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They’re Off
At DRC
On Monday

MORNING WORKQUTS find trainers and owners
standing cround the rocing sirip, watching their horses
perform and taking note of the manner in which horses
from other stables drill.

IT APPEARS as if this horse has a big smile as his groom shows him one of the
conditigns books. Maybe he has found a race that he knows he can win. é
£}

Come Monday afterncon, the Detroit
Race Course will open for business with a
spic and span. amazingly clean plant ready
to accommodate the mare than 15,500 folks
expected to jam their ways through the

gates to welcome thoroughbred racing back.

to Michigan. The bangtails have been miss-
ing from the Detroit area scene since last
November.

The huge plant will have the same effi-
cient appearance for the 1970 opener as it
had for the closing program in 1969. The
clubhouse will be teeming with patrons, the
male and female mutuel clerks will be there
to greet customers, just as they have for so
many vears: the horses will parade (o the
paddock and then on the track to the start-
ing gate as they did in November with col-
orful attired jockeys holding the reins: and
when the announcer proclaims ‘‘they're
off.” one of Michigan's most lucrative busi-
nesses will start operation for the first of 90
consecutive days - it will be followed by a
second 90-day meetipg at Hazel Park begin-
ning in August

But it is the work that isn't visible that

makes every_racing ‘meet possible —the °

tasks that begin as many as five weeks be-
fore opening day in the barn area.
e

THESE CHORES ARE handled by the
unknowns of the racing world, the grooms,
trainers, assistant starters, :clockers, hot
walkers and* veterinarians - they're the
ones that get the horses in top condition for
the races, the ones that actually furnish the
entertainment from back stage.

Hours of patient training, days of doing
the same things over and over to teach
horses how to run around a mile oval, weeks
of nothing but hard labor which reaches a
climax on opening day when the animals ge!
their first clrance io perform. .

It is this behind the scenes work that
makes a racing meet possible and it brings
a cosmpolitan band of workers to the Motor
City from every section of the United
States as well as Mexico and other Latin
nations. B

BIG PERFECTA will be available ot the DRC for the first time. It has been popu-

lar wherever adopted and Mutuel Manager Bert McCann expects it will work the
same magic starting Monday. -

INTO THE STRETCH {Top lefry
goes the field in o race of the De- A\

troit Race Course--this will be @

(Left)
for the first race is conducted by
Racing Secretary Nacris Gwin
(Right above). This is o sight offi-

cials hope for on the inifial pro-

trons welcoming the thoroughbreds
back ofter on obsence since lost

November.

THERE ARE NEVER envugh hours in
the day or days in a week for the stable
help. Their chores begin at the crack of
dawn when horses are brought out of the
stalls for the morning workouts. No one yet
has determinell why horses have to get out
on the track belore the rooster crows but
drive by the DRC any morning and there
they are pounding hoofs in the turf.

Then hot and sweaty horses are taken to
the new electric cooling off devices that
automatically force them to walk siowly for
as long as anjhour and a half before they
are put back in the stalls to awail their day

at the races. |

Trainers must know at all times just how
the horse is working out, they have to know
whether the animal is up to par or on the
sickly side. The only way they have is by
watching the workouts, getting reports from
the grooms and then checking the feedbag at
dinner time. Contrary to some reporis,
there isn’t any such thing as a report
straight from the horse’s mouth,

Meanwhile. there is activily in the racing
secretary's office where horses are carc-
fully graded so that condition books can be
drawn up that will give alt a chance to com-
pete in his or her own class.

The barn area is carefully guarded at all
times and each stable receives the alloted
number of stalls when the vans check in
The stable help also registers with the Rac-
ing Commission so that the track and the
commission knows exactly how many work-
ers and horses are on the grounds at all
times.

Then. all at once. the opening duy arrives
and as if by magic the entire scene takes
new look. The track is ready. the grand
stand and clubhouse have a different ap
pearance. the racing secretary makes the
draw for the initial program. the parking lut
attendants arrive. the ushers take their
places. the waitresses start rushing hither
and yon - und the racing seasan is on

That's what the DRC will lnok like come
Monday afternoon
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Detroit Sport Buggy Club

See the brand new Detroit Sport Bugay Club's ex-
hibit of various examples of street show and com.
petitive buggies. Members of D..

My,

First Time Ever g

and SPORT BUGGY

SHOW—APRIL 22-25 |

day - Saturday in Sears Court
sented by members of the

L willbe in
to answer any questions. Come and

find out how and why a buggy is put together.

open. For further information contact

Roy Mohler, 1228 Kennebec, Allen Park.

FREE GLAUCOMA CLINIC

Saturday, April 25, 1-3 p.m.
Center tall, sponsored by the

Lemplighter Lions
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OPEN EVERY EVENING
“til 9 p.m.
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