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Staff photos by Randy Borst

Road departments, schools gird for showdown with Jack Frost

We've had traces of snowlall, plunging
temperatures and icy roads already
year. And despite this week’s mild weather,

wlnter's around the corner as sure as Santa’s ready-
ing his dozen relndeer.

' Forecasters are calling for a mllder winter than
the one we froze through last year, but Farmington
and Farmington Hllls offlcials are preparing for
the worst.

A two-man, two-truck crew s the normal com-
plement for winter road maintenance in Farming-
ton, but clty Department of Public Services chief
Earl Bllling said that hls office could put 14 men
and vehicles on the streets at a moment's notice.
‘The city's §50,000-road-malntenance budget allows
for hlring added contractors’In case outslde help is
needed to clear streets in a Snow emergency.

“In Farmington we havesa reputation for clear-
ing streets os fast as we can,” Billlng sald. “Farm-

IT'S BEGINNING look  lot like winter.

ington has the honor of having its sireets cleared
first of any clty In the area.”

Billing sald the cily has already stockpited as
much salt as It can, 300 tons, but that 850 tons of
salt is used In a normal year, Last year some 1,000
tons of salt was used on clty streets.

Major roads such as Grand River and Farming-
ton Road recelve top priorlty when it comes to
plowing snow and spreading salt. “They get first
priority,” Bllling sald, “and then we move into the
subdlvislons.” He sald that “resldents are requlred
by to the In front of
their own houses, just as the city mainlains the
sldewalks in front of iis facilitics.”

Procedures in Farmington HIlls are similar, ac-
cordlng to that city’s public works dircctor, Walt
Karolak.

“If therc’s enough snow to plow, we plow (the
major roads),” Karolak sald. But the Hills usually
walts untit {lve or six inches of snow has accumu-

Interchange that claimed life

again scene of

By Cralg Plechura
slaff writer

For the second time In lwo weeks tho arca
around (he 1-696 and I-275 interchange was the
scenc of a slippery series af pile-ups.

State iroopers were sent out carly Sunday morn-
ing In response to 17 car crashes and one pedestrian
injury. M

The Interchange was closed Nov. 13 for hall a
day when a 17-car piie-up claimed the life of 26-
year-old Karen Chiebek of Livonta and clogged the
ramp leading to southbound I-275,

Llke the carller accldent, Sunday’s crashes were
attrlbuted to icy condltions caused by freczing raln
hitilng the cold overpasscs.

I went sliling down the ramp myself on foot,”
satd Trooper Larry Richardson, who spent a busy
morning policing two difforent accldent siies In the
area. "It was like you were skating."

Richardson sald he spatted a number of cars that
had slid into the ditch when he was driving to an
accident on 1-96 west of Novl Road, where a car
collided with a Greyhound bus carrying 40 persons,

In that accldent, which occurred at 7:53 a.m.,
Caferino Martin, 48, of West Bloomticld struck the
bus when he lost control of his Lincoln on an fcy
rtallroad overpass, Martln's car spun out of control,
hitting the bus, driven by Ronald Smith, 36, of Tay-
Tor, in the side door,

As a motorist who wasn't Involved In the acel-
dent placed flares on the expressway, Richardson
satd Jodie Wood, 28, of Lansing came over the erest
of & hl) in her car, saw the flares and turned, strik-
Ing Martin as he stood in front of his car.

WOOD'S CAR ended up In a diteh, and Martln
was taken to Botsford Hospltal, where he s listed
instable to critleal condition.

The accldent remains under investigatlon, but no
ticket has been issued yet, sald

icy mishaps

Davld K. Efros, 30, of Huntington Woods
slnlnuncd Into the back of Carrade's car, police
said. -

As the four cara rested on the left side of the
ramp Mary C. Brosnan, 24, of Redford Township
managed to squeeze right to avold them but kit a
guardrail and spun around and ended up In front of
the four cars, 5aid Trooper Mark Schoenich.

NONE OF THE four were injured enough to scek
medical treatment, according to the trooper. .

Minutes tater on the ramp leading from north-
Bound 1-275 to westbound I-96, Lorl O'Neill, 17, of
Farmington Hills lost control of her car and hit a
guardrall, pollce safd. An ambulance driven by
Jack Jeffrey, 20, of Taylor was sent (o the site .

Frank Novel, 40, of Dearborn Heights, saw the
ambulance and slowed down, according to Trooper
Richardson, when his car was struck In the rear by
a vehiele driven by Lawson Bass, 41, of Mllford,

When the ambulance driver parked to check on
the condition of Novel and Bass, his ambutance slid
down the Incllne and hit Novel's car, Rlchardson
sald.

Then Marguerite Mellon, 21, of Llvenia came
along, and her car slid into the ambulance and a
guardrail, Another car, driven by Gregory Kemp,
32, of Milford also hit the emergency vehicle.

A pedestrian saw the pile-up and started pushing
the disabled cars out of the highway when Donna
Consigllo, 21, of Detroit crashed her car (nto the
pile, police sald. Her car was then hit by another
driven by Davld Chalres, 48, of Detrolt, according
to state police reports. Stll another ear crashed
before the niess ended. The driver drove off before
troopers could get his name.

Decker was treated for a sprained left knee at
Providence Hospltal annex in Livonia.

THE BULK of problems In slippery weather is
rring on the ramp from westbound 1-696 to

At B:15 a.m. troopers responded to a five-car
plle-up on the ramp Ieading from wesibound 1-696
to southbound 1-275. The plle-up started when
Chrlstine H. O'Sullivan, 32, of Sterling Heights lost
control of her car and struck a guardrall, pollce
said.

Glne A. Corrado, 27, of Plainview, N.Y., driving
behind O'Sullivan, couldn’t stop and hit the rear of
her car. Driving behind O'Sullivan and Corvado,
Sandra Sue Holsinglon, 27, of Bloomficld Hills
swerved to miss the cars but lost control and struck
the guardrall in front of the two cars.

southbound 1-275, according to Lt. Thomas Gar-
vale, dlrector of traffic services in metropolltan
Detroit for the Mlchigan State Pollce.

‘The overpass is the highest level of three decks:
1-275, M-102 and the surface highway which turns
into westbound 1-98 JeadIng to Lansing.

Signs warning drivers that the bridge ices up be-
fore the surface roadway too often are ignored, he
sald.

“As 1 understand it, most af these people were
well Into the lee and snow zone before they could
react to the aceldents,” Garvale said.

lated ln the subdlvisions before tackllng those
strects.

Karolak sald the Hills has hudgeted $280,000 for
snow and lce removal this winter. Approximately
3,700 tons of salt fell on HIlg' sireets last year,

LEWIS SCHULMAN, superintendent of Farming-
ton schools, sald his office has prepared many re-
sponses to patential snow emergencles.

“I would make the flnal deeision on the closure of
schools based on reports from others tn the ofilce,”
Schulman sald. '

For instance, in a possible snow emergency, the
bus drivers would send out a safety inspector to
report on the condltion of area roads.

Schulman sald that his goal would be to make a
declslon on whether schools should be closed “by &
in the morning based, not anly on the weather sltua-
tion at that time, but on the forecast, condltlon of
parking lots, whether teachers can leave thelr
homes and get to work.

"We would urge parents to listen to their radlos
(for news of school closings) and not to call the
schoots," Schulman sald.

Farminglon schools cooperate with the Law En-

lon Network, a

. When it comes to getting your car
ready for winter, your know-how and
a dependable mechanic make the big
dlfierence.

Winter's cooler days and colder
nights mean more drlving with car
windows closed. Slnce carbon monox-
Ide is an odorless killer that can seep
fnto a closed car, police suggest mo-
torists get an exhaust sysiem check-
up 1o protect themsclves and their
famllles.

This kind of check, police advise,
should be made by a competent
mechanic. Other types of fanbelt-to-
tallpipe winterizing checks also are
recemmended.

These checks are endorsed by the

tlons system which sends word of school closings to
several major radlo stations In the arca,

In case of o severe snowfall during the school
day, Schulman sald, "sometimes its more sceure,
safe for youngsiers ta remain, in school until the
end of the day.

“In case they (students) cannot be picked up, we
house them until parents can come, and princlpals
hn‘vdu been known to give llfts,” the superintendent
said.

of Chiefs of
Pollee and the National Safety Coun-
clrl"isscommmco on winter driviog haz-
ards,

Motorlsts need equal braking on all
wheels lo avold skidding on slick
roads, pollce advise. Drivers should
have thelr brakes checked and relined
1t necessary.

GOOD TIRES with good tread are

Tune car and yourself
for rugged winter driving

Important ait year but cspeclally on
snowy and icy pavements, pollce say.
Snow tires provide added pulling
power In loosely packed snow. Radial
tires may or may not Improve trac-
tion on snow.

A tunc-up Is important for depend-
able staris on cold mornings.

Palice offlcers also advise drivers
to have thelr mechanics check timing,
plugs, batterics, electrical and heat-
er-defroster systems and anti-frecze
and windshield washer flulds.

Police suggest that drivers make
sure all vehlele lights are working
and that lenses are kept clean. Good
\lghting is critical when winter re-
duces visabillly and inereases stop-
ping dlstances.

Safely gear in trunks should In-
clude booster cables, Ure chalns In
good repair, sand, rock salt, a trac-
tion mat, a shovel, safety flares or re-

flectors, extra windshield washer sol-
vent, a window scraper and paper
towels, heavy gloves, exita winter
clothlng and a tow chain, cabie or
strap.
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The view Is of westbound Vraffic heading
under the 1-275 overpass, an interchange
that was the scene of a traffic fatality iwo
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é-piece Lifetime Cutlery

fad ORDER BY PHONE: 24 hours o gay. 7 days © wee!
1n Metro Detioit, coll 565-2454. Fisowhere, order foll-tteo

V10

set, plus bloc

A *Value-nsplted-Price that gives you the cutting edge when it comes to
sitehen efficiency. on a set thot makes o marvelous Christmas gift too.
These protessionat quality knives by Lifetime Cutlery are made trom heavy
stoinless steel with rozor-sharp, hand-honed blades and triple-riveted hard-
wood handles. They'll handle any cutting job. ond are always within easy
teach from their handsome hardwood slant block. Check ofl you get for
your 34.99: 3Y;" pating knife for fruits and vegetables: 6” utitily knife with
curved blade; 10” French chet's knife tor chopping with @ minimum of ef-
fort; 8” slicer; 242" tllet knife that separates meat from ihe bone quickly ana
easily; sharpening steel-plus she block. Then check in tor this exceptional
value in The Marketplace at Hudson's.

i3
1.600-233-2000.




