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John Herrington: “l just can't boliove that things worked out this
way . . .in the playotfs for the third-stralght yoar.”

Hawks playoff bound

By Tom Bser
staff writer

“One of our tcachers was at the
{Ad: ) game, and he met

Farmington Harrison football fans
didn't have to Interrupt thelr partylng
last Friday, not even to cheek out the
scores on “Tho Paul Carcy Football
Scoreboard,”

They knew the only two scores that
counted — Harrison @, Avondale 0, and
Rochester Adams 14, Rochester 0.

Becauso of that comblnation of vie-
tories, Harrison, unbeaten through nine
regular-season conlests, will advance
to the state Class A high school playotfs
for the third.stralght season, .

Coach John Herringtan's Hawks will

. play Bloomfield Hilla Lakser Saturday
gc!lhemloon at Blrmlngham Groves High
00k

Harrison and previously unbeaten
Rochester had been fighting it out for
the second — and final — playoff spot
in Reglon 3, and bonus points (awarded
for opponents’ victories) would bave
been critical. But by losing, Rochester
climinated itself from the running.

us at our bus,” Herrington sald after
tho Avondale game, *He very passively
gave us the news.

*I Just can't belicve the way things
worked out . . . In the playoifs for the
third strafght year,” .

Harrison, which moved up to Class A
this season after apending the 1980 and
81 seasons B, won the state
champlonshlp last year and advanced
to the semls two years ago.

HARRISON HAD ita probloma with
Avondale, a Class B achool with three
losses going into Friday's game.

Sephomore tallback John Miller, who
galned 101 yards on 22 carries, sco
on & two-yard run on the Hawks' first
possession of the second half, Senlor
Dave Blackmer, who tled a stato

record with & 55-yard field goal last

scason, missed the extra polat, but
made up for it by kicking a 39-yard
field goal Inter in the quarter.

Harrison's statistics showed the
Hawks rushed for 180 yards to Avon-
dale's 54. Harrison completed scven of
14 passes for 78 yards, Avondale was
1imited to 12 passing yards on one com-
pletion, Marcus Thompson galned 41
yards on 11 carries for the losers.
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Avondale’s only scoring threat eame
mlidway through the fourth quarter,
The Yellowjackets drove to the Hawk
15 before a holding pesalty spolled
things. -

Defensive statistics weren't avalls
able, but Htﬂ“lhgloﬂLl:lwd the play of

IARRISON § — AVONDALE 0
Stata ms Ana
Firat downs ruahing ] )
First downs pesalog ’ 1
Firstl downspenally 1 L]
Yardg rushing 180 st
Vards passiog k] 13
Passes 1040 1100
Punls — aversge 437 733
Penallics — yds. loat =5 078
Fumbles — No. Jost ERY 21
IIARRISON 0oy 0 —1
AVONDALE T e -2
SCORING PLAYS
HARISON — John Miller 2 run (klck wide).
ILARRISON — Dave Blackmer 39 fleld goal,

Raiders clip Farmington,

By Tom Baer
statf wrlter

North Farmington coach Ron Hol-
land made good on his prediction,

After the fifth game of the 1982 high
school football scason, Holland weat on
record as saying his struggling Ralders
would win the remalning four games
and finlsh with a winning season.

Farminglon QB Paul Wenson' threw for 203 yards In a losing offort against North Farmington last

Solurday.

the Fi game for having won

Last d North F
closed out its campaign with a 21-14
victory over backyard-rival Farming-

ton High School to finish at 5-4, The win -

was the Raiders’ fourth In a row since
thelr coach went out on the limb.
“We were 1-4 and we'd just been

150 games in hia 24 seasons as North's
head coach, .

“But we got together and sald, ‘Wo're
golog to have a winning scason.’ Qur
kida bellaved in that and they weat out
and did It. I'm proud of them all.”

But Farmington, which snapped a
17-game losing string whes it beat
Livonla Churchill a couple of Fridays

photos by RANDY BORST/start photographer

8o, almost spolled that storybook end-
{ng. Coach Rich Roy's Falcons, playing
catchup the whole game, had several
gpportunites to tie or beat North late In
the game. It just wasn't tobe.

NORTH SCORED on its flrst three
poasesslons of the game, Senlor quart-
erback Matt Shepard heaved a 87-yard
touchdown pass to junlor end Scolt
Draper to open tho scoring.

An interception by North (ree safety
Marty Shoberg at the Falcon 35 set up
WNorih's next TD, & two-yard run by
tallback Erie Colller, North's next
drive ended with another short plunge
for o TD by Collier. Junfor Tom Spahn
Kicked ali three extra pointa,

Farmington railicd on the strong
right arm of QB Paul Wenson, who
“tHrow+18°yards-to- Dan- Zang for a
touchdown and to Chris Keller for a
two-point conversion, The halftime
score was 21-8,

“We stunk in the {lrst ball,” Roy said,
whose Falcons finished at 1-8, “We just
spotted them too many points. You
can't glve & guy like Ron 21 points in
the frst half and expect to win.

“But these kids never quit. Every-
body should know that. They'vo been
down a lot all season, but the never quit
onus”

Previous
encounters

North Farmington and Farmlngton
have been playing each other in foot-
ball aince 1962, Following are the re-
aults of the previous Ralder-Faleon
encounters,

1981 — Ralders 22, Faleons 15
1080 — Raiders 26, Falcons 0
1979 — Ralders 27, Falcons 0
1978 — Ralders 55, Falcons 0
1977 — Ralders 9, Faleons 3
1978 — Falcons 26, Raidera 6
1975 — Falcons 13, Ralders 8
1974 — Ralders 26, Falcons 12
1973 — Ralders 42, Faleons 7
1972 — Falcons 27, Ralders 0
1971 — Ralders 41, Falcons 13
1970 — Ralders 44, Falcons 7
1069 — Ralders 20, Falcons 0
1068 — Ralders 41, Falcons 0
1987 — Ralders 7, Falcons 0
1088 — Falcons 20, Raiders ¢
1985 — Raiders 14, Falcons ¢
1984 — Raiders 0, Falcons 0
1968 — Ralders 18, Falcons §
1982 - Raiders 7, Falcons 0

The sccond half belonged to Farm-
ington.

‘The Falcons advanced to the North
32 before taflback Jeff O'Malley fum-
bled and North's Davld Hughes recov-
ered. North went nowhero on its scries,
and Farmington got the ball around
midfield on a skort Ratder punt.

After a couple of handoffs, Wenson

52 yards lo Zang for a touch-
down, but couldn't complete a pass for
a two-point conversion.

FROM THEN ON, It was a matter of
missed opportunities for Farmington.
The Falcons got the ball when Rafder
tallback Ken Goss fumbled on the
North 40. Wenson guided the Falcons ta
the North 10 before O'Malley fumbled
on a draw play and the ball was recov-
ered by North's Mark Carrier,

Farmington had a couple more pos-
:ﬁslnns. but just couldn't sustaln the

ves,

North earns NSL cage crown

Light the skies! Two Farmington-
area girls’ basketball teama have
something to celebrate.

North Farmington captured Its first-
ever Northwest Suburban League
champlonship with a 30-28 victory over
Garden City Thursday. It was also a big
night for Farmington High, which won
1ts first game in 17 starts Lhis {all with
a 27-19 showling against Northville o
the losers’ bracket of lhe 'Wesiern
Lakes Activities Association tourna-
ment.

\

“NORTHWEST SUBURBAN League
champlon] I love saying it,” safd a hap-
py North coach Greg Grodzicki alter
the game. “I'm just so darn proud of
these girls. They've worked so hard for
the last three years.”

The second quarter, during which
Narth scored six points and held Gar
den Clty scoreless, made the differ-
ence. GC actually outscored the Raid-
ers in tha first and third quaricrs and
played them cven in the fourth,

“We played a tough man-lo-man de-
fenso the whale game,” Grodzicki sald.

“We averplayed thelr big scorer, Linda
Webb, Marsha Thompson guarded her
all night. We just wouldn't let het
(Webb) get the ball. I think she finished
with three field goals.

Amy Austin, North's 5-foot-7 junlot
guard, had 11 rebounds to go with her
13 points. “She bad to leave In the
quarter when sho really got bit Iy the
oyo,” Grodsicki sald. "But she came
back to score four Important points in
the fourth quarter.”

North's Suzanne Howley, a 5-10 jun-
{or forward, scored seven points, Webb

and Tammy Narrimore each had eight
tor Garden City, now -3 In the league
and 14-3 overall. .

-North, which owns a 14-3 record and
an 8-1 conference mark, plays next on
Thuraday, Nov. 11, at Redford Thurs.
ton. Tha varsity game begins at 7:30
pam.

FARMINGTON COACH Bruce
Brown credited Rhonda Lancaster, a §-
4 junlor guard, with helping the Fal-
cons win thelr first of the season,

v

"It waa a great effort by everybody,”
Brown sald, "but Rhondz played a
super game. She set up our offense, had
Tots of steals on defense and scored 10
points to boot.

Linda Barhrick scored ninc points
for Farmlington, and Tracy Wilkinson
led Northville with 10,

The WLAA tournament continues
‘Tuesday, Farmington plays the loser of
the Livonia Churchill-Plymouth Salem
game at 7:10 pm. at Churchill.

a when he's not
Kicking fleld goals or running from the
upback slot, cornerback Flen Baker
and nose guard Jim Barkach for Uhelr
excellent play.

Avondale conch Rlck Brewer men-
tioned_lincbackers Jim DeClerk and
Ken Campbell and defensive ends Kirk
Mashier for thelr defensive efforts In
holding Hatrison to It lowest polnt total
of the scason.

*We tought for our llves,” Herrington
sald, “Avondale was well prepared and
played us tough.”

The Harrlson-Lahser playoff games
has a 2 p.m. start at Groves, located at
13 Mlle and Evergreen roads.

-14.

Wenson completed 15 of 31 passes
for 203 yards. Zang and John Calpplson
were his main recelvers. North passed
for 161 yards and outrushed FHS, 85
yards to 53, Gosa gained 50 yards on 18
carrles, and Colller had 87 on elght.

Saturday’s game was the 21st renew-
al of the Farminglon-North football se.
tles. North has won 15 of the games,
including the last six in & row, to Farm-
ington's four. The schools played to a
scoreless tle In 1984,

NORTH 21 — PARMINGTON 14

N RIS
Firat downs nushlng 3 s .
First downs passing 1 5
First downs pesalty 2 3
Yards rushing 2 33
Yards passing 18 100
Pasies 619 1832
Pusls «- average 4:303 132
Pecallies — yardshost 10104 &34
Fumdles = No. lost 32 33

“} love saying it*
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