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Josel Sommer plays George Bynam, an antiquitics expert for a
prestigious auction gallery who turns up as a murder viclim in
“stil of the Night.” Assistant Meryl Streep s the chief suapect in
the movie which Is rife with referonces lo its spiritual master,
Alfred Hilchcock.

the movies
" "“}l Louise
A = gnider

- “Still of the Night’
copies Hitchcock
without arty story

“Stilt of the Night™ {PG) Is a white-knuckle movic fram the star-
tling openlng to the tenslon-fllled ending. It is also something of a
miracle because [t bristles with suspense even though the story
deals with twa dull and foolish characters,

Robert Benton dirccted It from hls own screenplay, and took
more than a page or two from the notebook of the master, Alired
Hltcheock. The movle s awash with references to, or quates from,
Hitcheock movles, [ncluding “Spelibound,” (a dream sequence),
“Rear Window" (a peeping-Tom view Into an apartment) and *Ver-
tigo™ {a narrative description of a fa)) from a bell tower). Even one
of the principal scttlngs, an auction gallery, calls to mind a key
scene from *North by Northwest.”

In additon to such distingulshed precedent, Benton has the ad-
vantage of Nestor Almendros' shadowy, mood-fl)led photography
and the high-pawered presence of Meryl Streep and Ray Schelder.

‘This should add up to the “psychological thriller” the publlcity
Teads us to expect. Instead we get a movic In which the psychology
has little 10 do with the suspense — created by superb use of sound,
lightlng, photography and edlting. The story la disappolnting.

SCHEIDER PLAYS o psychiatrist whose patient (Josef
Sommer) has been found murdered, When the victim's lover
(Meryl Streep) shows up at the psychiatrist’s office, the recently
divorced doctor finds himself attracted to her, His interest Is un-
daunted, or maybe even excited, by pollee suspiclons that the mur-
derer Ls a woman. ‘

From what the psychlatrist learns as he reviews tapes of his
sesslons with the murdered man and fram what the police theorlze,
cverything points taward Streep. Is the doctor in love wlth a
killer? Why Is he attracted to her? Is it all that nervous twlitching
and the kinky behavior? .

Strecp's character would put off anyone except a mental-health
professional. However, Schelder’s intercst scems more than pro-
fesslonal. I say “seems” because both these characters are so cold,
when they kiss it's like two [cebergs sllding agalnst each other.
There is no warmth there. They don't click as a couple, and they
don't fare much better as individuals. .

Streep |s so edgy and jittery that we can't belleve she actually is
employed In a {ine-arts auctlon gallery where she handles preclous
and dellcale objects. And Schelder’s character does nothing to
dlsprove folk wisdom that says certificates and diplomas have
nothing to do with common sense.

Every time he makes a move, he puts himsell In jeopardy. You
can't expect an audlence to sympathlze with characters who are
Just ptaln dumb, and that's the way the psychlatrist {s in *Still of
the Night.” If there is a dark, dangerous and isolated place, trust
him to find it.

THIS FOOLUARDINESS cxtends to walking through Central
Park at night. Now that's stretching things beyond alt credibllity.
Even foreign tourlsts know enough to avoid the park at night.
‘The only minimally Intcresting aspecet of the character is his
relatlonship with his mother (Jesslca Tandy), also a psychiatrist,
They get together and chat about dreams. He glves one interpreta-
tion, she another.
. ‘The other worthy part of the fitm Ls the inslde look it glves us of
< the operations of a major auction house, probably medeled afier
Sotheby-Park Bernel, Now if the characters were of some interest,
- I'd make a bid for thls move. As It is, I can only admire Benten's
. expertlse in creating suspense out of such thin stuff,
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iRoy Scheider plays the victim's pey a’'man ly
slacking in common sense, He seems to lake every opportunity to
‘needlessly axpose himself to danger — such as taking a midnight
:mroll through some of Now York City's more dimly Iit streets.
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MAKE YOUR
NEXT PARTY

UNIQUE

AT.THE DETROIT SCIENCE CENITER

BUSINESS MEETINGS AND PARTIES
FASHION SHOWS

BAR AND BAT MITZVAHS

SWEET SIXTEENS

SPACE THEATRE AVAILABLE

ATIENDED PARKING

DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER

AT THE CULTURAL CENTER
833-1894 FOR INFORMATION AND
RESERVAIIONS
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AShe’s a he

Dustin Hoffman
{right) stars as Mi-
chael Dorsey, a ded-
icated actor with &
reputation for belng
difficult who finally
lands a stoeady job
on a soap opera by
masguerading as a
woman in “Tootsle.
8idney Pallack, the
flim's producer
plays George Ficlds
{teft), Dorsey's
high-powered New
York agent.
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FREE ADMISSION,

M\? KEEGO CINEMA

Orchard L. R, 18 Cost LK A, 1% ks Wowt of Tedgrach
ALL SEATS $1.50 Ca 632- 1900
NOW SHOWING THRU JANUARY 8, 1983
AN OFFICER AND A GENTLEMAN @)
Woskdars and Leburep T pm & 13, Sy 220, 0,7 pus £30
POSC0000000000088080.(
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Celebrate the many good lastes ol the
Mon Jin Lau on New Year's Eve

- Qur regular menu at regular prices, .
Nolsemakers, balloans, favors for Midnight Celebration.
Share our.good tasta with a friend.

QY IN (W

Mandarin « Szechwan « Hunan » Cantonese
’ ‘Exoftic'Spirlts
Maple Rd. at Stephonson Hwy. « Troy
689-2332 .

Bring in the
New Year;
a

only A\

32395 per porson

Cholce of entroo;

18,0z, primo rlb » duck
voal pleanta « plekoral
10 oz. prime fliot

Exch dinner Includes:

broad baskot » soup du Jour « chal’s salad

boked potato » Kogy's own

hoimemade cheesocako

colfoo or toa « favors « % botita champogno per
couplo

Featuring Charles Rowland Quartet

for your listening and danclng pleasuro

Reservations pralorred

Kogy's
755 W. Big Beaver « Troy « 362.1262

SEA SHELLASLUE

Choice Stpaks 2 hope+Dally Freeh

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

MAKE YOUR DINNER RESERVATIONS
" FORNEW YEAR'S EVE '

Serving from 4 pm - 12

1686 JOHN R, CLOSED 689-1258 :

8 JurlN. of 13 Nlle B8UN.
sease .

DINNER

unuid psidalghs
untlh 200 AM
@
N33  DIVERSION
inta the Now Year
New Year’s Day

Open 400900 1'M
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DOUBLE
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Poy Schecer: Moyt Sroap AN OFFICER
STILL OF
THE NIGHT AND A
1:10-515-9,20 GENTLEMAN
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Season's WH_,
from Somarset Cinems IEX

KISS ME GOOD%YE
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| SHOWCASE CINEMAS |

STERLING HTS. i

AOAMS MATING @ GATLY- FIATT BHOW DALY

% REYNOLDS!
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RESTAURANT
32030 PLYMOUTH ROAD
LIVONIA

« Open New Year's Eve
Live Muslc and
Party Favors

Serving 11 am.102a.m.

¢ Live Opera
Every Wednesday
No Cover Charge
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Q FISH "N CHIPS
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OUR FRIDAY ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT SPECIALS
o Kotatine Fdey. Decenbas J1.147 Lrmd-bro popms e  snoam

locations will be open 24
> hours Fri., Dec, 31 & Sat., Jan.1

< 7~ SLOCATIONS
i l\/e;_mgn 'S TOSEAVE YOU
TVONIA ™ WESTLAND
Plymouth Rd, a1 Lovan ¥ 34410 Ford Rd.
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SOUTHFIELD
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SPECIAL
HOLIDAY OFFER!

CALL TOLL FREE
Troy Hilton inn
1-800-482-3940
Michigan Inn

1-800-482-3440

Take advantage of thase low
hollday ratex for yous out-cl-iewn

Quests. Choose the focation thal Is most
convenlent to you, Irom 1he counlry ¢lud
ambience of 1he Tray Hilton (nn to the un-
mistakabla efegance of the Michigan Inn.
VWa'va gol your number ., $39.00 per
night at the Troy Hdton or $44.00 per
night at the Michigan Inn,

22 nout advance lions required. Tasen
'm0t Included. Doet nal apply 10 grovp bales




