State colleges face cuts, Milliken warns alumni

Here are excerpts from Gov. Wil-
liam G. Milliken's recent speech at
the dedication of the University of
Michigan Alumni Center building in
Ann Arbor,

Under extremely dlfflcult circum-
stances over the past two years, U-M's
outstanding management has assured
that “excellence” remains the descrip-
tive word for the U-M.,

Severe economle condlitions in this
state have placed all of us in the unten-
able posltlon of maklng “no-win® chole-
es. These conditions have forced out.
standlng and cqually worthwhlle state
services lo vie with each other for
shares of a palnfully smaller ple.

Students at Michigan

-are paying 15 percent more, This s
only of the dircct costs resulting from
the state’s inabillty to fund higher edu-
cation at traditional levels.

WE ARE NOW In our 33rd consecu-
tive month of double-digit unemploy-
ment. We expect a modest recovery,
but the double-digit flgure, and its at.
tendant costs, could be with ux at least
through 1984, the fifth consecutlve

year.

‘We have had to reduce the standard
for paying public assiatance by 8.5 per-
cent, cowslng the purchasing power of
these grants to fall 24 percent below
that of three years ago. l

i has cut back

and four-year collcges are paying an
average of 17 percent more in tultion
than they pald last falt. U-M :tuden‘u

State g
sharply and reduced the number of
state employces by more than 12,000
men and women. We reduced programs
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by nearly $1.1 billion in the ‘Bl fiscal

year, and In the ‘82 flscal year just-

completed we lssued four separate ex-
ﬁcuuve order cuts totaling $778 mil.
10D,

While a nationnl budget, which s

seen as dramatically reduced, has aclu-’

ally Increased spending by 25 percent,
Michigan’s general fund is one-half of 1
percent higher in the current fiscal
year than it was in flscal '80,

The stata's commitment to' higher
cducation s demonstrated by the fact
that {unds for our colleges and unlver-
slties Increased 8,3 percent In the same
period.

THROUGHOUT Michigan higher ed-
uention, we-have confronted the very
real possibillty that permancat damage
could be dona to our truly remarkahle

Nature center guidebooks available

By Lem Messe
special wrltor

Michigan residents are lucky., The
four scasons make It interesting for na-
ture lovers to indulge in exclting past-
times throughout the year.

To help locate the cvents, a directory
of “Michigan Nature Centers and other
Envirenmental Education Facilities,'
has recently been published by the Ka-
tamzaco Nature Cenler in cooperation
with the Coalltlon of Michigan Nature
Centers, *

network of colleges and unlversities.
More than 95 percent of all Michigan
resldents live wlthin dls-
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complex o’ maintain with a commit-
ment to exnellenccdln a time of deelln:

tance.of a pubic or private institution
of higher learning. Among tha state’s
15 four-year schools and 29 community
colleges, Michigan residents have ac-
cess to professional excellence in virtu-
ally every fleld.

Among the strengths of oue sysiem is
the relative autonomy that allows each
Institution to develop along the lines of

+ its greatest expertise, test commil-
nlty need or criteria of its own choos-

Ing. .

The price of the freedom of action
undoubledly has been some degree of
duplication and Inefficlency, an accept
fble degrea in the past. .

The question that confronts us now is
whether the system is (oo large and

cation facilitles Including address,
phone number, directlons for flnding
slte, program nctivitles, natural fea-
tures, apecial facilities, fees and polley
information..

‘The direclory:is avallable for $8.25
from Beech Leaf Press, 7000 N, West-
nedge Ave., Kalamazoo 49007,

Now for some closer to home activi-
ties happening this week,

Nov. 27: K

ing ant goyern-
ment support. -

Given the increasing competition for
scarce state funds, I belleve the time
kas come to review more closely the
extent to which more coordlnatlon Is
necessary. I belleve there fa room for
improvement and that current and fu-
ture economlc trends will require it so
long as our fundamental commitment
to inatitutional autonomy remalns
flrm. .

THE PRIVATE sector has a leglt-
mate part to play In supporting a pub-
Uc university, and alumni represent
that segment of the private sector with
the most vital Interest.

Public dollars are appropriated on &

. talls our abllity to :
tlnet areas of excellence within ouf lo-

rather rigld formula even with’ Michi:

gan's flexible system of higher, educa- - *

tion. Such a formula sometlmes’ cur: " .

recogalze the dis;.

dividual unlversities, | .
The business administratioin alumni®

and the law alumnl have offered outs .

standing examples of the special effort
that s needed to meet the speclal chal-
lenge of these times. - ,

The new law library constructed ata  «
cost of $2.5 milllon was funded entirely
through the generosity of alumal and
Iriends,

The Schoal of Business Administra-*
tion Library/Classroom complex was
almllarly brought to completion solely
through the private cfforts of alumnl
and friends who ralsed $15 million.

cull-nA A picking and shucking contest

will be conducted with prizes awarded
to Lhe fastest plcker and shucker. The
program Is Irec, but advance registra-
tion is required by calling 885-1561.

® Sunday, Nov, 28: Kensington will
host at 10 a.m. a family program called
“winter wildilfe survival” at the nature
center. Naturalist Bob Hotaling will
conduct a two-hour program on the
faced by -Michigan wildife

.

Metropark near Brighton wlll conduct
an 11 am.“harvesting bee. The Kens-
fogton Park farmers are looking for

The directory fles: s
nature centers and environmental edu-

oth an
groups, to help hand-harvest thelr fleld

during the winter months, Persons
should dress for the weather and meet
at the pature center. The program s
free, but advance reglstration is re-
quired by calling 8B5-1561,

outdoors

® Sunday, Nov. 28: Kcnsington
Farm Center In Kensingtan Metropark
will be the sie of a 1 p.m. demonstra.
tlon of the lost art of making straw
brooms by hand. Farm Intel ter
Dave Mollanen will demonstrate bow
ploncers made thelr brooms from
broom corn during this one-hour pro-
gram |n the farm's main barn.
The program Is (ree.
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