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Weeklong irial ends
Mother acquitted of murders, arson

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff writer

A Rochester woman accused of mur-
dering her two young ciildren by set-
ting afire the house in which they died
has been found innocent.

Qakland County Circuit Judge John
N. O'Brien handed down that verdict
Thursday after hearing final testimony
in the bench trial of Regina Sue Park
Jones, 26.

Sue Jones was charged with two

v

counts of felony murder and one count
of arson of a dwelling in the deaths of
her children, Brenda, 4, and James, 18
months. :

The children died in a house fire that
broke out sometime between 4:30 and
4:45 am. July 9,-1981, at 187 Winry in
northern Avon Township, just outside
of Rochester.

In dismissing the charges, O'Brien
said there was the same 20-percent
chance that either the defendant, her
husband, James M. Jones, or her sister,

Expert in ESP
at Towns Hall

Seems those measly paychecks
sometimes aren't worth all the on-the-
job aggravation.

But consider George Kreskin's job.
The famed mentalist concentrates so
hard during his hour-long performanc-
es that he loses three pounds. And then
he still has to figure out where his pay-
check is hidden. .

All part of the entertainer's act, the
check previously has been stashed in
the barrel of a security guard’s gun, in
a man's upper dental plate and beneath
a concealed trap door. Kreskin, who
uses extra sensory perception (ESP)
has failed to locate the check only once.

He will try the same feat Oct. 28 in
the Hills Theater, 416 Main, as the
Greater Rochester Chamber of Com-
merce's lead speaker for the 1982-83
‘Town Hall Series.

1 think he's really going to be neat,”
said Lois Haack, GRCC executive di-
rector. “It's going to be a good pro-
gram.”

Also booked for the series are Helen
Milliken speaking on March 31 and
Mort Crim appearing on April 28. All
three lectures begin at 10:30 a.m. and

Asking one audience member to con-
centrate on the check’s lacation, the
Caldwell, N.J. native will use ESP and
the power of suggestion — but not hyp-
nosis — to find it.

If he fails, he'll return haif the mon-
ey to the GRCC and send the other half
to Big Brothers of America (he's that
organization’s national -entertainment
ambassador).

Born George Kresge Jr. in the mid-
19305, Kreskin began exploring magic
by imitating his comic strip idol, “Man-
drake The Magician” He honed his
ESP powers by playing “Huckle Buckle
Beanstalk” with his brother.

In the childhood game, an object is
hidden and the player must find it
while friends give clues by saying
“hot" or “cold.”

At age 9, Kreskin had a half-hour
magic act. At 11, he was involved with
hypnosis. But the avid camper and
cross country skiier won't use hypnosis
in his performances now.

He backs that promise with $25,000
deposited in an American bank that
will be given to the first hypnotist, phy-
sician, dentist or psychologist who can

ientifi prove the existence of a

are followed by in the Elks
Lodge of Rochester, 600 E. University.

Season tickets are $15 each, but that
price lasts only through Sept. 30 when
the rate increases to $18 per seat. Sea-
son luncheon tickets are $21 each.

KRESKIN, WHO has appeared on
television with Johnny Carson and
Mike Dauglas, tops off his show with
the hunt for his paycheck. He will be
escorted from the theater while a com-
mittee hides the money.

specific hypnotic trance during the
show.

KRESKIN, WHO earned a bachelor's
degree in psychology at Seton Hall Uni-
versity in South Orange, N.J,, studied
to be a classical pianist. The bachelor
is a voracious reader with a 3,000-vol-
ume library on subjects including mag-
ic, telepathy and parapsychology.

He says he can read more than 7,000
words per minute.
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Diane Fountaine, started the fire.

But, he said, while Fountaine had
“less opportunity” because she was
asked to leave the house one or two
days before the fire, and Sue Jones
could possibly have set it as a reaction
to alleged flashbacks to drugs and sa-
tanism, there appeared to be a “great-
er chance” that the child Brenda start-
edit.

Crying as O'Brien handed down the
verdict, Sue Jones later said she be-
lieved she would be found innocent be-
cause “Ididn't doit.”

“I DON'T always have to agree with
the judge’s decision,” said Jerome Fen-
ton, assistant prosecuting attorney.

“In my mind, I know she did it,” Fen-
ton said. “But F'm not the trier of fact.”

Forty-two witnesses testified for the
prosecution in the six-day trial. De-
fense attorney Donald Brown did not *
present any witnesses.

But Brown argued that the prosecu-

tion, who attempted to show Sue Jones
intentionally set the fire that killed her
children, “has not made a case of first-
degree murder.” -

“Jt seems as though the prosecution
is trying to imply that this was a
premeditated murder,” Brown said, in-
dicating Fenton tried to show that Sue
Jones “wanted to get rid of Brenda.”

“Why her?" Brown asked. “The only
suggestion is that over some period of
time, she said Brenda wasill.

“The defendant’s position is that she
did not set this fire,” Brown said.

While the prosecution’s witnesses
testified that the fire was “willfully
set” in Brenda's bedroom, Brown con-
tended it could have been a smoldering
fire that took time to turn to flames,
suggesting why the smoke detector ap-
parently did not go off immediately.

THE FIRST day of testimony
showed that others in the rented, one-
story house when the fire broke out

were James M. Jones, then 25, who
married Sue Jones in October; her son,
Gregg, then 8; her brother, Robert
Fountaine, then 18; 2 neice, Deanne,
then 6 months; and Edward Sparks,
then 18, Robert Fountaine's friend.

In the final day of testimony, some of
Sue Jones' former co-waorkers testified
that the defendant often talked about
Brenda's poor health, complaining the
child was either diabetic, anemic or ep-
ileptic,

Ellen Bailo, co-assistant manager at
a Rochester restaurant where Sue
Jones worked, said the defendant told
her Brenda would “never amount to
much” and that she was “really differ-
ent than the other kids.”

At a birthday party given for Brea-
da, Batlo testified, Sue Jones and Diane
Fountaine talked about the child being

il
“Just that she was really sick,” Bailo
said. “The way they were talking about

her
sick.

Diane Fountaine, who lived in the
Winry residence until a day or two be-
fore the fire, testified that Sue Jones
told her Brenda didn't have long to live.

Another sister, Martha Fountaine,
21, testified that Sue Jones told her
Brenda wouldn't live to be 6 years old
because she was a diabetic.

BUT IN the first week of testimony,
Dr. Daniel Didocha, Brenda and James’
personal physician, testified that Sue
Jones did not discuss such health con-
cerns with him. !

Didocha testified that he examined
Brenda for hyperkinesis, but found that *
she “was an appropriate acting 3-year-
old who might be reacting to changes
in the family.”

In other testimony, Oakland County
Sheriff's Detective Sgt. William
O'Brien testified that during an inter-
view with Sue Jones in mid-July 1981,
he asked her if she set the fire.

was that she was really, really
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COLE HAAN SHOE SHOW
Friday, September 24
11 am. to 7 p.m.
Birmingham

Mark Goodwin, of Cole Haan Shoes, will
be visiting Jacobson’s for a showing of their
important traditional footwear for men.
He will be pleased to assist you in selecting
business, dress and casual shoes of
fine leather...both from Jacobson's
extensive collection and those
available for special order.

Jacobson's

Open Thursdays and Fridays until 9:00 p.m.
We will validate your parking ticket.




