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City Councll to map out a plan of action
1o deal with'the problem.

While Farmington Hills commuters
find area roads crumbling and over-
crowded, city officlals are bunting for
d them.

But a decline in state gas and welght
taxes, which pays for repairs, has left
many projects wantlng.

‘Wlith a prelimlnary list of 14 projects
costing an estimated $5 million In
band, admnistration officlals urged

Crime victims
will benefit
with new laws

By M.B, Dlllon Ward
statt weller

‘The recent passage of siricter drunk
driving Iawa by the Mlchigan Leglsla-
ture Indicates that Mothers Agalnst
Drunk Driving, (MADD), could prove to
be a vanguard for other victim interest
groups, according to Farmlington Pub-
e Safety Dircctor Robert Slefert..

The reform package toughens penal-
ties for drunk drivers and makes It cas.
fer for police to arrcet motorists sus-

. pected of driving under the influence of

alcohol,

Formed only sevea months zgo in
Michigan, the Californin-based MADD
organization has exeried intense pres.
sure on the Legislature and the judiclal
system In its effors to curb highway
camage due to drunk driving.

MADD'S LEGISLATIVE  victory
“represents the interests of victims,
who In our system have been forgot-
ten,” said Stefert, member of a state-
wide drunk driving task force that,
urges passage of tho laws,

““The system has to be more respon-
sive to victims, and not only In drunk
driving concerns.”

Desplte the growing need for their
crime

Growing Son adds to the mon-
ey woes, according to a report present-
ed toclty leaders, .

“Many of our two-lanc and three-
fane highways aro over capaclty, creat-
Ing lengthy backups of traffic, especial-
1y at the peak hours of the day,” sald
the report, presented by City Manager
Larry Savage.

He urged the expansion of two-lane
ronds so they're capable of handling
left hand turns and, in turn, reduce

concept in the United ‘States, Selfert
2ald.

(Federal legislation passed Friday —
after Sicfert was Interviewed by the
Observer — addresses for the first
time the vitims of crime. It mandates
that before sentenclng, judges obtain
an “impact statement" deseribing what
the crime did to the victim and/or the
‘vietim'a survivors.)

THE PASSAGE OF the MADD-
backed laws also Is impressive in light
of those who comprise the group, he
sald. Often, members become emotion-
ally involved In the Issue after loslng a
loved one in & drunk driving accldent
= a factor many predicted would de-
crease MADD's effectivencss and cred-
ibility. But professionalism has charac-

terized the group's activitics sinca its
* Inception In Michigan." T

Among the provisions of the three
measure reform packege, which tokes
effect April 1,198%:;

® Driving with a bleod alcohol con-
tent of 0.10 or higher — currently con-
sidered “a presumption of drunken-
ness" — wlll be an automatie violation
of state law.

® Licenses of repeat offenders may
be suspended for up to flve years — an

groups rep
victims ‘atili signify a revolutlonary

Ploasa turn to Page §

trafflc congestlon.
UNPAVED ROADS also d

" Farmington, Michigan

arminaton Observer

Bad roads will cost millibns: of $$ to repair

cost being picked up by clty funds.
*“Unfortunately, as the nced for these
hi

his attentton.

“We must also review our major gra-
vel roads to sce what developments
may occur in the futuro and provide
pavement in these gravel sections that
will handle both existing and future
traffic volume,” says the report.

Recent paving and resurfacing of lo-
cal roads have reduced maintenance
costs, says Savage. But those programs
were financed with 20 percent of the

'\Jl

‘ E
2

p 08 our abili-
ty to finance them has been decreas.
ing," says the report.

been shrinking In relatlon to the re-
dueed gasollne consumptlon.” 3
Incrensed material costs, comblned
with budget constraints in the state
Highway Department and Oakland
County Road Commission, have added
to the burden of local munlelpalitics to
malntain roads, sald the report.

Mums the word
Charlos Mishakis prunes some of his brightly colored mums grow-

ing along the driveway in front of his home, Mishakis will play a
feading role in the annual meoling and show of the Natlonal

*“The primary source of revenue has
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T

Jar Suburban #'gs.

Following are a list of projects out-
lined by elty administration. Some
have estimated cost. Others have yet to
be tallled:

& 12 MILE ROAD CORRIDOR —
There currently is an Inter-city task
{oree studying the congestion and Im-

uired to

p req

the growing traffic on this major tho-
roughfare. Although the master tand
use plan has determined a boulevard
sectlon for the westerly portion of this
roadway through the city, no ptan has
been prepared for its implementation,
City officials have recommended con-
tinued study by the Lask force. No cost

Ploasa turn to Page §

# ORCHARD LAKE ROAD be.
tween 12 Mile and Grand River — This
section of roadway originally was in-
cluded In the Oakland County Road
Commisslon’s construction program.
Because of the current budget cons.
trainis, this project has been removed
from the immedlate pricclty llst. Esti-
mated cost: $767,000.

MINDY BAUNDERS/stat photographes

Chrysanthemum Soclety Inc. this weokend at the Tel-Twelve Mall
in Southfield, It's Michigan's second national show, At lcast 5,000
people are expected to view the blooms.

Hills founding father honored as First Citizen

By Steve Barnsby
editor

Busincas and civic leaders turfied out
1o honor one of Farmingion Hills' most
distlnguished political leaders at tho
annual Chamber of Commerce dlaner
last week,

Robert McConnell, who

was named Citizen of the Year by the

_ local buatness organization, More than

150 persons turned out to sec Farming-
ton Hills® tlrst mayor receive his due.

In what seemed an appropriate pair-
Ing, McConnell shared the Chamber
dianer spotlight with natfonally-known
The Unl-

the drive for cityhood 10 'yuu 380,

Paul
versity of Michigan prafessor was the

McCracken cautiously optimistic

evening’s speaker (See

of the F¢ Hills In-

story).

While McCracken has dlstingulshed
himseM economically on a nallonal
scale, McConnell has done the same on
alocal level.

It was for those economlc accome
plishments he was honored at the Bots-
ford Inn last Thursday, Since 1974 the
Irish-born businessman has been the

Past holds key to economy

By Stave Barnaby
edlior

1t you're looking for future economic
recovery, scek out the lessons of histo-
Ty a8 your guide,

Paul McCracken left with the Farm-
Ington/Farmington Hills Chamber of
Commerce during its annual dinner.
More than 150 business and civic
leaders gathered in the Botsford Inn
Carrlage House ‘{rhunday to ilsten to
Qi

glve his predictions on the future of
this country's economy.

He locked at both short- and long-
range economic history to present his
argument for recovery.

That's the advice that it

the L

,

st Paul M

the ing of the

ond of a long-awaited mnora:c recovery. chCuclmn addressed
Hills

the F
nual meeting N

P | n

atits an-

C P le, McCracken
noted that {n the Jast month, economic
Indicators showed the country was
{ightlng the ravages of inflation and
high Interest rates.

“IF THIS isn't the beglaning of the
end, it 13 the cnd of the beginning," sald
McCracken; The professor is a member
of the Economle 'Polley Advisory

*Board formed by President Ronald
Reagan when he took offlce.

Indicators to watch for up and down
swings, sald McCracken, are Inflalion,
unemployment and the performance In
real income gains,

“11 T would have attended this mect-
ing a month ago, I would have been
hardpressed- to cite anything upbeat.
But within the lzst month, there has
been some empirical evidence that the
bend we wanted to start up again may
be coming.”

Among those positive indicators is a
change in consumer sentiment, sald
MecCracken, referring to the recent In-
creases in stock market action, This, he
sald, correlates with the fate of the au-
tomoblle industry.

“We're all famillar with a durable

dustrial and Economic Development
Commlsslon. Dutlng his tenure several
large industrial corporations have
come to Farmington Hills. Among
those are Manfuacturers Hanover and
Texas Instruments,

MOST PERSONS credlt McConnell
wlth luring those and many other core
poratlons to the clty.

n accepting the honor, McConnell
gave credlt to others §n the community
for the clty's economic growth,

“It's nothing that I've personally
done, but it has been those’ who have
worked worked with me,” he told the
audlence.

“Much of the credit gocs to the fore-
sight of the carly township fathers who
put us in an enviable economic posi-
tion," he sald. .

Beglnning in the 1860s, McConnell
and a group of other residents launched
a campalgn to dump township govern-
ment and change to cliyhood. At one
time consideration was glven to merg-
ing the townshlp with the clty of Farm-
ington. But that move failed by a slim
electoral margin.

In 1972 a charter commission was
elected and McConnell was named its
chairman. He also served as the lown-
ship's last supervisor — a job he hoped
would be ellminated, .

Alter a stormy year of wrangling
over varlous aspects of the proposed
charter by the commissioners and an
equally stormy campalgn, the charter
was by the elcclorate and
Farmington Hiils was born.

President of MCP Inc., the textlle de-
slgn englneer spent countless hours
away from his famlly, splitting his
time between his business and the
clty’s business, Besfdes serving as may-
or and clty councllman, McConncll was
elected as an Oakland County commis-

“ sloner In 1976. He resigned in 1978 to
pursue his business interests.

McConnel! was nomlnated by Bots.
ford Inn owner John Anhut, who served
with him on the Industriz} and Eco-
nomic Development Commlsslon.

“ie are constantly pralsed by appli-
cants for the cfficlency and good
demesnor of our board,” said Anhut in
hia
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petition,

N

trish-born Robert McConnell took a bow Thursday aftor being
named Citizen of the Year.

sible in that he has such o thorough _ A graduate of the Belfast College of
knowledge of our area and Is so dedl. Technology and Queens CO“;BCB h;!
cated to seeing that Farmington HIs received his master's degree in busi-
survives,” he safd. ness from Wayne State Unlversity.
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