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POW’s memory of Vietnam War hasn’t mellowed -

By Louise Okrutsky
and Sylvia O'Neill
staff writer

In 1973, a helicopter landed on a Yp-
silanti high school football field. Its
passenger, Marine Capt. James
Warner, alighted to find the stands
filled and the bands playing. :

It was Warner's homecoming after
5% years as a North Vietnamese pris-

“I didn't know what to make of
it,"said Warner, now a Plymouth resi-
dent, in recalling all the homecoming
hoopla.

But he remembers he returned home
convinced of the fairness and the jus-
tice of the United States political sys-
tem.

Repelled by what he saw as the
North Vietnamese's total dxsregani for

IN RECALLING the events that lead
up to his decision, he remembers he
still had questions about what to do
with his life when he enlisted in the
U.S. Marine Corps. in March 1964.

“I wanted to get the best deal I
could. T wanted to get a cushy billet
somewhere,” he remembers with a
trace of irony in his voice.

It samehow seemed the best thing to
do aftter spending a few semesters at
Eastern Michigan University taking
out books from the college library on
any subject that took his fancy.

At 23, certain of being drafted, he re-

alized that he was making “little prog-
ress toward a life career.”

When he joined the Marines, his as-
signment was Vietnam — which had
yet to begin as a serious effort for
American troops. His only contact with

He doesn’t regret American involve-
ment in that country.

“I was 100 percent convinced and re-
main so today that our assistance was
wise,” he said, sitting back in an easy
chair with a fan softly whirring in the
background.

Across the panelled family room, his
wife Sharon and daughter Allison
peruse a coloring book.

“It was a very righteous campaign
conducted by people of dublous stan-

n.

“They were afraid of aclually adrmt-
ting to

He believes the U.S. failed to use its
troops effectively.

His own actual participation in com-
bat ended Oct. 13, 1967 as he flew a
Phantom F-4 jet north into the demili-
tarized zone “as far from Hanoi as you
canbe.”

Within first half hour after he was
shot down, he was captured and a ma-
chine gun was pointed at his head. The
trigger was pulled and the gun clicked
— indicating an empty chamber.

Tied up almost into a ball, he and his
squad commander spent 10 days in an
bunker before embarking

athreat to humamly,“ he said.

DISMISSING ARGUMENTS that
full-fledged American involvement
would have led to war with China he
says that the distance between the Chi-
nese and Vietnamese would have pre-

on a 300-mile, 40-day march to Hanoi.
Warner carried the squad command-
er the entire journey because the man
had broken his ankle when their plane
had crashed.
With one-third of the journey left to
complete, the group met two other pi-

prisoners were tied and taken by truck
to the prison camp knawn as the Hanoi
Hilton.

“It was like playing ping-pong with
yourself,” Warner said.

Because it had taken the group well
over a month to arrive in Hanoj,
Warner wasn't interogated. Any infor-
mation he had already was dated. It
was a lucky break since 50 percent of
the prisoners interrogated didn't sur-
vive, he said.

THROUGH 5% YEARS and trans-
fers to several other camps, Warner
developed a philosophy of survival.

“Number one: keep brea!.hmg and ig-

“I was never tempted to write for
amnesty. You're not supposed to. And I
would never tell a tyrant he's right.”

Instead, he endured beatings in Sep-
tember 1969 until Nonh Vietnamese
leal;ler Ho Chi Minh di

e contracted d nle
locked in an a\rlmﬁ 7y alter being

He saw other prisoners randomly re-
leased. He was moved from one camp
before US. troaps tried to rescue its
prisoners. And he was told that some of
the prisoners would never be released.

HE REMAINS convinced that the

nore the rest of it. If you're
you're still alive. They made it easxer
by being so utterly obnoxious.”

Although he was told he could be re-
leased if he wrote a letter of regret for
his participation in the conflict, he

ese g still
American captives, has
“The more people that are aware of
it, the more public pressure will be put
on those still holding prisoners o re-
lease them or release the names of the

the law, he had developed a passion for  the people of that country were a few  vented their participation. lots who were also taken prisoner. The refused. dead,” he said.
npholdmg the legal system and a deter-  Vietnamese in his battalion.
tion to become a lawyer. “We won soccer games because we
mx:: ;zgp:rat::rnl;ewere l{lade for last had them on the team,” said Warner, a
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Finger Mote is the answer to ring slippage. If you
have large knuckles, your rings don't fit properly

is a replacement for the shank of your ring,in moatch-
ing 14 or 18 karat yellow or white gold or platinum,
Itexponds to three sizes larger to slip over the knuck-
le then snaps tight. No more ring slippoge! Come in
today for an estimate and sizing by our experis.
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\TO AND VEGETABLE. 3.6!

POULTR\’ ENTREES:

nom’m KEY ¥ ITH DRESSING, MASHED mnm
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