Thursday, August 12, 1962 O&E

(S.F-9C,R0-8B)0)13C

Will-O-Way’s got a winner in ‘West Side Story’

Performances of the Will-0-Way,
Apprentice Theatre production of
the musical “West Side Story” con-
tinue at 8:30 p.m. Fridays-Satur-
daus through Sept. 4 at Will-0-Way,

W. Long Lake Road, between
Telem‘aph and Lahser in Bloomfield
Township. Tickets are $5. Senior cit-
izens and children under 12 are ad-
mitted for $2.50. For information
and reservations call the box office
at 644-4418.

By Margo Parker
speclal writer

Will-0-Way . Apprentice Theatre

Fans love

By Judy Jablonski
speclal writer

review

takes the plunge with one of the
toughest Broadway shows ever written
and comes up with a winoer in its cur-
rent production of “West Side Story.”
This saga of a modern Romeo and

not always strong, they are tuneful and
well mixed.

Most notable in this production of lhe
Arthur Laurents/Leonard Bernstein/
Stephen Sondheim musical is the cho-
rus of Jets. Their dnndng is polished
and the volces are strong in the opening
number and “Cool” Tony Glaspie as
Action makes “Gee, Officer Krupke"
the outstanding number of the sho
It's charmingly vulgar and full of ener-
&,

Jullet is
rehearsed and effectively staged. While
the voices of its young performers are

even the stagehand

land University campus near Roches-

‘When a stagehand is applauded for
clearing the stage during intermission,
it's a sure sign that a) the audience is in
a great mood, b) the warm-up act has
served its purpase or ¢ the crowd is

of the fea-

g edian-imp Jim-
my Carry opened the show for Wil-
liams, in the Baldwin Pavilion. Though
he's no threat to Rich Little, Carryisa
highly entertaining performer.

The energy Carry put into his uncan-

tured perfnrmer

The answer was ali of the above Fri-
day night when Andy Williams and
company gave an outstanding perform-
ance to a near seil-out crowd at Mead-
ow Brook Music Festival on the Oak-

of Elvis Presley, Sam-

my Davis, Jr., and Wayne Newton cap—
tivated the crowd. He had bundreds of
women screaming as he did an ex-
hausting Tom Jones impression, while
his hilarious Richard Simmons take-off
had the crowd roaring with laughter.
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Bill Anagnos has bor-
mwed Liberally from the original dance
design by Jerome Robbins, but that's

—
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OK because it works. The stark, mod-
ern movement is consistent with the
entire production.

HAL ADAMS and Linda Dierkes are
a well-matched Tony and Maria. She's
a sweet and shy ingenue who grows to
womanhood over the course of the
show. He's a dreamer who develops a
strong sense of meaning and purpose.

Sal Giannola has just the right rough
edge in his voice as Riff, Tony’s best
friend and his successor as leader of
the Jets, Danfelle Blanchard Guest is a
robust Anita. Choreographer Anagnos

is slick and sharp as Sharks leader Ber-
nardo,

It is the ensemble performing in this
“West Side Story” that ultimately
makes it so successful. Director Celia
Merrill Turner uses every corner of the
set, artfully arranging as many as 40
actors onstage at the same time. The
rumble between the Jets and Sharks is
fast-paced and violent. “Somewhere"” is
fluid and graceful, featuring 2 fine bal-
let sequence by Tom Nance.

There’s little room for criticism with
this “West Side Story.” Ob, a quibbler
‘might point out that the blank white set
is a bit unimaginative or that George

Martin as Detective Schrank slows the
pace whever he steps onstage. The
women dancers aren't as strong as the
men, a fact that's especially disap-
pointing in the Puerto Rican girls’ sau-
cy “America.”"

But all that's nothing when com-
pared to the marvelous vocal collage of
me "’l'omght" reprise, to Joel Cohen’s
amiable grin and astic talent or
to Will-0-Way’s most effective lighting
design of the season.
‘This “West Side Story” is a complete
production — practiced and profession-
al. It’s worth seeing.

at Andy Williams show

ing act, let alone an unknown perform-
er, receives the applause and reception
that Carry did. It is even a rarer occa-
sion when a stagehand clearing the set
receives applause.

seemed thrilled with

THE HIGHLIGHT of his act was a
scene enacted from “On Golden Pond,”
in which be portrayed both the Henry

Fonda and Katharine Hepburn roles. -

This young man's impression of the old
couple was enchanting, amusing and
incredible.

1t s a rare occcasion when an open-
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the reception he received and played it
to the hilt. He balanced a chair with
one hand, then the other and then his
big finale - he sat on the chair. -

The crowd loved this delightful, im-
promptu. moment that probably
wouldn't have happened 20 years ago
when Andy Williams was atracting
crowds dominated by screaming teen-
agers anxious to see and hear him.

But the times have changed. There
were few teenagers in the crowd and
Andy Williams has (gasp!) a head of
white hair.

What hasn't changed is Williams
powerful voice, charisma and his rep-
ertoire of popular romantic tunes.

‘WILLIAMS OPENED his set with
“Moon River,” the beautiful Henry
Mancini composition. that scored as
Williams’ second-biggest hit.

He followed that trademark song
with a dynamic rendition of “New
York, New York,” which led to a dis-

cussion about cities.

“T've been all over the world, and
though I've-only been here one after-
noon, 1 can honestly say that my three
favorites cities are Paris, Hong Kong
and Rochester, Michigan,” Williams
told the audience.

“And if you believe that. . "

It's not hard to believe that Williams
has 17 gold albums to his credit, only
one less than the Beatles. In addition,
his television show and specials won
him awards and fans as well.

He is best known to today’s genera-
tion as the man who introduced the Os-
monds to the world. Now those toothy
tots are toting kids of their own, and
their mentor Williams still continues to
draw crowds all over the country.

While his Meadow Brook show con-
sisted of many old favorites like his No.
One hit “Love Story,” “Speak Softly
Love” and “Days of Wine and Roses,”
be\!.hams did perform some new num-

TS,

HIS POWERFUL rendition of
“Memory” from the London musical
“Cats” was fabulous. Though there
weren't any teenagers rushing the
stage, Williams has not lost the charm

that makes for a dewy-eyed crowd
‘when singing an emotional song.

Nor has he lost the ability to excite
the female members of the audience
when seeking a volunter to sing a love
song to.

He chose a woman seated in the
front row who, after introducing her-
self as “Barbara,” cooed to him, “Your
eyes are so blue!” It was a humorous
and tender moment as he crooned a
Hawaiian love song to her.

Williams' gentle manner and power-
ful voice is an audience-pleasing com-
bination, so it's no surprise that after a
five-year -absence he has returned to
the recording studios to crank out some
more romantic tunes.

He treated the crowd to two new
beautiful songs, “Regrets” and “When
You Fall in Love,” then burst into a dy-
namic rendition of “MacArthur Park.”

‘WILLIAMS CONCLUDED the show
with “My Way,” an appropriate pum-
ber for a man whose successful songs
and style continue to appeal to his fans.

‘Though he no longer makes the
young girls cry, Andy Williams makes
the whole crowd laugh, remember and
have a great time.

table talk

BLOOMFIELD Charley's is
doling a lively business since reopen-
ing last month after remodeling and

on.
‘The family uvern at 5656 W
Maple, just east o

f Orchard
Road, in West Bloomfield, has addad

0.+

53-7609

31539, 13 Mile Road at Orchard Lk. Rd.-Westhrooka Plaza
jpen 7 Days: Lur 0-2:30, S
Dinner Mon.-Thurs, 5-9:30, Frl. & Sat. 5-31, s
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» No Cover Charge

Dancing 8:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
to live bands

Piano Bar

Meet the most interesting
people from all over the country
* The place xodunw_ind ina

AT SWENSE

COMPLIMENTARY FIRST D
FOR ALL LADIES
FRI. & SAT. EVENINGS

Southfield, M
Phone: (

26555 Tele?raph Road
chlgan 48034
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comes
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NOT ONLY OUR ICE CREAM)

A: Lunch!

BREAK LUNCHTIME BOREDOM
N'S. Qur menuis

full of old-fashioned lunchtime
delights that are a break from the usual.

© RESTAURANT

FARMMHILLS 278410rchard Lk.
(at12 Mile) 553-3505

. TROY. opening Aug 24th

334JohnR (OaklandPiaza)

Daily from 11am, Sun. from noon
carry out available

SHOWCASE CINEMAS

STERLlNG HTS, SRS e

35100 VAN DYKE RD.
CTINEE DALY P

STHE STMMERS
RESTMOVES
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a separate dining room by taking
over part of the parking lot area. In-
formal dining is available in the tav-
ern room or the spacious, new din-

ing area.
General Manager Tony Agosta
said that many custormers think of

5

Bloomfield Charley's as not just a
tavern but as a fine restaurant. He
said some diners eat there five
nights a week.

— Ethel Simmons

RKingsley Ini
#iontel

To Be Certain.

A thoughtful way to welcome visitors
or clients is a reservation at the

Kingsley Inn Hotel.

We are near all business, sports and
educational centers in the tri-county

area.

‘Woodward and Long Lake Road

Bloomfield Hills

2405 SO.TELEGRAPH RD.

SUMMER SAVINGS SPECIAL

SAVE 15%.

On Baked Fish, Sea Food, Chowder, Shrimp
Cocktail, Chicken or Roast Bes!, etc.

BeercaavER

Present this nouponinou ir cashier.
cAm':phla meal about ¢
- 11 a.m.-830 p.m. o
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SUMMER SAVINGS SPECIAL

SAVE 15%

On Baked Fish, 8ea Food, Chowder, Shrimp
Cocktall, Chicken or Roast Beef, stc.
Present this coupon to our cashier.

Complete meal sbout
430 « Alion Park Oak
“ %E...) x ~Detrolt, W. 8 Wile
. : Hoy
A\m%g-1 sggp  sEmtlandShop.Ctr. :Wamen
Oakiand Mokl « Wentiand $hop. Ctr.
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Luncheons =

644-2913

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Dinners =
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 days a week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Sat 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

\159 S. Woodward, Birmingham

Carry Out Orders

® Air Conditioned Facilities
@ Outstanding Teaching Stafl

o Ages 3 to 18 yrs.
o Classes for Beginners

Keith Cullen’s Junior Tennis Academy

© Low Student Instructor ratio

through Tournament Players

WE MAKE IT HAPPEN!
LAST CLASS: AUGUST 16th

COST 5 6
per week

© Two Week Sessions - Day or
Evenings

24 Hours of On Court
‘Instruction

o FREE Walk-On Practice Time

® Enrollment subject to
approval of Keith A. Cullen
U.

Beverly Hills Racquet Club

31555 Southfield Road
Birming?;]m. Ll:/iuich.(:lBOO‘) /642'8500




