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Senior citizens and puppy dogs make good pals

Continued from Page 1A

“] COULDN'T get over the fence —
it was about 10 feet high, and I'd put all
those peaches in my blouse. My brother*
didn't bother with those peaches. I was
about 8 or 10, he was two years older. T
said ‘Take us out of here, Duke’ and he
took us to the back gate and we got out.

“You see, I'd played with him every
day since he grew up. Dogs know peo-
ple. And they can tell almost instantly
whether you like 'em or not. And he
knew I liked him and he liked me.
‘Those were the days before cars, when
you made your own fun.” -

Mary Dubrul, who hails from Port
Huron, said she likes dogs “because
they like me” and because “they snug-
gle right down and that’s that. We al-

ways had a dog at home.”

Shirley Cox, 84, petted a puppy until
it fell asleep and felt sorry for “the lit-
tle fella” because “he got.handled by
people who don't know how.” She likes
dogs but doesn't care for cats, calling
them “slappy little things."

‘The idea behind the Pet Therapy pro-
gram, said Blauet, of Redford Town-
ship, is “animals need people to care
for them, hut people need animals, too,
far various reasons.”

NOTING THAT the residents of
Farmington Hills in are, by and large,
self-sufficient, Blauet said the most
dramatic evidence of the impact pets
have on people came at a convalescent

home.

“A lady at the Wayne Living Center
15 101 years old and, according te their
records, hadn't talked in 10 years other
than just grunts,” Blauet said,

“The staff said day after day she just
sat and sat. When we came in with the
animals she started to cry and asked to
hold one. In no time at all she started
telling people about the animals she
had on her farm when she was
younger.”

has shown, Blauet said,

that reclusive and non-communicative
ns often open up to animals be-

fore they would reach out to another
human being. Indeed, national studies
recently reported on by the New York:
Times show persons with severe psy-

chological disorders, such as schizo-
phrenia, respond well to animal thera-

Py-

“Animals are non-judgmental,” says
Blauet.

Lyn Elo, social director at the retire-
ment home, said she notices few resi-
dents go out with their families on Pet
Day or arrange to have their relatives
present when the animals arrive.

“They think about their home and
how they had to leave their animals at
home, but they begin talking about
their experiences with their favorite
dog or cat,” Elo, of Redford Township,
said. “It's something to look forward

Elo said it'd be a good idea if the

Bloomfield Parks and Rec can’t
top Farland’s salary with Hills

Continued from Page 1A

It wasn't what I ex-

“Things did not go too well. It was a
combination of things,” Farland said in
explaining his reasons for declining the
position. “On salary, we weren't really
that far off but we just couldn’t come
to terms. The salary issue was the big-

ted.”
Farland, 31, makes $24,500 as super-
intendent of recreation working under
an overall parks director in Farming-
ton Hills.
‘When Woelkers left West Bloomfield,

his pay was $26,378. .
Commission Chairman Wenze! Koch
declined to reveal the salary range the
committee negotiated with Farland at
a special meeting Wednesday night.
“AS IN ANY negotiations, both sides
tried to find positions. Largely speak-

Judge Hand jails bike thieves
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Hills resident Clarice Seilo said her
two teenage sons worked all summer in
order to buy $1,600 mo-peds, only to

bave them stolen from their garage the .

day following purchase.

She said her sons were especially
careful about securing the bikes be-
cause of the number of bike thefts in
the area along Nine Milé between Hag-
gerty and Halstead. The garage door
was bolted shut but that didn’t deter
the thief, she noted.

Seilo said there has been so many
thefts in her residential area that she
suspects an organized ring.

1t is difficult to stop a thief deter-
mined to take a bike, but precautions
will deter some thefts, police said. Offi-
cers recommended securing bikes with
heavy cable and chains. Most bike
thefts involve unsecured or unlocked
bikes, officers said.

Det. Lee said that as he watched the
shopping center for possible thieves, “I
must've seen 20 kids drive up on bikes.
Not more than two locked their bikes.
They let them sit there while they go in
and play video games.” .

Tronically, one of the two bikes taken
by the Detroit-men may have been a
bike stolen two days previously. Det.
Lee said the bike has a serial number

which is different by only one digit
from the serial number of a bike re-
ported stolen Aug. 4 by a Novi man.

The 10-year-old who rode the bike to
the store told police he had found the
bike in 2 Novi field on Aug. 4.

Police said the bike could be the one
stolen from the Novi man and the
owner somehow had the wrong serial
number.

Discount program offered seniors

Oakland County’s Senior Discount
Program is secking locations for cam-
era sites to photograph seniors for
identification cards.

The cards enable senior citizens of
Oakland County to take-advantage of
discounts offered by local merchants
from 4 to 50 percent.

Discounts are offered on a variety of
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items including automobile parts, rust-
proofing, hair care, prescription drugs
and eyeglasses.

A directory of participating mer-
chants is now available for sale at the
camera locations and senior centers. It
can also be ardered by mail by sending
a check for $1.20 to OLHSA, 196 Oak-
land Ave., Pontiac 48058.

To participate, persons must be 60
years of age or older and live in Oak-

land County.
For further information, call 858-
5171.

ing, it was money. He had other bene-
fits (at his Farmington Hills job) we
could not meet,” Koch said.

“When we brought him in for the in-
terview, we gave him a salary range
and asked him if we couldn’t come to
terms (within that range). He said he
was willing to negotiate. But it didn't
work out,” Koch added.

“Actually, any one of the four final-
ists could do the job. Based on a point
rating, all were close. I have no prob-
lem with any of the other three.”

Farland said he was “somewhat dis-
appointed. I really had some plans. It's
really unfortunate because I was look-
ing forward to it. It would have been a
super position.”

He will continue as recreation super-
visor in Farmington Hills.

The other two finalists from a field
of 21 applicants are Mark Rairick, 29,
director of parks and recreation for
Van Buren Township near Belleville,
and Carl Fisher, 34, park supervisor of
the Goshen parks and recreation de-
partment in Indiana.

It's expected that parks would nego-
tiate with either of the two remaining
finalists if the committee and Spano
fail to reach contract terms.

Other personnel committee mem-
bers are commission Treasurer Dallas
Haun -and Secreatary Bernadine Ed-
wards. .

The opening was created when
Woelkers was forced to resign after
lending a parks employee $850 from
parks funds without commission ap-
proval.
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UNCLE SAM WILL EASE YOUR LOSS

If you sulfer a theftor & casualty [oss that Is not relmbursed
by Insuranc, you may be able 1o write It off your Incoma
tax. Here's how It works:

You can claim a deduction for the decreasa In the fair
market value of your property (i the praperty Is stolen, of

clalm rora then you paid for the Item in question; you can
Cialm merket vaiue of the property as @ usad ltem, nol
replacement cost. You cannot deduct tha first $100 of loss.

To qualfy as a cesualty loss, It must b related 1o a sudden.
unexpected, or unusual occurrence. Theft loss from &
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o | 2o noeded. you can deduct the cast of gatting thom.
Casuslty losses ere usually deducted In the tax year they
oceur, thett when discovered.

R0t 10 put n & clalm? Tho Internal Favenus Servica rules
that I you don't claim, you glve up a deduction for the

ame

ruled In favor of policyholders who choase not to fls clalms
on small lossas for foar of losing thelr covarage. At this
point tho IRS Is hoiding firm, though; If you clalm such &

th loss. For theft, show polich
appralsats; phatos and repelr bills would be
{or ofher losses. Where appralsals of damage

have Insurance to cover your loss and choosa

‘would have collected. But the Tax Court hes

state changed its laws governing re- tokeepa
tirement homes to allow the facilities amascot

Females are majority
in Farmington census

Contlnued from Page 1A white, Blacks and Hispanics accounted
The median age in Farmington Hills  for the remainders.
was 32, 10 years younger than in Farm- . -
ington. . SEMCOG'S housing statistics showed
Population per household was 2.4 in 2 64 percent vacancy rate in Farming-
Farmington and 2.8 in the Hills. ton Hills, and a 2.2 percent vacancy
Farmington Hills, widows out- ratein Farmington.

dog or cat on the grounds “as

In
numbered widowers, 2,105 to 403.
Farmington had 967 widows and 129

Nearly 30 percent of the Hills units
and 34 percent of those in Farmington

widowers. were occupied by renters.
Divorced women in i One-p holds accounted for
Hills totaled 1,345 while their male 20 percent all Farmington Hills house-

counterparts numbered 1,165. In Farm-
ington, divorced women outnumber di-
vorced men, 336 to 235.
In both cities, there were twice as
many married persons as single.
Farmington was 99.1 percent white,
and Farmington Hills 97.2 percent

holds and 28.7 percent of these in
Farmington.

Among householders aged 65 and
over, 1,470 are owuers, and 1,132
renters in Farmington Hills, In Farm-
ington, however, senior householders
who rented outnumbered owners, 693
to551.

Report due this week
‘on buried chemicals

“We're terribly concerned,” she said
last week. “I don't know what to think.
1t seerns to me we're just being given
the runaround.”

FRANKLIN PRESIDENT John Ver- THE DNR was informed of the possi-
don said Friday, “Franklin people are ble chemical dump by striking Frank-
very concerned. I've asked them (DNR) lin Hills greenskeepers. After the DNR
to let me know just as soon as they get failed to locate the suspected burial
the results. site on its own, it asked the county club

“They sure are taking their time toidentifyit.
about letting people know. Obviously ~Country Club officials hired a con-
the DNR must be concerned because struction firm to open the pit and re-
they're considering criminal charges,” move the barrels at the direction and
said Verdon. under the supervision of the DNR.

“We've requested that the Oakland After the samples were taken, the
County Health Department test one of drums, other debris found in the hole
our wells and we've also asked the and 25 yards of earth — all that would
DNR to,” he continued. “So far, they’ve have heen contaminated by the leaking
both refused to do water testing in the barrels — were removed by an indus-
village. If they won't do it, I guess we trial waste hauler to a licensed disposal
will,” Verdon said. site.

. . . The greenskeepers in a letter to the

Many Franilin residents tave pri- g i Sied ninc materials as being in
vately contacted various agencies ask- yye gryms, said Laird — DDT (now ille-
ing that the testing be done fast. gal), soditm arsenite, 2-4-5-T (brand

Shirley Allen, who lives on Welling- name for a herbicide or_pesticide),
ton at 13 Mile, has written to Gov, Wil- cleaning solvents, lead arsenate, sever-
l\iam ‘Milliken, the DNR and has called al fungicides with some of them mercu-

Continued from Page 1A
roight be brought against the country
club under the Water Resources Act.

the Oakland County Health Depart- ry b_ased. insecticides, herbicides and
ment and officials of the country club. pesticides.
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