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Corpse reappears
in hilarious spoof

Performances of the The Farm-
{ngtont Players' production of "The
Best Laid Plans,” a farce by Fred
Carmichael, continue through Nov.

13 at the Farmington Players barn,

theater at 32332 West 12 Mile,
Farmington Hills, For ticket infor-
mation, call the box office at 535-
8822,

By Barbara Michale
spoclat wrlter

“The Beat Lald Plans" docs not go -

astray and The Farmington Players hit
the funny bone right on target’in this
delightfully sllly spy spoof.

Ada Westbrook (Pat Niehaus) Is an
Immensely successful author of James
Bond-type spy thrillers, but in real life
this genteel lady “couldn’t even rub the
spot out of a dress.” Suddenly life echos
art and Ada is thrust Into the middle of
a slapdash spy caper,

Someone has “the plans” and every-
one wanis them, Ada’s Jamaican win-
ter home Is soon crawling with sples
and she has great difficulty separating
“them' from "us.” At play's end, Ada
seeks clarity by asking the good guys to
step Lo one slde of the room and the bad
guys to the other.

In true farcleal style, mistaken fden-
titles occur and flve doors arc kept in
constant motion as spies duck in and
out surrcptitiously. The same corpse
keeps disappearing, then reappearing
in the window seat, and the results are
a littte more hilarious each time.

NIEHAUS 1S convincing in her gen-
tllity but seldom seems sufficiently an-
imated for someone cavght up in 2
deadly spy game.

Hope Nahstoll is ‘wonderfully droll as

review

To the best of my knowledge, all
board games from chess and checkers
to backgammon have been likened to o
battlefleld. '

While I am hardly an expert on the

dle-aged woman

Med art of making war, It does
seem to me that I any form of con-
{rontation tactics should be a function

her spinsterhood. Nahstoil has a mar-
velous deadpan dellvery that enhances
her lines and she has the most of the
cholce anes. s

Ralph Rosatl gets a workout as the
Goralsky twiny, spies who work on op-
poslte sides. Rosati is the poor fellow
who is constantly hoisted and dragged
in and out of Ada’s window seat and he
manages to never twitch a muscle
when he shouldn't. When he's on his
own feet, Rosatl's Russlan accent is
good and his acting effective.

Judie Rostal makes it easy to believe
that Phoebe, the highly assertive Rus-
slan spy, was always number one in her
spy classes. Phoebe 1s saddled with an
inept partner In Vincent, and Joc
Dochler plays the role with appropriate
timldity. Hls large bulld provides an
amusing conirast with the diminutive
Rosall.

Julie Austin s pleasing as Ada's llve-
ly granddaughter who trics to be help-
ful at all the wrong times and Erik
Carlson s her flustered flancee.

Dick Coe, John Hollingsworth and
Robert Taub ore the other spics who
hang around Ada's house and make a
general nutsance of themselves.

“The Bést- Lald Plans” maintains a
breezy pace and director Dolores Shev-
1in gets maximum laugh miteage from
n few ounces of fluff.

of obj In other words, before we
can determine a course of actlon, we
must first know what it is we are
trying to achleve,

In this week’s posltion, white has a
flve-ane to play. Before making any
play, white should assesy the relative
strengths and weaknesses of both aldes.

First of ali, the race I8 very close
(white will be a litllc ahead after play-
ing his roll). In terms of the blocking
position, black has a stight advantage
that could grow dramatically, shoutd
ke be able to bulld the (lfth polnt in a
TOW.

COMPARING THE relative
strengths of the two lnner boeards,
white ‘has the cdge wih four palnts
bullt compared to three for black. So
what does all this mean?

Flrst of all, the race Is an inconse-
quentlal factor |f you are blocked in
and are unable to race. In fact, being
ghead 1n the race may well be a disad-
vantage, for if white is unable to get
away, he will be forced to advance his
foreward men, thus breaking up bis
own blockade. R

This leads us to a consideration of
the blocking potential, Blocking is the
name of the game in backgammon, and
in this department black'a cdge will
soon be all but Insurmountatle unless
is forward progress can be arrested.

orc

backgammon
Mike Giordano

White's only real advantage Is that
ke has a four-polnt board while black
has a theee-point board, This means
that should both players miraculously
find themselves on the bar, black wil
come In $5.5 percent of the Ume, while
white will enter on black's board 75
percent of the time.

Al this should make it clear that
white must play his flve from hls six
point to his one point, putting black on
the bar, But is this play the beglanlng
of a bltzkrieg attack almed at closing
out his board, while black s on the bar,
or.is it more In tho nature of a preemp-
tive strike, hoping to divert the cne-
my's attention while we mound an at-
tack on his stronghold?

IF WHITE'S objective is to blitz hls
opponent, he should play bis one from

hls elght to hls seven polnt, this glving |

him sixes as well as sevens to cover his
one polnt.

Conversely, white could play hls one
from the black one to the two polnt,
thereby coming into range of the vul-
nerablo man on black's clght palat. It is
easy lo demonstrate the superiority of
this second line of play.

Let us assume that (againt the odds)
black will fall to enter white's board on
his next roll, and white rolls a six after
that. White would be much better off
hitting the sccond black man, as op-
posed to covering his own one point.

With two men on the bar, black will
be hard pressed to withstand the
onstaught. In fact, if he doesa't roll a
one ln short order, black will most lke-
1y be gammoncd. Even if black hits on
the one palnt and establishes it by roll-

* ing @ second one, he is In a much worse

AND PROVEN
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!s'v, of the Cavendish North backgammon club
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posiuon than he started in. ster chances than with two men on
white's one point.
On the other hand, if white plays for

the blitz and covers hls one point with
his hypothetleal slx, black shoutd have
at least three or four rolis to roll a
three, where he wlill have substantlally

By hittlng on his one polnt, white iz
an

4
taetle and should make the most of the,
diversion by splitting to black's two
polnt. .

Chuck E. hosts video challenge

‘The Chuck E. Cheese's Plzza Time
Theatres throughout Oakland County
wlil ralse funds for Easter Seals with a

video challenge event today through
Nov. 13,

Local radlo and sports celcbrities:
will be on hand 6-8 p.m. selccted nights
to video challenge all comers. Those
who beat the celebrities will be award-.
cd a “hlg cheese™ certiflcate.
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All The Tacos
You Can Handle

$q95

Wednesdays6 P.M.1o 11P.M.

At Winston's Pub
60 0z, Pitchers of Margarita $4.85
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Monday Nights
Joins Tuesday Nights

INFLATIOI;I:FIGHTERS

/ﬁmea Hnn

$7%1 per person
Featuring: Petit Frog Legs (All you
can eat) served with; Cheese Crock
and Crackers, Soup Salad,
French Fries, Roll aod

SHALEA INN & MEADOWBROOK
Dine at the Shalca Inn any Monday or
Tucsday (Inflation Fighter Nights) and
receive $0% off each ticket to Mea-
dowbrook’s Preview P of

“THE ROYAL FAMILY"

{a riotous comedy of » famous family)

Y
George §. Kaufmna and Edna Fesber
on Wednesday, November 3rd
Curtain Time 8:30 pm

. TWO LOCATIONS
3315 AUBURN ROAD GRAND BLANC
Between Adams & R Just off 1-75 exit

852-34 1-695-1650
OPEN FOR LUNCH AT 11 am. MON. THRU FRL

B Guv ANY LUNCH ENTREE or
DINHER & RECEIVE 2nd MEAL
FREE

Il vmeo Lunch Entree or Dinner of oqual or @
95 ‘purchased, lowsr

All You Can Eat .
2 ADULT SUNDAY
BRUNCHES FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE

pilcod meal
charge. Not valld with othee
One per couple, One chock per table,
51 Vam-10 pm; Sun.: 3 pm-10 pm

118m-3 pma wilh coupon Exp.:
11/28/82-Not vaild with any
other coupon
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There are still a few choic ilable for your company’s
holiday party, but they're going f; So it you want us to plan
your party, cal) Tom Carlson taday and he'll take care of
all the details.

For partics from 10 10 1000 . .. from the simplest tace 10 the
most sumptuous feast . . . from the comfortable atmosphere of
our Oak Room to the stately cleganee of our Grand Ballroom.
Just call Tom at 879-2100, ext, 7007 and he'll get right to work
on the most memorable party you ever had.

And you won't have to lifta finger!
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When the best beefand the b
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our tantalizing mem
At MountainJnck
Rib, Mushroom Stu!
Crab Stuffed New York Strip oz 10 cuts of steak,
s Andadd. Ross

Surrounded witk 3 §
important people araund. So, get your purty together. You don't need
an excuse Lo celebrate. The price, is reason enough.

MOUNTAIN JACK'S Warre
Heigghts 26207 W. Wy

J. ROSS BROWNE'S Warren 30104 Vna Dyke 574:9440 Bloomfield Hills

Okemos i

PAR

seafood restaurants in town offer
1wo at just $18.95, it® e to bring a friend and celebrate.
¢ now. Because right now, Mountain Jack’s and J, Ross
ou and your guest choose two of your fuvorites fromy K
for just what we said: $18.95,
u'can enjoy delicious selection like Prime
d Filet Mignon, our new Strawberry Duck,

Brownes, it's festive entrees 1i
p. Deep Fried Senfood Platter, Lobster Stir Fry, Pri
Crowned Halibut. The choice is yours, The price
nners, mind you. The preliminar
s. Plus hot bread and baked potato,
so much attention, you'll feel like the two most

Twelve Mile 1

040 Denrhorn
acola Ct.
ginow Highway

" Warren

5

d 562:9000 nington Hills
Troy 2360 Rochexster Ct. 68979 20 1 R
50 Aun Arbor 300 South Maple G65-1113

> Telegraph Rd. 334-4694 Sonthfield 26855 Greenfield Rd. 557.0570
1998 Grand River 349.1932

1 DINNER FOR TWO.51895.

2. dutang regular dinnet hours.
oy eelection from the Houte Specs

wetinne, Houere
d Flatter Far Twol, or Petite and

I W A lurte £as, 1p, oF Any stems ot normally inchuded w i etrees Not
salid i contun e hany uther speetal offers of felremnlile fot cash Nat
I avnilablewn Thankegising Day. Coupon must be presented when nrdering

MODNTAIN
JACES

Wee mecrpt resvesations. & Cantnental Restuurant Syotrma 19n2
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WORTH LEAVING HOME FOR.




