyond this
point.

Time: Magazine in its May 31, 198 is-
sue sounded the most devastating death
knell to the Doman-Delacato proponents.
“In no uncertaln terms, 10 major medi-
cal and health organizations stated cate-
gorically that patterning was 'without
merit’ and chided its fnventors for claim-
ing ciires without documentation.”

To add further to this soientific irres-
ponsibility.. Doman and Delacato with-
drew Jfrom.a Government-sponsored
study to test their theory. Therefore
after more than 15 years’ efforts to popu-
larize their procedures, Doman and Dela-
cato "have neither submitted evidence
nor participated in scientific investiga:
tion which would have substantiated
their excessive claim of undocumented
results.

WHAT ALSO BOTHERS me as a pro-
fessional edycator is the fact that the
Plymouth school district is seriously
studying the Doman-Delacato method.

This is especially appalling when both
the Wayne County Training Schoo! and
the Hawthorn Center for more than 25
years have been staffed by experts in
the study of the brain-injured and the
other behavioral problem children

How can we deny Drs. Strauss. Lehti-
nen and Rabinovitch?

Another important rhisconception is
related 1o the phrase “brain-damaged.”
Professionals working with children have
observed truly brain-damaged chitdren
functioning much like their normal peers.

On the other hand, a small segment of
the normal children have been exhibiting
certain symptoms of the so-called
“brain-damaged.” Then there are, of
course, brain-injured children who have
various social, mental, and motor coordl-
nation problems.

Thus. the labeling of children’s behav-
ior as being brain-damaged” requires
concurrent confirmation from several
experts. The public should be aware of
this dificulty in diagndsing behavior and
its causal relationship to some deficit or
damage.

For the family with a truly brain-in-
jured child. it is highly unethical to in-
duce hope through certain motor coordi-

* pation patterning exercises as Doman
and Delacato’s. Their extensive writings
in popular magazines of the early 1960's
were filled with much rhetoric and al-
most no results.

The rcader is also cautioned by the
commercialization of this Philadelphia
team of physiotherapist and psycholo-
gist. Doman and Delacato, in the area of
parents helping their children become
geniuses. These men have special mate-
rials and programs for parents to teach
an infant to rdad and other designs for
developing an Einstein at home.

IN CONCLUSION, the Doman-Delacato

. patterning theory remains merely a

theory without scientific results. It was
the intent of this writer to awaken the
lay public to certain facts.

- Parents with a_not-so-normal’ child at

home who may seek quick and easy solo- -

tions o their child’s problems through
the Doman-Delacato technique should be
very cautious.

As a professional educator, I Believe it
is my reponsibility to inform parents and
the general public about so-called experts
who fail to substantiate their claims.
While generating hope to parents of hand-
icapped children, this unreliable element
operates just within the bounds of the
law. .

Without being held accountable for !
their dealings with people who need deli-
cate handling and expert advice and help,
these purveyors of empty theories of '
“cure” must be brought to the public's
attention.

Let sleeping dogs lie.....time
(Magazine) has sounded the last signifi-
cant nole on this subject.



