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CTOR BRIAN KEITH pulled
open the cupboard doors be-
bind the desk of Father Tim

the sudience the he would

‘We're quick-change arltists, actors,
monologisis, stagehands and prop

men.’

— Actor Brian Keith

starring in ‘Mass Appeal’

e
there, and chaoge Into, during the

be moved about the stage at the
Theatre, poklng Into still
hiding places where other sur-
would be found,
o burly star settled into a chalr be-
& table, continuing-to talk about
the shaw in which he will play a wise,
older, priest whose patience Is tried by
an tle young seminarian, .
* A comedy hit still playing on Broad- ,
wiy,; Mass Appeal” co-stars Bill C._
Davis, who also wrote the play and will |

diroct ‘the Blrmingham Theatro pro-

daction} (Colncidentally, Bill Davis is*
the name of the character Kelth played

on .the successful TV-comedy series

“Famlly Affalr.") .

/B! GHAM THEATRE previews
begiA Friday-Sunday with regular per-
formaances the followlng week. Play-
dates tontlnue theough Nov. 21,

“We're quick-change arilsts, uctors,
monologlats, stagehanda and prop
men,” Keith sald, explaining how the*
two cast members would be busy not
only performing thelr roles but chang. -
ing cpstumes and rearranging stage
prope daring blackouts.

Kelth:rehearsed the show with Davis
in-New:York before coming to Blr-

am‘a week ago. For this Friday
morning Interview, the actor showed
up at'the theater dressed with country
casualness.
_ He wore a camel-colored cap, a soft
wool sports coat with a_contrasting

. ormﬁ stripe and Calvin Kleln brown

4 bright blue eyes accented his
rugged features and the grey sldeburna
that pecked from under his cap.

He was a charming blend of

and p
in an easy way, recalllng past events
with & grin and a posltive manner.

IS CAREER has spanned the stage
(he was born fn a trunk, he sald, the
chitd of theatrical parents who starred
on Broadway), movies, radio and tele-
vision making Kelth's name and face
famillar to a variety of audlences,
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Kelth precalled actlng on stage as &
chlld, 1 did a little and [ dida't Uke it,"
e zald with a smile.

Paramount Studios waa in New York
then, and he got his first movie role in
“The Pied Piper of Malone.”

Movie actlog didn't appeal to him
then, elther, “I just hated it,” he sald.
The intensity of the bright kielg lights
was one of the things that drove him to
distractlon. - .

After high achool he went Into the
Marina Corps. “After five years of that,
World War Il was over, and I was faced
with making a llving."

“1 was very lucky, I fell over that
first job,” he sald about a summer tour
of a play cailed “Junlor Miss.” Keith
then toured In “The Male Anlmal,"
playlog Wally, the young football play-
er,

“1 WAS IN A LOT of flops. I worked
In moviea that happened to be shot in
the New York arca,” he sald. “There
was no TV yet.” He worked as an extra
and did stunts. He mentioned the old
Jam Handy Organlzation in Detroit, re-
membering some Induatrial films he

ap)

He did recordinga of children's sto-
ries and played on radlo for “Theater
Guild of the Alr.”” “You could play two
or three parts and get paid for each
one,” Keith sald.

The first stage hit he appeared in
was “Mr. Roberts” in 1947 in New
York. It playcd Detrolt's Cass Theatre
1n 1048. 1 stayed with it three years,"
Keith sajd.

Alfter seven years of theater, he went
to the West Coast to do movies and then
1lve tetevision, With his experience asa
stago actor, lve television was a snap.
As for his film career, “the movies just
kept coming." )

Kelth dide't do theater again until
1979, he said, when he was offered the
road company of “Da.” He turned that
down because he didn't want to tour

but later played the starring role for
alx months in New York. “I had & great
time,” ho sald.

“Then, { did & whole bunch more
movies,” he sald. Of his film roles,
Kelth zaid the ona be enjoyed most waa
“The Wind and the Lion,” ln which he
played Teddy Roosevelt and Sean Con-
nery played an Arab shelk.

“PLAYING TEDDY Roosevelt was
wonderful, He waa such a character.
0ddly, with just glasses and o wig — 1
grew a mustache — 1 dido't have to do
:?ﬁhlng more to look just ke pictures
ofblm."

Kelth propped bls boot on tho desk as
he philosophlzed about his movie roles.
“Making a living, you still come out
‘with a lot of crap.”

Ho sald that both Montgomery Clift
and Marlon Brando, big atars whom he
admired, made some bad films along
with only a few good ones. “It's 90 per-
cent pick and shovel.”

Even the bad stuff can be fun though.
“I'vo done a ot of outdoor westerns —
junk — and had a good time dolng it,"
hesald,

From 1986-70, Keith starred on the
TV-slicom “Family Affair.” He was co-
producer of the show which 1s still
belng seen in reruns, “Thank God, I
own part of it,” he sald.

In 1972-79, the actor dld a TV serics
in Hawall, with his real-lifs family,
called “The Little People.” He played n
pedlatrician and his wife Victoria
played a purse, “It wasa good ahow but
things were changlng,” he safd.

Showa lke "Maude” and “Archle
Bunker” took over, Comedy got to be
“a bunch of insults.”

After Wlving in Hawall for 11 years,
the Kelthe have moved to Los Angeles.
They bave a 12- and a 14-year-old stlll
living at home. A daughter, 21, is a pro-
fessional dancer working with the Phil-
adelphta Ballet.

Brlan Keilh, at the Birmingham Theatre, said of

the play "Mass Appeal,” “It's not

rian Keith looks forward to new role

rellg-

- - {8,Ro-9CKONIC

.

tary . . . I1's handled with a Iol’o! fun. It's really a
dy about

ious. 1¥'s about truth, love. We could be in the mili-

serious.”
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auditions
Closed auditions for singers and  suggested. an avdition appointment.
dancers will be held in carly tlve pi are Erlc Jones Using two actor-singers, this hour-
{or Metropolitan Reperiory Company's and Blrmingham resident Robert long revuc has 17 songs and no dla-
upcoming winier and spring musical Cascmore. logue. It is a lighthearted drama about

shows.

AUDITIONS FOR Stephen Son-

Performers interested In audltioning
may send resumes and head shots,
along wlth address and phone numbers,
to Metropolltan Repertory Company,
P.0. Box 486, Royal Oak 43068, Audl-
tions will be held by appointment only.
Prepared songs or ather material is

dhelm’s musfeal revue, “Marry Me a
Little,” will be held from noonto 3 p.m.
Oct. 30 at the Attic Theatre in Detroit's
Greeklown.

Interested persons should prepare a
song by Sondhelm and dress for a possi-
ble dancing sudition, Call 963-7789 for

slngle New Yorkers spending a lonely

Saturday night in thelr modest apart-
_ments, He llves above her and they in-

teract only in each other’s {antasles,

The show will run Nov. 26 to Dec. 18
at midnight on Fridays-Satudays as
part of the Altfe Theatre's “Midalght
Showcase” series.

¥ ’Mondny Nights

$7°1 por person

Freach Fries, Roll and

Joins Tues:lay Nights
INFLATIOI:J‘EIGHTERS

,}\\mea E]mj

Featuring: Petlt Frog Legs {All you
can cat) seeved with: Cheese Crock
and Crackers, Somp Salad,

¢ “The Workers

0

% THE BEST
OF YOUR YEAR

2/COME AND ENJOY..

¥ Autumn refreshments

exhibit, exclusive local
showing in the Muscum,
Oct. 2 through mid-Nov,

¥ “The Bat" prescnted
Friday and Saturday even-
ings live in the Muscum
“Theater, starting Oct. 8.
IF YOU BUY A $50.00 FAMILY MEMBERSHIP
THERE’S STILL MORE...

MAKE FALL .

¢ Family Halloween

w
World”

8:00 p.m, Nov. 20.

for a memorable meal

another time.

Village.

day gift purchas

¥ d free
to both Museum and

¢ 10% discount on distinctive
gifis. (Your savings *  holi-

could pay for your aember-

YOUR G

¥ Free iption to
Herald magazine.

¥ Free Members' Outi
For the first time o

es al e
arcas. Aug. 28.
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Jam-

onc time from the Cider Mill boree— Fun for the whole
threughout October. family. Greenficld Village,
6:00-10:00 p.m. Advance
¥ Falt Chores and Food reservation required, Oct. 29
Preparation in Edison and &30, 1982.
Saltbox houses.

Clareno and Canto—

Henry & Victoria Mcredith
perform music for voice and
trumpet. Muscutn Theater,

Don't miss Eagle Tavern

1. Open

daily with tavern fare from

the

ng—
behind

the scenes in storage,
restoration and production

QWENSEN'S

ICE CREAM & RESTAURANT

OUR FOOD 1S AS GOOD AS OUR ICE CREAM

"That's saying a mouthful. Becauso our ice cream s made the old fashloned way.
, B we dont stop at making deliciaus Ice creain, We also make dellcious
sandwiches, piled high with the cholce [ngredients youd expeet from

Swensen's,

'So the noxt time you stop in for an ice cream, have a sandwich too. It make

you fee twice as good aboul Swensen's,

/
JNTRODUCING

SWENSEN’S
CABLE CAR

(FOIV KIDS UNDER 12)
.» HAMBURGER
* FRENCH FRIES
PLUS

e A TICKET FOR
A FREE ICE
CREAM CONE

AlLL
FOR ONLY

VALUABLE COUPONS FOR
MOM AND DAD TOO!

SERVED IN A UNIQUE
CABLE CAR TOY BOX

SENIOR CITIZENS
CLUB DISCOUNTS

Please rush me & $50.00 family membership which gives unlimited Henry
SHALEA INN & MEADOXBEOOK Ford Muscum and GI«nﬁ:ldyVillzge nlmgsion for onc year for me andomy
Dioe at the Shalea lon aoy Moncay oF spouse and all our children under 19 plus the Herald Magazine, mezchandise
Tuesday (| lnﬂlu{on Fugi,hm' :ﬂghu) h;nd p"uvum[!‘,r;;ivann: tegistration for classes, and invitations to special previews.
receive 0% off esch ticket to Mea- case t
brook’s Preview F of
“THE ROYAL FAMILY” - e
(a tlotous comedy of & famous famlly) ary STATH ar FoONE
. y ENCLOSED I8 MY 11 AL IFAYATLE 108 01 ERIMON INRT 2}
George S. Kaufman and Edna Ferber T rueasumua CJwe Ly B CHARGE GARD NO.
on Wednesday, November 3rd "
Curtain Time 8:30 pm s auso I OTIER AR
Sad 1oz Membersdip Office, The Edivon furtiteie, 20008 Debwood Aird., Drdebara, M1 112}

|~ . TWOLOCATIONS
3315 AUBURN ROAD GRAND BLANC
Betwew Adazs & Opdrte R4, Just off I-75 exit
" 852-3410 1-695-1650

OFEN FOR LUNCH AT 11 am. MON. THRU FRL

HENRY FORD MUSEUM - &
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