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" Dreams can
come true
- in Mexican

fairyland

ANZANILLO, MEXICO: The
fairy lights are coming on
at Las Hadas, twinkling
across the boat harbor and

up the white buildings that climb the
hill like a multi-layered birthday cake,
reflecting on cupolas and terraces, spi-
raling up the white water tower, with
its top in heaven and its roats deep in
the earth.

Cortes' sailors saw will-o-wisps
glowing on the edge of these Mexican
waters centuries ago and called them
las hadas, the fairies. I do not doubt
for a minute that I am in a fairyland, a
scene from Fantasy Island on the side
of a Mexican hill. :

Las Hadas is unique in the proper -
serse of that overworked word; it is the
only resort of its kind in the world. The
setting is a fantasy. Whether or not
your dreams come true is up to you.
Dudley Moore’s dreams came true
here; this is the white-on-white vaca-
tion resort where he went on his exotic,
erotic search for Bo Derek in the movie
“10." :

The trouble with a fantasy in this
very real world is that it is extremely
expensive, and it takes an army of
Mexican workers whitewashing year-
round to keep the fantasy white.

in 1974, when Bolivian tin magnate
Don Antenor Patino hired architects to

night fiesta and up the moorish streets

the fantasy of places like Las Hadas.
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Nomads’ open house on
Sunday at Metro Airport

A non-profit Michigan travel club,
owned by the members who travel
‘with it, will hold an open house from
noon to 5 p.m. Sunday at their own
“Flying Clubhouse” at Metropolitan
Airport. .

President Joseph T. Benich says
that most of the 4,000 memberships
are middle-to upper-income tra-
velers from Michigan and Ohio and
that they join Nomads because they
like the idea of traveling with
friends in a situation where they can
trust the tour arrangements.

Members board in the club hang-
ar, and go through customs in their
own hangar upon their return.
Flights are similar to any commer-
cial flight, except no alchohol is
served aboard the plane.

Discounted memberships now
available include a one-time fee of
$125 single, $200 family (regularly
$150 and $250) plus $8 a month, This
gives you access to monthly mail-
ings, and options to take any of the
‘Nomads trips. .

Benitch says Nomads trips are
lower than thay would be on com-
mercial flights, primarily because
of the lower cost of air fare. All
flight crews and equipment meet
regular commercial safety stand-
ards. :

‘The Flying Clubhouse is a Boeing
727 purchased last year for use on
many of the Nomads' 48 annual
lTong-weekend trips, as well as some
of the longer trips scheduled each
year.

Trips of one to four weeks have
been made by the club to overseas
destinations such as China, Scandi-
navia-and East Africa. Family trips
are popular to domestic locations
such as Walt Disney World or the
Grand Canyon.

A monthly newsletter lists up-
coming destinations. The August
edition, for example, shows trips
scheduled through Nov. 3, including
Greek and Scandinavian cruises, an
around-the-world odyssey, a two-
week trip to Hawaii and regular
four-day trips to places like New
Brunswick, Savannah, the World's
Fair, San Francisco, Bermuda, Do-
minican Republic, San Antonio,
Phoenix and Grand Cayman.

Al are led by experienced trip di-
rectors who are club members.

1f you are interested in the open
house, take Middlebelt Road south
across 1-94 to Nomads World Termi-
nal at 10100 Middlebelt Road, or
call 941-8000.
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WHEN THE splendor of Las Hadas
begins to bore you, a Trimarin leaves
daily for the funky fishing town of

convert his fairy tale dream into con-
crete form, illustrious guests from all
over the world opened Las Hadas in a
Gala in White.

BY 1975, the dream threatened to
become a white elephant, so Patino
sold it to a Mexican conglomerate
called Casolar, Casolar has just sold it
to Marriott Hotels.

1¢ you enjoy expensive splendor ina
charming and comfortable setting, you
should try a place like Las Hadas once
in your life. You fly in via Guadalajara
o the small Manzanillo airport, or
drive south on Highway 200 from Puer-

“ta Vallarta.

Your name must be on the reserva-
tion list if you want to get through the
gate. The bellboy takes you and your
bags by motorized cart across the Pla-
za de Simon, site of a regular Saturday

across the bay.
is not a quaint or picturesque town i
the sense that you expect of a fishing
village.
The bay was once filled with the
t fleets of the Spanish Main and it
still holds fishing boats, frel and
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naval ships. There is very little for the
tourist to do except wander through the
small town square and visit the shops.

1f you are ambitiobs you can drive
south to Cuyutlan, where a lucky few
see something called the Green Wave.
This great “tidal wave,” sometimes 60
feet high, is tinged green by phosphore-
scent sea organisms. Unfortunately, it
is not guaranteed to appear just be-
cause you are there to seeit.

Visiting this coast is almost like vis-
iting a tropical island, with occasional
side trips into the reality of towns like
Manzanillo and the much prettier
Puerta Vallarta, 100 miles north. and
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