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So the U.S. government now
knows how many people use my
kitchen. It also knows 1if the
computer can read my handwrit-

ing, which is doubtfulr my
monthly rent. my name and my
birthday

Thank heavens | didn't get the
long form that the census people
sent to some in this area. f under-
stand it took hours to figure how
to fill it out

Like most folks,
feelings about the census. It's
very useful and necessary. of
course, and there is a law that
says you have to fill it out. But
somehow I kept feeling that just
how many people use my kitchen

1 had mixed

“

or what my rent might be is my
own business.

Particularly when [ have to fill
out my name and address on the
form. You know darn well that all
that information. which [ con-
sider mostly my business alone.
1s going to be stored, with my
name on some computer in Wash-
ington. D.C

That bothered me.

PPN

IT REMINDED me of a note
that came through the mail re-
cently from 19th District Con-
gressman Jack McDonald.

He pointed out that the govern-
ment has been selling mailing
lists out of its data banks. The

Did Schooleraft College

Board Err In Decision?

The Schooleraft Community
College Board of Trustees should
have accepted the student senate
president as an official advisor at
the board table.

The four trustees who de-
featéd the proposal. opposing
three who favored it. showed self-
defeating narrow-mindedness.
rather than constructive interest
in the welfare of the college
community.

The lone argument used
against the proposal that rings
anything like “‘public interest”
reasoning was that of: ~it'll seta
dangerous precedent. We'll be
forced to accept other special in-
terest group advisors. if we ac-
cept this one.

WHAT'S WRONG with that?

Is it better to hsten to the
multi-voiced opinions of several
who compose a special interest.

Tim

voices which might or might not
reflect authority to represent a
consensus?

Would a policy-making board
poll the several workers of a
large corporation to learn the of-
ficial position of that corporation,
taking a chance that opinions
gained would be thoseAhe corpo-
ration could or would support?

Likewise. seating of the stu-
dent-elected president of the stu-
dent senate would provide an
opportunity to bypass impromptu
student remarks during board
meetings

Concensus opinion could be
asked of the senate president. or
he could be asked to gain an offi-
cial concensus opinion for future
reference. )

As it is now. the student sen-
ate is heard by the board onty as
us president or any of its various
members are recognized by the

Richard writes

I By Philip H. Power

Post Office. for e gﬁample. sells
lists to firms which then sell or
rent them to commercial and non-
profit organizations.

Much of the “‘junk mail’* which
clogs our mail boxes was sent'and
addressed by this means.

The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration sells its computer lists of

licensed pilots to aviation maga-

zines. The Internal Revenue
Service sells a list of 140,000 li-
censed gun dealers and collectors,
which seems in itself to violate
the purposes of the firearms con-
trol legislation which Congress
passed a couple of years ago.

The government evidently gets
quite a lot of money from selling

chair from the audience. giving
the board no discretion for selec-
tion of commentators or right to
expect any to carry out a board
request.

If the board wants to exclude
other ‘“‘special interests” repre-
sentatives, it can. If it wants to
accept any and all, it can do that
too. It hires It listens

such llsts, and it claims that the
F‘eedom of Information Act re-
q>res it to do so.

I

.

BUT CONGRESSMAN Mc-
ynald doesn't agree, and neither
1

AHe points out that *'when a citi-
_has to provide information to,
government, he should not, as

a’result, subject himself to har-

assment and solicitations by pri-
vate concerns using lhls govern-
ment-collected data.”

He's introduced a bill to pro-
hibit the government from fur-
nishing mailing lists and other
lists of names and addresses to
businesses and the public for any
purpose.

It's a sensible bill, and it de-
serves support. .

I hope it witl prevent misuse of
the censys information the gov-
ernment has-been collecting.

We all get more than enough
junk mail now, and,I'd rather not
be added to yet more lists as a

result of the government’s sale of -

censustdaln,
i

~

Is Census Report Kept Confidential?

A ONE-HEADED MONSTER 16 ENOUGH.

°

DISSENT

View points expressed in DISSENT
'do not necessarily reflect those of
Observer Newspapers Inc., but are
presented in the belief that publica-
tion of all segments of thought on a
pub/u‘ :ssue is a prerequisite to

to citizens, businessmen, etc.

Why shouldn't it be able to tap
citizen-elected homeowner's pres-
idents and chamber of commerce
leaders as '‘advisory board
members,” for instance.

In all cases. the board would
retain the prerogative of requir-
ing that matters brought to its
attention by such ‘‘advisors"™
must first go through established
channels for possible prior resolu-
tion in order to be considered.

Seems like the board could '

only gain.

Home Rule For Oakland?

Usually when one writes about
county government. it's to con-
. demn or snicker at its archaic
structure and the avarice of the
courthouse gang

In all truth. however. there
are a few good things going on.
both in Wayne and Qakland coun-
ties.

In Oakland. they are going to
have a day-long conference on
home rule on April 16. Co-spon-
sors are the County Board of
missioners. Oakland Univer-
r. Metropolitan Fund and other
thinkers on the problems of
lwmg together.

At this point. it's difficult to
say what conclusions or plans this
conference will hatch. The list of

speakers 1s impressive, and e
will be watching this meeting of
minds very carefully.

PR

IN WAYNE COUNTY, there
has been some disappointment
that the county commissioners
didn't put another home rule pro-
posal on the ballot for the August
primary. A board majority some
months ago indicated it would
revive the home rule issue.

But the board seems to have

had its reasons. In our 1968 edi- -

torial endorsing home rule for
Wayne County, we pointed out
that the County Home Rule Act
{No. 293 of 1966) had a lot of un-
necessary restrictions on the abil-
ity of a charter commission to
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write a truly flexible county
charter that could meet local
needs.

Well, it seems 919 CUmmlS

and progress.

By EDWARD BENDA
Farmington

The Observer printed an arti-
cle recently announcing a $3500
tax base study including some
interesting comments by Far-
mington Township Trustee Earl
Opperthauser.

Mr. O. indicated that many
township residents would be sur-
‘prised to know that the single
family home provides the poorest
tax base and that apartments,
etc., are a necessary key to a
well planned community.

After only living in the town-
ship several vears. nothing sur-
prlse: me but what might sur-
prise Mr. 0. is that his very logi-
cal statement might be true else-
where but in Farmington Town-
ship 1 believe the actual facts
are in opposition to his statement.

For example, the Independ-
ence Greens Apartment Complex
(the residence of Mr. Hall, the

sioners’ reor

tee has written some amend-

ments it would like to see at-

tached to that home rule law.
PR

ONE WOULD give a charter
comrnission the option of propos-
ing either an appointive county
manager or elected county execu-
tive.

Under the present law, only
an elected county executive could
be proposed. The amendment
Wayne County is asking will al-
low counties to hire professional
managers, outside of partisan pol-
itics, in the same way some of
our better-run cities have.

The Legislature should pas;\

such an amendment. Counties
ought to be free to have profes-
sional management if they want
it.

A PAIR OF interesting
améndments is aimed at purify-
ing the atmosphere in which a
county charteg commission would
operate.

First, public officials would be,
prohibited from running for the'
county charter commission; this
means the voters will have a bet-
.ter chance to elect fair-minded,
objective persons to write their
charter — not someone with an
axe to grind and a ]3[1 to protect.

Second, members of the
charter commission would be
unable to run for another elective
office while serving on the
charler commission. This would
‘prevent a budding politician from
using the charter commission as
a stepping-stone to higher office —
at least until the charter is writ-
ten.

p supervisor) sits on 159
acres and has 1970 assessed val-
vation 50% of market} at $5.-
138,000. If only 300 homes were
built and valued each at $50,000
market (not at all unlike Inde-
pendence Commons) this prop-
erty (land and homes) would
have an assessed valuation of
approximately 7.5 million dollars
- considerably above what we
sare realizing now from the apart-
ments and T don’t” believe this
home density is unrealistic.

It is also interesting to recog-
nize that The Observer article on
assessments in December of 1969,
mentioned that the State uses as
a rule of thumb that approxi-
mately 40% of the apartments
monthly rental income should go
towards the tax payments.
=Based on the information [ can
read on the Independence Greens
apartment signs ~ 942 rentals

- leasing and starting at $140/

month (I'm sure these are mini-
mum) it would appear that in-
stead of 40% the township will
oply realize 10-15% in 1970 (based
on $50/1000 assessed). or some
$415,000 low. I'm sure the town-
ship and school district could use
the money.

< It is also interesting to note
that this complex went from an
assessed valuation of $4 million in
1969 to over $5 milljon in 1870 (or
a %% mcrease) with a very large
increase in available housing
through an extensive building
program. My own assessment
went up 2% and all Fdid was cut
the grass and shovel snow.

1 would also like to predict

Reader Disagrees

With Tax Study

the outcome of the planning study
- “We will need an extensive
apartment and townhouse build-
ing program’’ and if I'm not too
bold, located in the 12 Mile-Drake
area.

The large amount of land
held in this area by developers is
presently being assessed far be-
low market. 1 say |f the develo-
pers wish to run the w“nxlnp let
them pg

Recently in an Observer ar-
‘ticle. Mr. Osgood. as spokesman
for his home owners group. indi-
cated that new subdivisions are
assessed initially at far below
market. My experience -- check-
ing the Independence Commons
subdivision and others verifies
his observation.

I'm sure this furnishes some
additional advantage to the sales-
man in selling the remaining new
homes and once all lbots and
homes are sold the developers
have done their “'thing™* and the
citizen is on his own.

Mr. Osgood indicated his in-
decision to protest to the State

because his assessment was ap-
parently equal to market value

I maintain that until all prop-
erties are correct at market
value the real estate sample
which is used to determine the
equalization factor which then af-
fects all property on the tax roll
might' further increase your real
assessment used for actual tax
determination. The citizen has
until May 4 of this year to regis-
ter his protest with a State Tax
Commisgion provided he has ap-
peared before_the so-called Re-
view Board. \

I have tered my com-
plaint and I in] o point.out the
inconsistency in assessment prac-
tices that exists in the township

It's only through a sufficient
citizens movement will we be
able to correct these prablems
My basic position is to eliminate
the property value as a base for
taxes because of the obvious
problems to the retired and other
fixed incomes and to the special
interests assessment situation we
are faced with in our township.

R.T. Thompson writes

Open Board Meetings

For a long time. way too long
for those in the news media
there have been complaints from
many of thes communities cov-
ered by the Observer Newspa-
pers that school boards have not
opened meetings to the public.

In many instances. the trustees
have closed doors to all and then
continued with their regular busi-
ness. announcing decisions after
adjournment but never allowing
the news reporters or the public

“to listen to the comments of (he
various members.

In many instances, complamls
about this sort of traatment have
resulted in a tighter policy in-
stead of more of an open door
type.

Coe s

WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED
this closed door to the press at
more than one meeting in various
areas of Observerland, and we
never accepted it without a bit of
an_argiiment with the top offi-
cials.

It has always been our feeling :

that all meetings of boards,
school, township, city commiis-

sion or city council, should be
wide open to the press and the
‘public--unless there is a matter of
a personnel problem to discuss.

Now it appears the State-Board
of Education is planning to ex-
plore ways in which the local
boards can be encouraged to keep
meetings open to the public.

State Board Member Marilyn
Jean Kelly. of Detroit. has pro-
posed that her board sit down
with officials of the Michigan
Association of School Boards as
the.- first step in discussing the
situation.

PR

AS WE ALL KNOW, most
school districts are facing acute
financial problems now which will
probably get greater in the next
year or so.

With or without the advice of
1he State Board of Education, it's
high time for all local boards to
throw open the doors and wel-
come the public~- after all, mem-
bers are voted in by fhe elec-
torate and that same group can,
decide the future of the board and
the school district.



