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Hermalee Webb will
be appearing with
her aunt, - Loretta
Lynn, at the Meadow
Brook Music Festival
Friday night.

Group Rates &
Performances
Available
Fri. & Sat.
Cocktails 7 pm
Dinner 7:30 pm
Reservations.
643-8865
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With country music in her veins,’
Hermalee Webb aims for the top

By Dan Klepp
staff writer

HEN YOU ARE trying to
establish yourself as a
country/western singer, it

doesn’t hurt to have aunts
Loretta Lynn and Chrystal Gayle show-
ing you the finer points of the business.

Hermalee Webb knows the value of
having two of country music's most
successful stars as relatives. But she is
also aware that she has to make a -
name for herself to avoid getting lost in
the family shadow.

Webb, who resembles Gayle more
than Lynn, candidly admits being billed
as “Loretta Lynn's Niece” can open
many doors that are usually locked to
new performers. The opportunity she
has to tour the country with Lynn dur-
ing the year is something most aspiring
musicians would trade their favorite
guitars for. )

In fact, she has been performing with
her aunt — off and on — for more than
four years.

Country western fans can hear Webb
and Lynn perform Friday at Meadow
Brook in Rochester, Saturday after-
noon during Ypsilanti's downtown side-
walk sale, and at a Sunday benefit for
the Humane Society at the Urban Cow-
bay on Ford in Westland.

It wasn't until she started touring
with her aunt, however, that she got to

know her.

“when I was little, my dad would
take us to see her when she was in the
area, but that’s all I really ever saw
her,” she said.

But it didn't take long for the two to
become aquainted, and now Webb fits
in with the entire crew.

“I've learned so much from being
with Loretta,” she said. “She's taught
me things like how to put a show to-
gether that you just can't learn any-
place else.”

AT THIS point in her career, Webb
knows she has to take advantage of
every opportunity afforded her, There
are thousands of unknowns for every
superstar in the music business, she ac-
knowledged.

Although she is proud of her aunts
and what they have accomplished, and
thankful for the fame their success has
given her, Webb sometimes finds her-
self trapped in a stereotype of Lynn
and Gayle.

“I'm sure a lot of people come to
hear me because they want to hear a
cheap version of Loretta Lynn,” she
said shrugging her soulders in accept-
ance.

Her concerts may be less costly than
those of her aunt, but Webb figures that
she will have to accept the preconcep-
tions people are going to have if she is
going to capitalize on the family name.
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‘’m sure a lot of people come to hear

me because they want to hear a cheap

version of Loretta Lynn.’

— Hermalee Webb
country singer

“One night I was in a club and the
people kept yelling ‘You Ain't Woman
Enough’ and ‘Don't Come Home A
Drinkin’ (the titles of two of Lynn's
most popular songs). When that hap-
pened, I told the people that I loved and
respected my aunt very much, but 1
told them that I have to establish an
image of my own. I think they respect-
ed what I said.”

Her own image is very important,
but that doesn't stop her from including
a few Lynn classics in her shows. After
all, she says, “They're great songs.”

NEVERTHELESS, all the relatives
in the world are not enough to replace
talent and hard work. Webb knows she
has to sell albums to people who are
not relatives or even friends.

“Someg day, I want to be a nationally
know star,” she said in a somewhat
matter-of-fact tone. “I know it takes a
Iot of time and a lot of hard work, but
I'm ready for it.”

At 25, she has been singing profes
sionally for nine years.

“I was always around music,” she
said. “My dad would be playing his gui- -
tar around the house, and he'd have me -~
sing with him.” .

Her father, Herman, who is not a
coal miner, is Lynn and Gayles
brother. He was a musician who tra- --
veled the club circuit in Indiana, Ohio "*
and Michigan. He first got Webb on
stage with his group when she was 16. «
From that point, Webb began making
her own club appearances.

Her biggest thrill as a performer
came in 1979 when she was named as
one of the most promising country
female vocalists during the Music City
Awards.

Her single, “Bits and Pieces” and
“Nobody’s an Angel” was released last
year. She is working with two other
writers on songs that can be packaged
as an album.

12TH ANRUAL

SUMMER ARTS

SATURDAY. 94
STATE ST

S Tee Mooy b
AND AT MAIN STREET

UVE ERTERTA
FRON

S0 US
il ARE WELCOME

Bar Mitzvahs + Birthdays * Stogs
House and Office Parties » Confirmations
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“RALLY”

Cliff Gracey & Bob Cote
Formerly of Orange Lake Drive
Monday thru Saturday
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JULIE ADLER
presents
JOE TREMAINE

Pearls

; Garden OPENFOR 9 pam. il 2 ..

. YOUR DINING Sunday...Bugs Bedduw | .
i PLEASURE-LUNCH, " Monday..all night

4 DINNER & AFTER THEATRE A\ Special Drink Offers

! Serving the finest in
| Chinese & American Cuisine

Charles Rowland
at the keyboard
Tues. - Sat. Evenings

TUESDAY ... All Ladies' drinks
% price
No cover . .. 334-46%4

. 22628. Telegraph Road
N of Square Lake Road Bloomtield Hills

Hollywood Choreographer

TWO DAY DANCE WORKSHOP
Sat. & Sun., July 17 & 18
Michigan Inn » Southfield

For Reservations or Information

JULIE ADLER at 559-6500
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Luncheons « Dinners « Carry Out Orders

| .
| Chinatown Style Welcomed 755 W. Big Beaver _ Tro 362-1262
; .

o
in the Bottom of the Top of Troy Building

Open 7 days a week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m,; Fri 11 a.m.~-11 p.m.
Sat 12-11 p.m,; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

469 S. Woodward, Birmingham
644-2913
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New Entertamment starts July 23rd
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You will be delighted...with our staff and
full line of facilities including gourmet din-
ing room, 172 luxurious guest rooms and
our grand ballroom...
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