MADD pushes for new drunk driving legislation

. By Loraine McClish
. staff writer

Oakland County MADD (Mothers
Against Drunk Drivers) is condueting a
letter-writing and petition drive for a
bill that would reform state drunk-
driver laws.

The drive is directed toward the
Michigan House Judiciary Committee,

- where Senate Bill 702-776-777 is await-
- ing the House vote. The bill would pro-
. vide minimum mandatory sentences
- for drunk-driving offenders, stiffer jail

sentences, fines and License revocation
beginning with the first offense.

“This bill is going to die if it isn't
acted on now,” said Cindi Helisek, a
Farmington Hills resident who is the
chapter’s recording secretary.

“It requires passage by the House
within the next four weeks, as the
House will recess for the November
elections.”

'The . Oakland - County chapter joins
with six other chapters in the state
pushing for the new law.

‘The group asks concerned citizens to
write to the House Judiciary Commit-

tee, State Capitol, Lansing 48309, urg-
ing passage of the bill.

HELISEK POINTS to statistics from
tiwo states which have passed reforms
of drunk-driving legislation relatively
recently.

In Maine, alcohol-related traffic fa-
talities fell off 44 percent in the first 10
months after stiffer penalties were im-

posed.

In California, alcohol-related fatali-
ties were down 14 percent in the first
three months after new laws were put
into effect.

Oakland County MADD will have
representatives at the State Capitol in
mid-September when the bearing on
the bill is conducted by the House Judi-
ciary Comynil

“And we'll be there for the important.
final vote as well,” Helisek said.

She listed a few points for residents
to ponder concerning the importance of
the pending bill.

“Twenty-six-thousand people are
killed in tbe U.S. every year in alcohol-
related accidents. This means 72 peo-
ple a day,” Helisek said.

“More than 1,000 people were killed

in Michigan in 1980 by drunk drivers.
“More than 57 percent of Michigan
teaffic fatalities are alcohol related.
“Drunk driving is the leading cause
of death in the 18-25-year age group.
“On an average weekend night one
out of every 10 drivers on the road is
drunk.”

AFTER THE all-important legisla-
tion reform, MADD cites its goals as
educating the public to victim assist-
ance at an accident; court monitoring
concerning drunk driving charges; and

public awareness.

The chapter meets at 7:30 pm. the
third Monday of each month. The ses-
sion for Sept. 20 will be beld in the Na-
val Reserve, on 11 Mile Road, east of
Inkster in Southfield.

S| er for the evening is Dr. James
O'Neill, an alcohol therapist. The meet-
ings are open to local residents without
charge.

Martin Krohner is president of the
chapter for the 1982-83 term. His vice
president is Joan Moran. Other officers
are Penny Bien and Mike Ritenour.
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‘Teens give summer time
to brighten days for
nursing home residents

By Sandi Hornespecial writer

The lives of residents at the Farm-
ington Nursing Home were brightened
this summer by the companionship of
11 area high school girls who served as
Junior Red Cross volunteers.

The girls made the residents' days
more enjoyable by reading to them,
writing letters, taking wheelchair resi-
dents outdoors or just sitting outdoors
on the patio with them.

The volunteers included Dionne Bur-
gess of Farmington Hills; Jo Ellen Ritz
of Livonia; Erika Stayner of Southfield;
and Kelly Parker, Joan Robsen, Janet

- Deane, Carolyn Dragon, Jane Luckert,

" Tracey Jones and Leyla Moossavi all of
Northville, Coralie De Kerhor, an ex-
change student from France, also did
some volunteer work this summer.

Burgess, a 15 year-old junior at Har-
rison High School, spent the most
hours, 198, working with the nursing
home residents this summer.

She summed up her experience by
saying, " love everybody here.”

Rose Morgan, activities director at
Farmington Nursing Home, was very
enthusiastic about this- year's volun-

teers.

“The people just fell in love with

them,” she said. “The girls have been

-able to do things for the residents
which ordinarily couldn’t be done, such
as walking them around outside the
building and just giving them a chance
to talk.”

Morgan added that the volunteers
helped with all activities, such as bin-
go, wheelchair dancing and singalongs.
Many girls will come back to visit the
residents when they return to school,
she said.

FARMINGTON Nursing Home was
the first nursing home to use Junior

Florence Haberman is one of the Farm-
i who came

Red Cross volunteers in the summer of
1969. All of the girls in the program are
recruited through their schools. |

Trish Guarino, a Red Cross staff
‘member and organizer of the program,
said the experience is beneficial to the
girls as well as the residents.

“Many volunteers use .this experi-
ence as a time for career exploration,’;
she said. “By actually working with
these people, they can help i

{F15B

A program in creative family living
called “Ancestors to Off-Spring” a
Family Life Cycle seminar and work-
shop, explores the natural phases of a

The partici

if they want to go into medicine or ree-
reational therapy as a career.”

Guarino added that many employers
look to see if applicants have done vol-
unteer work, o this experience could
increase the girls’ chances for getting
jobs in the future.

All of the volunteers received a cer-
tificate from the nursing home and the
Red Cross. Those who volunteered
more than 50 hours, also received a

pin.

Receiving pins were Kelly Parker,
16, Tracey Jones, 16, Leyla Moossavi,
16, Dionne Burgess, 15 and Erika
Stayner, 15.

All five girls were very enthusiastic
about their experience.

Tracey said she thought the experi-
ence was invaluable and she'd do it
again.

“It gave me an opportunity to meet
people and relate to them,” she said.
“It was good for me because I plan to
become a doctor.”

. Leyla was impressed by the dedica-
tion of nurses and aides at the home.

Erika said that through her experi-
ences at the nursing home, she’s cer-
tain she’d like to go into a medical
field.

Farmington Nursing Home resident
Joan Hyman said, “They were a great
bunch of girls. They came here not for
the money but because they wanted to.
They provided many happy hours.”

ington Nursing Home

to the ceremony when the young volun-
teers received their Red Cross cerlifi-

this year.

Osteopathic auxiliary
slates fall fund raiser

Wayne County Osteopathic Association Auxiliary
stages its annual fashion show this fall ‘Wednesday,
Sept. 22 in Westin Hotel, Detroit Renaissance Cen-

ter.

Fashions from The World of Shops will be shown
after luncheon in the event called “Falling Togeth-
er” for the group’s major fund-raiser of the year.
go toward the National Osteopathic
Scholarship Fund, for student loans, research, the
Michigan Osteopathic College Fund and the Osteo-

Proceeds

pathic Progress Fund.

“Tuitions at the major, non-state supported os-
teopathic institution are generally in excess of

as last year,” she said.

cates. Her. table companion is Leyla
i, one of nine teenagers who
spent summer hours at the nursing home

$12,000 per year not, now," stated Nancy Gra-
nowicz, speaking for the auxiliary. Tuitions and as-
sociated educational costs are rising rapidly so
money must be available for those young people
with financial need. “We must sell many more tick-
ets just to have the same money available this year

Cocktails will be served beginning at 11 a.m. fol-

lowed by luncheon at noon.
Tickets are $16 each, Checks are to be made pay-
iation Aux-

family’s P
will focus on issues, challenges and
predictable life crises that the different
stages of family life firesent.

The program is free of charge at 7:30
pm. Thursday, Oct. 7 in Farmington
High School, 32000 Shiawassee Road,
Farmington. Registration for the pro-
gram is being taken now by contacting
Family and Children Services of Oak-
land, 544-4004. The private, nonprofit
agency is sponsoring the presentation
in cooperation with Farmington Youth
Assistance (FYA) and the Farmington
YMCA.

Beatrice Rowe, program specialist,
and Ronni Tischler, family therapist,
both professional staff with Family and
-Children Services of Oakland, will lead
the workshop. Their-social work back~
grounds include work in community
prevention and educational services,
family counseling, child-abuse preven-
tion and the development of a new pro-
gram for families having their first
baby. .

“Qur intention is to present an edu-
cational exercise that will be an enjoy-
able experience. This program will al-
low people to think about where they
have been and where they are going,”
said Tischler.

“JUST AS CHILDREN move through
specific developmental stages to adult-

Beatrice Rowe

hood and adults move through stages as
they mature, so does the family move
through very definite stages and phases
as it grows through time.” ’

Each distinct phase of the family life
eycle comes with its own set of special
challenges, tasks and crisis that are de-
finable and predictable,” she said.

The six phases in the family life
cycle are described as:

® Young Adult; accepting separa-
tion and looking for independence from

parents,
® The Newly Married Couple; com-

From ancestors to offspring _
Natural phases of family cycle
are definable and predictable

- AR S
Ronnie Tischler
mitment and readjustment of relation-
ships with the extended family.

® The Family with Young Children;
taking on parenting roles and adjusting

“As we become more aware of these
stages we will be able to manage with
deeper insight and be better prepared
to guide our families in adjusting to
family-life tasks,” Tischler said.

For those interested in a more in-
depth look at their particular life-cycle
stages, a follow-up group series also
will be offered.

There will be a $25 registration fee
for this four-week follow-up series,
which begins the week of Oct. 18. These
smaller group sessions will be led by
professional family therapists. Sign-up
sheets for the follow-up series will be
available at the initial Family Life
seminar-workshop.

“The newly married couple must ad-
just to each other and to the members
of their extended families,” the FYA’s
Diane Sands said.

“Parents need to develop under-
standing of the ever-changing emotion-
al needs of growing children.

“All families must deal with births
and deaths.

“The seminar and workshop is de-
signed to examine in a positive anc cre-
ative way the natural phases of a fami-

and i

the marital relationship.

® The Family with in-
creasing flexibility of family bounda-
ries to include children’s i

ly's life
crises around major changes.
“Both of the i have an im-

® Moving On and Letting Go; ac-
ceptance of children as adults, birth of
grandchildren, disability and death of
parents.

© Family in Later Life; shifting of
the generational roles.

pressive background in family therapy,
social work and the implementation of
community service programming,” she
said.

Inquiries will be taken by Tischler or
Rowe by calling 544-4004.

SANDI HORNE/pholographer
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