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ity Fishing: Any

hance Of Luck?

By TIM RICHARD

Some good fishing this summer and even
better fishing in 1971 are in prospect for west-
ern Wayne County anglers.

So says Ronald J. Spitler. district fish
biologist of the State Department of Natural
Resources. Spitler devoted a special report to
the state-county efforts to improve anglers’
prospects on three Middle Rouge River im-
poundments.

The three are Phoenix Lake on the North-
ville-Plymouth line; Wilcox Pond, in Plym-
outh; and Newburgh Lake, mostly in Livonia.

These urban lakes have been the subject
of a good deal of state and county attention.
especially since 1967. The State Water Re-
sources Commission made detailed tests of
pollution conditions: a county engineer re-
cently suggested methods of curing pollution:
and county parks officials last summer acted
to kill ugly growths of floating algae on New-
burgh

The lakes are popular. not only among
vfing boys just learning to use simple equip-
ment. but among a lot of adults. Says Spitier:
“With the praspects of good sport fishing
where virtually none existed. many thou-
sands of people will be able to add this recrea-
tional experience to their portfolio.

Here is Spitler's lake-by-lake breakdown
of what has been done. what anglers may
expect. and when.

Phoenix Lake

Phoenix v
dry in mid-1967.

Late in 1967 some 7.000 small rainbow
trout were planted and spread up the Middle
Rouge to a small dam. The following spring.
some fishermen had modest success getting
rainbows that had reached the then-legal size
of seven inches. 1The state has since raised
the minimum to 10 inches for all trout species
except brook trout. which are still seven.:

In June of 1968 the state planted 7.000
brown trout averaging 4.7 inches. Reports
Spitier with dry under-statement: “To date
the trout fishing has been unspectacular.”

A netting survey in fall of 1988 vielded no
trout «which are difficult to net anvway) but
a number of northern pike ranging in size
from 14 to 31 inches. There were also a num-
ber of carp. bullheads. and pumpkinseed sun-
fish. The theory was that they had found their
way downstream from Waterford Pond be-

killed off and drained aimost

tween Six and Seven Mile Roads or that they.

had survived the 1967 poisoning.

Phoenix Lake today has crappies. north-
ern pike and bass. « Spitler. and it “"shows
promuse of good fishing potential without fur-
ther fish plants.’

Wilcox Pond -

Smallest of the three public lakes. Wilcox
was poisoned In 1988 und re-stocked in 1968-9

It received 1,000 largemouth bass with an
average size of 4.3 inches in 1968. «Legal min-
imum ¢n bass is 10 inches.

A CRAPPIE is measured by biologist Melvin Bonham during a 1969 netting of
Wilcox ond Newburgh lakes, when this species along with bluegills and pike were
found.

In 1969 it received eight breeding-sized
bass averaging 13 inches-in length plus 70
bluegills of almost breeding size, 5.6 inches.
“The larger bass and’ bluegills spawned in
1969 and will continue to reproducg annually,
providing progeny for a good fishéry, which
should occur by 1971," says Spitler.

A net survey in August of 1969 showed
some carp had survived the poisoning of 1968,
probably because thegheight of the Wilcox
dam prevented the waftr from being lowered
very far and the great amount of water di-
luted the poison.

On the positive side. however, that sur-
vey 'showed the'gills had grown an inch dur-
ing the summer. No bass were found. proba-
biy because they escaped the net. N

Newburgh Lake

The iargest of the three. Newburgh Lake
was poisoned in 1968 at the same time as Wil-
cox.

In a later 1968 planting. Newburgh re-
ceived 20,000 brown trout (average size: 3.2
inches) and 1.300 largemouth bass raverage
size: 4.3 inches).

last vear it received 500 bluegills (5.6
inches'. a dozen adult largemouth bass (13.4
inches) and a rather interesting newcomer--
152 channel catfish 115 inches!.

Spitler comments: ““*Again, good growth
is expected while grngeni should produce a
good fishery in 1971. The channel catfish
should add a ‘new’ attraction to anglers since
they grow to good sizeg, fight with vigor-and
are good eating, B .

“The trout and catfish survival will. dot
be known immediately. Northern pike -and
crappies found their wayv into this lake. too.
and will add to the fishery.™

A survey last August netted a 17-inch
northern pike and numbers of pan-sized crap-
pics and bluegills.  + ~-

' One disappointment in the Newburgh
stocking was that DNR officials were unable
to get a stock of a new hybrid sunfish, as
they had hoped. The hybrids are voracious
eaters and grow to maturity in a fraction of
the time that bluegills and sunfish do.

plonted
ber of 1§48: A loter Wilcox plont-
ing brofht eight odult-sized (13
inch) tafemouths, which are ex-
pected o spawn. The scroppy
largemauth tokes a wide variety of
baits. Many anglers consider it the
king of the warm$waler gamefish.

SOME 7,000 rainbow trout,
running about five inches in length,
were stocked in Phocnix Lake in
1967 ond were joined by cnother
7.000 brown travt the following
year, but resuits to fishermen hove
been “unspectacular,” to put it
rilgly. Ce purpose of the plant-
ing wos to provide some immedi-
ate sport and biological balance
until desirable warm-water fish
could moke o comeback. This is @
roinbow trout.

TROUT WERE trucked all the way from the state’s Wolf Lake hatchery, west of
Kalomazoo, for planting in Phoenix Loke (shown here) and Newburgh in 1967-68.

APRIL 6 - 11

HIGH SCHOOL
POSTER CONTEST

The Livonia Mall is once
again sponsoring their an-
nval High School Poster
Contest. Theme this year is
the “Now Culture”. See
over 200 posters submitted
from the area high schools,
on display. all week.

APRIL 4 Saturday

80 Junior .Achievement firms have
their products on display and for
sale.

NOW thru APRIL 30

Enterthe Grinnell's Sylvania
Coloring Contest. Open to
ages 1 - 17. Everybody wins
a 45 r.p.m. for entering.
Winner will receive a record
player. ) :

Open Every Night ‘til 9 p.m.
lN STORES
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