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Theater group overextends with ‘My Fair

Performances of the Garden City
Civic Theatre
Fair Lady” continue at & pm. to-
night through Saturday at the
CO'Leary auditorium, Middlebelt
near Ford Road. Tickets are avail-
able at the door,

8y Yom
statf writee

The Garden City Civic Theatre en-
closes a questionnalre wilh Its program
gulde for “My Falr Lady," the Lerner
and Loewe musical that contloues thls
weekend at the theater.

One of the questions asks theater-
goera what sort of production they hope
o see in the future on the O'Leary Au-
ditorium stage, Chances aro that few in
attendance at Saturday's performance
responded by saying they boped to see
more productlons like “My Fair Lady.”

It's not fust that most of the well-
intended Garden City troupers had

Steven de Groote excels playing ‘Emperor’ concerto

By Macy Jane Doerr
spocial writer

Planlst Steven de Groote, Grand
Prize Winner of the Fifth Van Cliburn
drennlal Plano  C

production of “My.

review

trouple keeping up with Lerner’s diffi-
cult lyrics, which they did, or that the
youthful orchestra had trouble keeplng
pace with the troupers and Loewe's

spirited music, which they did.

NO, INDIVIDUAL performances
didn’t bring “My Fair Lady” down.
Rather, one senses that this undertak-
ing was doomed from the onset be-
cause of such tanglbles 2a the enor-
mous popularity of the original Broad.
way production and subsequent Warner
Broa, film, aa well as the poor acoustica
of 0'Leary Auditorium and, to a small
degree, only they lmiled talents of
many members of the cast.

A play can work even when {ta cast s

nlea) accuracy that made him not only
the winner of the Cllburn contest but
also of the Young Concert Artisis Inter-
national Audltlons in New York city
and a finalist in the 1976 Levintritt
C.

1977, opened the 37th season of the
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra on Sun-
day afternoon at Plymouth Salem High
School Auditorium with a technically
superb readition of Ludwig von Beetho-
ven's Plano Concerto No, 5 in E Flat
Major,

1t was that same display of the tech-

Area actors play in ‘Mame’

De Groote has a fluldlty In his hands
and the abllity to sensitively shada his
delivery so that each note is clearly
heard, 1t s a preclslon that makes each
note distinet.

The E-flat Plano Concerto s better
knows as the “Emperor” Concerto. The
name is a misnomer, but it aptly de-

’

blessed with minimal aptitude, but “My
Falr Lady” rarely makes the most of
its few blessings,

Ronald Mack, who plays Ellza Dool-
Ittle's father, Alfle, Is a good example
of this. When attempting “With a Little
Bit of Luck” early In the play, Mack
utterly fails to eatablish hls character
as one of the world’s most original

ers to him. He seems instead mpre
1ike a doddering Skid Row derelict than

1s turned out for (bl lusty song and
dance, which comes closest to match-
{ng the splrit of the original play by ita
falthful recreation of the English music
hall atyle, To be sure, there were many
miaseps, mixsed cues, slurred lyrics
and sluggish muslcal accompaniment.

BUT THE ASSORTED flower glrls
and Cockney vendors in the number
demonstrated a genuine glee and vitall-
ty sadly missing from the rest of the

a vibrant celebrant of Cockney re . pla

sourcefulness; and Mack’s go at the
Cocknoy accent Is more indescribable
than Engllah.

Complicating matters is that faet
that Mack Is glven center stage
throughout much of this number, and
that’s a space he can‘t posalhly fill.

Yet, later In the play, Mack ia an n-
tegral part of this productlon's most
successful number, “Get Me to the

Church on Time." Most of the cnsemble

review

scribes the majestic work with Its regal
qualities. The work I3 a virtuose con-
certo for Its technical demands, but It
requires more than a virtuoso to play it
in the emotlon and spirit that it de-
mands.

FROM THE opening grand chords,

play.

l{'ﬂ difflcult to understand why di-
rector Michnel Burdeg chosa to spot-
1ight the borderline muslical talents of
Mack 1n “With a Little BIt of Luck”
while wisely blending him (nto the fes-
tive ‘Get Me to the Church on Timo.”
The result In each case.was a show-
stopper, one bad and one good.

“What a Frenzied Moment that Was" "‘“.:’F,’?i,“ John Q:llnn would have

with splendid, upper-crust

was ove of tho evenlog'shlts.
lowed when  BARBARA SCANLON as Eliza and
mA“ml_n.mhnxmer c'o':otr:l‘: [to"the ;u.n- Michael Rothaar as Professor H.Iggll:: =

shadowing the other membera of the
cast to such a degroe as to be distract-
ing. Scanlon and Rotbaar may be ob-
served walllng for the orchestra to
cateh up with' their lyrics — even
greater distraction. -
Musleal director Carole Mihalo war-
rants a blt of I.h‘;‘ghma for the l;%ﬁn
perhaps It's beyond anyone's capabillty
to get this young orchesira to'play bet-

the line's impact is lost In
and amidst the shuffte of
scene-clearing feet.

None of the performers adequately
filled the O'Leary’s large, unaccomuno-
dating stage, but Burden, {0 his credit,
keeps the cast on the move and, for the
most part, uses the massive stage to
best advantage.

But wby Burden placed Professor
Hj| and Eliza on one extreme lde

gglns The cast also {ncludes Stephen Sell -
of the stage for thelr most tnucbt.nlga.

23 Colonel Pickering, Marl Vamplew a8
Mrs. Higglos, Kremse

Otherwise, Burden too few
innovations, “Ascot Gavote,” whereln
the gentry at the Ascot races sing

the work Is exciting with an Intenslty

that persista to the end.

The Allegro movement was dis-
jolned, but by the Adaglo un poco mos-
50 Conductor Johan van der Merwe and
de Groote aeemed (o be unlted In their

purposa and direction.

Here the performance took on Lhe
qualltles that we assoclate with the
work. In that sccond movement, lhe

two countrymen from South Africa
achieved a melodic blend of orchestra
and soloist, which carrled into the third
movemest, Rondo Allegro, though it
wasn't that strong.

De Groote, a former student of Ru-

Diane T a8 .
Plerce and Marc Gawronak! as Freddy

. And, :
In the play is unclear. o HiIL \

certalnly,
more ntimate sets and/or lghting by

terpretation of the English muslc z0 of- *
dered lo be dull, Under van

dolf Serkin at Curtls Institute of Musle
in s now {ated with
der Merwe'a baton, the muslc was allve

the plano department of Arizona State
University, He has released two re- -and powerful.
cords with Deutsche Grammophon.® “The Fireblrd Suite No. 2" is muslc
Other numbers on the afternoon con-  that Ia very famitlar to Detrolters now, *
cert were Overture to the Opera “I  with the Detroit Symphooy’s many per-
Barbiere di Siviglla” by Rossini, “The formances of its complete versicn and
Firebird Sulte” by Stravinsky and coming recording. Van der Merwe
“Enigma Variations" by Elgar. wisely chose the shortened version, In

ter, but at jeast they could play faster. - <

the absence of the visuals (the ballet), -~

this version is dramatic and keeps the
audlence attention.

Next concert of the Plymouth Sym- -
phony Orbestra will be on Nov. 21,
Donald Sinfa, saxophone,

THE ORCHESTRA'S most impres.
alve and Insplred performance was In
the final number by Elgar. Perhaps
van der Merwe's background serves
him well In providing an g ln-
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Delightfully Different

Several area resldents will appear [n the Players
Guild of Dearborn productlon of “Auntie Mame,"
the original play from which the musical was tak-

en.

They Include Helen de Jiulio of Westland as No-
rah Muldoon, housckeeper to Mame, played by
Jacqueline Bacus; Clemle Cyburt of Plymouth as
Mame's close friend, Vera Charles; and Cynthia
Szezsay of Redford as Glorla Upson, deslgnated
bride of Mame's nephew, Patrick.

Performances of “Mame" are at 8 p.m. Oct. 29-

31 apd Nov. 5-7. Reserved scat tickets are $5, ex-
cept for senlor cltizens on Oct. 31 when the price in
advance is $3. For reservations and ticket informa-
tlon phone 565-5392.

The cast also Includes David Wrubel as Ito, her
Js 1 and Norrls
23 Beau and Woody Bredln as M. Lindsay Woolsey,
the men In her life.

“Auntle Mame” Is the scason's sceond offering
for the Player Guild.

CLOCK. Jr.

ALL-U-CAN-EAT SPECIAILS

inchudes Potelo, Toast & chokce of  satad, or cole sive.
30D, balad o cole slew

33480 W, 7 Ml
Livonla (K-Mart Shoi

ON T

Saturday Specla

TOWn

Spaghetti Dinner

Cholos of souss, sgs

V;sl How Sarving
v Baked Chickon & Short e

t Farmington Rd.
q Center) ¢ 478-8215

W

MONEY SAVING COUPON o

2 cabaret concerts close series

and 9:30 pm. In the muscum's indoor contineatal
garden, Kresge Court cafe, Tickets at $6 may be
purchasad through the museum ticket offlce (832-
2730) and at the door on an avallabllity basls. Res-

‘Two Friday evening cabaret Jazz concerts re-
maln In the 1982 “Jazz at the Instltute” serles,
which will conclude Oct. 29 at the Detrot Institute

of Arts,

The Harold McKinney Trio will be featured Fri-
day, and the series will {lnish Oct. 20 with the
Charles Boles Quintet.

Two performances are given cach Friday, at 7 cl

I —— Y —————————,
@’i‘( & THE OFFICE OF MAJOR EVENTS PRESENT
53

ervations are suggested.

WITH SPECIAL GUEST
RICKY SKAGGS

WINNER OF THE 1982 COUNTRY MUSIC
AWARD'S TOP MALE VOCALISTI

FRI., OCTOBER 29
CRISLER ARENA-ANN ARBOR
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!1!

THE MICHIGAN UNION BOX OFFICE, ALL
HUDSON'S AND CTC QUTLETS INCLUDING
THESE: HUDSON'S (WESTLAND, 0BOLITH-

LAND, BRIARWOOD), RECORD OUTLET
{WESTLAND, FARMINGTON), AND SHOW-
ERAMAN'S PARTY STORE-LIVONIA.

SUNDAY ONLY
3pmtos

LISH

Wine, beer, soft drinks and snacks may be pur-
hased.

NOW APPEARING
The Return Of

RUMPLESTILTSKIN

Happy Hour Monday thru Friday
Sp.m.to8p.m,

Co-Sponsors of Uof M Fooiball

onWW.J Radio 3R

Monday Night Football Party
Wide Screen TV

pm .
EXPANDED Il
MENU,

12 MOY'S
-
- JAPAN nd HINESE
HAPPY HOUR 2 for 1

TUES-FAlIN THE LOUNGE Ul 7 PM
FRIDAY 2 for 1 til 7 PM in DINING ROOM

CARY.QUTS D% HinE5E 1000
Chiness Luch 113 Jnpaness Lunch 112
Chinasa Dinnee 3635 dmpanese
TR SATUR 90X

ForArserversns  CLOSIDMONDAY
427.3170 16325 Middisbelt « Livonla
Lﬂmmmmﬂ J

Buslnessmen's Lunchoons $2.83 up.
Complate Dinnors $4.85 up
EXCELLENT FOOD SERVED (N A TROPICAL
ATMOSPHERE SPECIALIZING (N
CANTONESE CODKING

rican F

28208 PLYMOUTH RO, L
(BETWEEN MIDDLEBELT &

Amencan Exaress, VISA, Master Charge Accepled

FAMLY RESTAURANT

« BEEF PASTIES $1.59
Buy 4 or more, get 1 FREE with ad
RAutabaga & carrots added on
request at no extra charge.

» $2.00 OFF Doxen .

« SPECIAL FAMILY SiZE PIZZA
U-BAKE-IT $4.99

Fitchea

- 2LOCATIONS
67558 MIDOLEBELT

13
GARDEN CITY 421-0680
P
Bt

7831 W. 7 MILE
LIVONIA, 638-7738

ALLOWEEN
PARTY

SAT., OCTOBER 30TH

PRIZES FOR BEST COSTUMES

8AY. OCT. 23 WED. LADIES NIGHT
Bon Vayege Party for DRINKS % PRICE
Cockiall Hour - Mon~Fri.

Dennie Rome & CoButfet 37
D

‘Wednesday, Thursday

52 off
Large Pizza
TAlNMENT‘??::'“ '

20505 W, 8 Mile
Farmington
Hille

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday
‘Whole Slab of Ribs

- for price of a dinner

8695

474-4850

QOGREEK ONCE A WEEK - T|

KNOCKOUT DINNER SPECIALS

$ 399
EACH
T SUN.THURS,
* DELMONICO BTEAK pem to close
BELLY BUSTER OMELETTE W/TOAST
« Served with Soup, Salad, Potalo,

Vegetatio, Tazas Toast

FJ o 26000 8 Mile 17314 Lahser
at cﬁ’i/ﬂbd 6

3D T af inkrine a3 o
633-0018 B32.0602

VEAL
SPAGHETTI W/GARLIC
TOAST a BALAD

Cocktails
Luncheon-Dinners

Complete Dinner or Sandwich
Served Anytime - Casual Dress

* BANQUET FACILITIES AVAILABLE

' Tbe Cbalet of uv;nljn

39308 PLYMOUTH RD.
Coener ot Eckies RA.
4064-2872

e P S S U VO O O W
“JUST LIKE HOMEMADE"

@%\L@@ﬂ@

Upper Penninsuia
Style Pasties with
that Finnish accent
Rutabsga & Carrot
In every one!

PASTIES

. . ‘GhOUPODIt
y uy three, got one
19189 Merriman Beef Pasty

471-1880 FREE
Cury out hot of frozen
Won-Bat. 10.7 pm Limit 1 per customer
1M NEWHURGH PLAZA

RCANTONESE
AMERICAN
CUISINE

* COCKTAIL LOUNGE

* BUSINESSMEN'S
LUNCHEONS

« FAMILY DINNERS

CARRY-OUT SERVICE
BANQUET FACILITIES

OPEN EVERY DAY
Monday-Thursday 11a.m.-11p.m.
Friday-Saturday 11 8.m.-12 p.m.
Sundays & Holldays 12-10 p.m.

e =




