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Talent transcends language barrier

By Avigdor Zaromp
special writor

Unltarian Church is the

Memory lane untraveled

It was a battle between nostalgla and
expediency. Expediency won, and 1
found myself wondering what the re-
sult was zaylng about the romance —
or lack of It — to be found In my soul
these days.

‘What happened waa that I had reason
last Saturday morning to make one of
my rare trips to downtown Detrolt,
Both our clderly cars were alling, 80 I
drove the man of our house to work so
our son-in-law could administer a me-
chanleal tonle.

As long as I was golng down, I rea.
soned, I could do a errand I

suburban store for one Christmas gift
before lunch.

Recently I've been reading about a
lot of nostalgic vialts like the one I was
considering. People are responding to
the fact that when the Christmas sea-
son is over that stately atore will be
gone too,

They are taking thelr children to see
Santa Claus there, because they gresw
up with the sure knowledge that that's
the home of the only real Santa.

They're thinking wistfully of the
Christmas splendor of the biggest de-
pariment m&re in town. ’nl:_sy‘m re-
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had been contemplating. Then I could
casily get back for the luncheon I wos
planning to attend.

After dropping off my hushand
where one of Detroit’s dally newapa-
pers Is published, 1 pointed the car
toward the bookstare. I couldn't have
done that in the old days when Ispent a
1ot of time downtawn, because then
there would have been no parking space
es near the stores.

BUT ON THIS Saturday morning
near Christmas, 1982, there was no
problem finding an empty space. Alter
parking I completed my crrand quick-
)

y. .

And then I looked down the ‘street
and realized 1 was only a couple of
blocks from Hudson's soon-to-close
downiown store.

Declslon tme. I bad maybe an hour
before I had to head home. The car was
parked. I could wander over for a final

visit. On the other hand, if T left right |

away, 1 might be able to stop at one
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lunches there, and manyl are golng back
to recapiure those times.

NOW I'M o lifclong Detrolter. I've
ridden the bus downtown and shopped
and lunched in that origlnal fantasy-
1and. I vizited Santa 23 a child dnd later
made annual visits to Hudson's I2th
floar to admlre the dolls and stuffed
animals. I even took my daughters
there a few times, during thelr early
childhood which now seems almost as
long ago as mine.

Tloved It all. Of course It was part of
Christmas.

But Saturday I declded quickly to go
back to the car and drive back to elvili-
zatlon as I know it now,

I had a lot to accompllsh, and if I
;novcd with efilclency T could get It
one,

And I realized that for sure that par-
ticular Christmas shine would glow
more brightly In memory. Maybe I'm a
romantic after all.
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focus for many chamber pro| In
our area, Seldom have the audlences
had the opportunity to listen to & gifted
guest of the callber of Dan lordaches-
b3 .

The Romanlan-born baritone, who
had other recent engagements In the
arca, appeared Inst Sunday at the
church under the auspices of the Lyric

mber Ensemble.

It I8 no sccret that the turnout for
maeny cvents at the Birmingham Unl-
tarlan Church I rather sinall, which is
no reflection on the
most of these programs. Thls time,
however, the place was filled to capaci-
ty. The extensive advertising campalgn
was partly responsible for it. But a sig-
niffcant portion of the audlence consist-
©d of members of the Romanlan com.
munity In the area.

Thia fact turned the

at the beginnl

in the audlence Into a minority, but

* without creating the feellng of being
out of place, For one thing, most people
in the majority group, being extremely
cducated, are fluent In mapy lane
guages, beside thelr own. Also, the sa-
lections in Tordachescu’s program fea-
tured five languages — Italian, Ger-
man, Remantan and Russlan.
Thix agaln underscores the fact that
good music does not recognize any na-
Uonal boundaries.

IORDACHESCU WAS accompanied
on the plano by Fedora Horowltz, di-
reclor of the series. She knows him
from a long timo ago, when both stud-
fed at the musle conservatory in Bu-

arcst,

Being a top-rated baritone and hav-
Ing performed with the world’s best
singers and conductors, Iordachescu Is
used to large halls and audlences. For
this veason, there were some adjust-

meat probl
program,
In tha opening salection, “Vittorla,
Mio Caro® by Carissinl, his vibrant and
resonant voloe was too large for tho
small surroundings, This baroque-style
arla sounded too averblown and dra-
matic. The Mozart aria from the “Mar-
riage of Figaro,” "Mon Piu Andrai,”
was much better adjusted and artlsti.
cally executed. In the Schumann Licd,
"Der Nusbaum,” there was an over-
reaction the other way — some passag-.
were 50 planissimo that the piano
accormmpaniment became too over-
powering,
After this adjustment phase, howev-
er, things fell Into place to yleld an ex-
tremely rewardlng program, consisting
of some 18 selections. These ranged
from well-known pléces by Schumann,
Brahms, Schubert and Verdi to some
lesser known ones by Ravel, Enescu,
Hahn and Danza. The program also
contained some Romanian folk-songs

of the

that ‘Were known to some Romanian
members of the audlence.

TORDACHESCU TURNED out to bé
not just a top rate singer, but a good
actor and mimlc as well, In two humor-
ous Romanlan songs by Brediceanu and.
Valeriu, I found myself enjoying the,
humor without understanding a single
word, and only after the concert did.1
have lhem translated to me to find out’
what I was laughing about. The pro-,
gram concluded with a song by Mus~
sorgsky, “The Flea Song,” which has.
achieved some degree of popularity,
being among the better known sangs by
the composcr. The rousing, standlng
ovation was a well deserved tribute to
(his talented singer. .

The next program of the Lyric:
Chamber Ensemble at the Birminghasr
Unitarian Church will take place on
Mareh 20, It wilf consist of plano trlos.
by Mozart, Mendelssohn and Ravel.,
For more informatlon, call 357-1111.

Baptists celebrate 60th anniversary

Continued from Pago 17
‘Welnhold’s history recounted an ear.
ller event that might have a famlliar

ng.

In 1923, when the Uny congregation
moved out of the schoolhouse, the
storefront on Grand Rlver was pur-

chased.

“Qur first blg stumbling block,” she
wrote “came when, . , the neighbors
got up a petltion to stop work as they
clalmed it would spoll the resldential
quality of Grand River Avenue” A
court ruled in favor of the young
chureh sinco there was other business
property along the street.

THE LONGTIME members found a
lot to remember as they looked back.

“So many things,” said Holben.

I guess one of the things I remem-
ber best was our 'Quaintance Club, It
was ln the carly '30s, and the Depres-
sion was hard. Young people couldn't
get jobs.
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Gifrof Life

*Three young women In the congro-
gation started the club, It was for
study, but it gave the young people a
chance to get together Sunday even-
Ings. Later there wns 2 c)aas of older
men. We'd get together two or three
times in the summer and cock break-
fast In Rouge Park.

Ankcorn laughed 21 she remembered
coming back to her old church after she
had had some inactlve years and it had
moved to Livonia.

Amerfcan)
Hed Crows]

“Rev. Earl Bosley was new then, and
‘be asked {f I was vislting,” she sald, “I
2ald not exactly, He decided then to put
me te work, and I've been worklng ever
slnce.

The four talked how the congrega-
tion burned the mortgage in 1960 and
immediately started in on a building
program to house its growing program
and membership, They locked back to
the move, $500,000 from the elty “but
we had to pay rent until we got out.*

Holben mentloned the flrst service In
the Livonia bullding. “It was New,
Year’s Eve,” he sald, “and it was so
cold, It was not a dedication that time,
really an inliation.”

THE TIME In Livonia has brought
many cvents, Besides bulldlng the
church, a parsonage was constructed,
and a large parking lot paved and re-,
paved. A barbecue was bullt behind the
church and a play yard was fenced.
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