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Learn about home computers
before you go shopping

Homc cnlcrminment appears to
be b n in con.
umer spcnding Salex af video games
and personnl computers are expected to
jncrease toward the holidnys with de-
mand doubling over last ycar. One lorge
toy store teports these items make up
16 percent of its gross sales.

The fostest growing segment of hame
computer sales arc units selling for less
than $1,000 which arc used for gomes,
family finances and teaching. The
Michigan Associntion of CPAS soys use
of the equipment cauld help decrease
your budget, especially if you di in.

terface board nnd a modcm. anather
$100 npicee.

‘U you wish information to be visible
on your television screen, you Il nced
more interfacing and hardware to at-
tach it to the computer. Your Gther op-
tion is ta buy a monitor or video screen
{or an additional $200.

Printers are handy if you intend to
use your computer for composing letters
or writing stori¢cs. But a printer, which
costs abhaut $300 (although higher
priced models can run about $1,000),
con also print nn inventory of your food

or ile a list.

ue your normal entertainment expenses.
But related costs might arise, so it's
whc (o investigate tatal expense before
g in a home

A vnricty of single units nnd systems
comprise home computers which pere
form functions from simplc calculations
to music compesition, depending on
their p: ) Home T con-
sist of hardware — the machines them.
selves, and softwnre — programs that
tell the computer what to do.

BASIC HARDWARE consists of n
keyboard and main unit, which arc
available from $100. If you nced your
system only for information. such as
stock quotes, you can purchasc o simple
computer and :ubscrlbe with momhly
pay , to an inf fon net
Your computcr connects to the nctwork
through the telephone, so you'll proba-
bly need extra hardware such as an in-

LASTLY, DISK drives and cassette
recorders are two picces of hardware
that load p into your
The cost for a disk drive is several hun.
dred dollars, while.a casscite recorder
usually runs about $100.

Once you've estimated the cost for
the hardware you want, CPAs say to
include the cost of software. The prices
of programs vary. Educationnl pro-
grams and games, jor example, might
cast you only $30 per program, while a
morc extensive, populnr family budgeb
ing program is $250.

SOFTWARE, UNLESS you can
write your own progratns, might be the
miost important element in your system.
‘When shopping for a computer, find out
how versatile the system is, which soft.
ware fits it and how many of the pro-
grams you want are available.
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IS STAGING A CONTEST

THE SPECIAL LADY IN PRINT

PEARANCES AND ., ..

5

WIN:

Apply In person at the

Speceal Loy Shagge

FOR LARGE SIZE WOMEN (#16 OR OVER)
THE WINNER(S) WILL REPRESENT

ADVERTISING, FASHION SHOWS, T.V. AR

Jn Search Of .

LARGE SIZE FASHION MODELS

® A trip to NEW YORK CITY (and a visit lo top fashion houscs)!
® 100's of dollars in clothing gift certificates!
® Dinncrs on the town and more!!

HARVARD ROW MALL
21724 W, 11 MILE AT LAHSER

_ SOUTHFELD

CALL 354-6161 For Details
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HOLIDAY GIFTS FOR
YOUR FAVORITE RUNNER

We specialize in
functional gear for *
the serious runner.

« Gore-Tex Mitts

« Refiective Clothing &
Accessorles

*» Polypropylene Bodywear

«Gore-Tex Sults

«Wool Hats

«Sorbothanea {nsoles

»Shoes

[BR

NOR’EASTER
TRAINING SUITS

by Bill Rodgers & Co.
Assortad colors avallable
Mens S-M-L-XL
Womens S-M-L

GIFT WRAPPING AVAILABLE
9otal '.)\um\e‘a\ &
SQOUTHFIELD = 354-1177
Mon.~-Thurs.-Frl, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.

29207 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY
Tues. - Wed. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m,, Sun. 12 - 4:30

| HOLIDAY
| GIFTS*

80% off

Savings on our
beautiful collection

of wood and metal
photo frames

Sfrom Burnes of Boston.

As Shown:

.+ 3 x5 Wood - Reg. 18.00 SALE 9.00
+5x 7 Wood - Reg. 20.00 SALE 10.00
8 x 10 Wood - Reg. 26.00 SALE 13.00
» Many more styles at 50% savings

* Some styles in limited quantity FARMINGTON HILLS
GRCHANE LR AD ANL 1T MILE
- . ORCHARD 83 PLAZA
4912130

TIRMINGHAM
TELEGHALN AN MADLY
MOIMEEELD PLAZA

Frames
Unlimited

Professlonsl Picture Framing

T
nms 1DGE AND MAFLE
MER! \t’r‘l' LATA

LIVONTA
m nlmuu« Amn MILYE
EH l t *LAZA




