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Rousing production of ‘Oliver!’ staged

Performances of the Birming-
ham Theatre production of the mu-
sical “Oliver!” with book, music and
iyrics by Lionel Bart continue
through Jan. 2 at the theater, 211 S,

review

equally ridlcoloys, overstated and thor-
oughly enchanting.

Martin Blersbach is remarkably suit-
ed for the title role, His bluc-cyed
blundnes.! addsa npccul note of charm.

W Bir The pro-
duction is directed by Jack V.
Booch. For ticket information cail
the box office at 644-3533.

By Gey Ziegar
spacial writar

A few of reviewlng's hackneyed
pacans will have to be dusted off for
' the Birmingham Theatre's productlon
of “Otlver!” since cliches often say it
best. “Rollicking,” "fast-paced,” “col-
orful,” “thoroughly entertalning', all
serve nicely here. There is not a weak
link in the chaln of 3

ry facet of the entertainment lndusu—y
and the lead, Jack Carter, as Fagin, has
himsell done Just about everything. He
brings considerable talent and experi-
ence to B gham. His performance
Tuesdny night did not belle his blo,
which teils of Emmy nominations and
‘worldwlde recognltion.

Sharing the bililng, and the interna-
tional reputation, s Shan! Wallis. She s
well sulted to the role of Nancy since
she was nwnrded um part in the Acad-
.movle version.

The stage Is fliled with quite plausl-
ble lusty weaches, hard drinkers,
scoundrels, walfs, and an occaslonal
gentleman or lady. Each actor's ac-
tions are

Wallsbas a lrmh vibrancy.

HAPPILY, TALENT docs not end
with the maln attractlons, Robert Mil-
ler Dﬂscon as Mr. Bumble is superb.

Wi
Spoken words are avdlble and the songs
are d|

He d of the stage and a
marvelaus abllty for conveying his

This is not surprising since the stars
ac long on credits, They represent eves

Not to be outdone along that line,
Mary Lelgh Stahl, as hls counterpart, is

The stage was filled with quite plausible
lusty wenches, hard drinkers,
. scoundrels, waifs, and an occasional

gentleman or lady.

“flaws, though they were technical in

lights plck up marvel-

on! flashes of Innocence and ire In

those eyes. His strongeat suit, though, Is

that he doesn’t fcel compelled lo

gﬂuw. or to stage his characler. He is
ver,

Not to be overlooked ta Mark Coffin
23 the Artfol Dodger. Ho is the most
relaxed with an acquived accent, and
hia character's crafty movements and
devllish manner seem almost lanate.

Also notabie Is Luis Resto, whose pl-
ano accompanlment and musical diree-
tlon are outstandlng.

THE PRODUCTION was not without

nature. The saund system was often an-
noying, causing some volees to have a
hollow resonance. At one point, It took
onalifeof its own,

And, during the Ilnal scene, the audl-
ence nearly succumbed to the machine-
induced London fog. The drama of [t all
was lost on those of us who were gasp-
Ing, wheezing, and coughlng.

The Dickens-based play itself is not
for everyone. Just a few of the songs
are memorable and the storyline, once
enjoyed, docsn’t witfistand repeated
tellings very well,

But, "Ollver” is good family hollday
fare, upcclully if you feel Inneed of o
little heart warming.

Jack Carter is Fagin, who leads a band of pick-
pockets, in “Oliver!” at the Birmingham Theatre,
The show includes many local actors, among

them Hurvey W. Venia of Pontiac (lcft), Joe
Deighan ot Birmingham and. Jon Berberian of
Southtield.
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Eelebrity Dining Club

Become & member of the
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The Payroll
Savings Hlan is
one of the
easiest, safest
ways tq get
started ¢n the
saving labit.
Even if javing
has allvays
seeméd too
difficult in past

seasons.
Alitlle is
automztically
takenout of
each pzycheck
towad the
purclase of
U.S. Savings
Bonds. You'll
never miss it,

50 you Lnever

spend it
1t justkeeps
growing for
some chming
spring or
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Our Exciting New Menu!
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10 choose trom. Brng your
appente and a 1||an and

aiscover what's new. dilferent
and delectante 1n Sealood
Spicy Mexican Dinners Sttty
Barbeque-styie Dinners —

nd much much morc’

maybe awam
vacation duing
a cold winte:.
It's a plan br
all seasons. f'or

oy Lo
U 12

Up e g necnn Loy T Lot
g 0Tt T 1o ke

29244 Northwestern Hwy
Southheks. 352 6330

ARBEQUESTYLE NACHOS OR POTATO ANY MEXICAN
all Americns. ol];‘lgNERSQI'OR'!WO Slur;ﬁ VITHANY WO COMHINATION DINNER
mea s much funt D inl rom 3 '“‘"K pry " - "
nowes m,é.’!‘:,,%?‘}.’,’,im"?;“'“."‘ “:n B!EV él:&‘,:l my?‘clsvg“ gf%?aln?ﬁ: ;.?;;Bc‘ Nﬂgl‘ ?:go‘swll 55[‘;&0 ers
1D, baby Back LS a0 Insn Nencan, Barveque- Style Puza Quesadds ch lcttllm\os enchiagas,
na'bewuewhms\m; pumles Chemehangas

Conaom e masitane 23
e bsne-’uutrur‘!nv’a\tw

Ve o oy AEie) 15
Pl e

20244 Norihwestern Hwy

Sauthteks 57 6310 L

e g ez

Te e a7h T AN €S L O
o AT €458 10 0TTe Hi 15 AT AL
LS

20244 Noethwnsioen Moy

Southkeid. 152 6330
= 7682 GRS,

SSEA SHELLGARN: |

We're noted for our
excellent prime rib,
ateaks, fresh seafoods,
bountiful saiads

and Irresistiblo

home made

dosserts.

“HAPPY HOUR"
Two For Ono
4 pm to 8 pm Dally

Charlas Rowland
At tho Keyboard
Tuos.-Sot, Evonings

755 W. Blg Beaver oy, 362-1262
(n tho Bottom ot tha Tea ol Troy Bullding

Ahe mealnq place ||
'FOR THE VERY SPECIAL EVENT

Freih Searonalfood)

Eiogant Menu tallored for you
by Chet McKenna

Be a guest st your own party,
For any occasion make It spocis

the mealng ploce
omum le. Road st Pﬂntlac ‘I‘rall

-0060
' A FEW DATES OPEN FOR DECEMBER 82

CLASSIC CHRISTMAS:

Lwielepa,
/).L/‘CO

Yuletide Tales
& Carols

vipsic hall center
or The performing ARTS

Christmas isn’t Christmas without friends,
family, songs of the season and stories of
Christioas. This year, spend part of youe
hodiday with the Music Hatl Cemter and
Yuletide Tales and Carols. A delightiul,
unique way of bringing the joys of the
season to you and yours, Stories ridhin
tradition, strong in meaning, told by
some of Detroit’s own celebrities.

Make plans now for your family to he a

part of CLASSIC CHRISTAMAS: Yuletide

Tales & Caroly, December 7th thae 12th
at the Music Hall.

Evemng Pertormandes -
December 78,9, 10,1108 12
AMatinee Performances — 2100 pom,
Decemban 11812

TR0 po,

$6.00 Adults, $4.00 Ages [2 & under.
Charge tichets by phone with VISA,
AasterCard, or American [ypress by
calling 90 3-T6H0,

Tichets afso avaitable at the Music Hall
Ros Ottice and all ¢ 1¢ Qutlots,
Spedial Graup Disconnts
call Peg Sullivan 96 3-762 2.
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