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Joe Coppola was anly 13 when he
{found his first love In.a garage, and
time has proven he was smitten with
more than just puppy love,

from a childhcod hobby Into a earcer In
the cotlislon business that untll recent-
1y kept Coppoln, now 45, reasonably.
aatlsfled and successful.

The owner of *Coppola'a Colllsion
Center in Farmington Hills says it's be-
coming so difficult to do business that
he and hls wife, Theresa, reluctantly
are consldering uprooting thelr family
and moving west,

Small bump shop owners are belng
forced out of buslness, charges Coppo-

|he’'s read

Body shop owner says
y to give up ship:

'm the little guy, and the easiest to
ueeze,

“ In\;e.my Jeb, but it's getting very

discouraging and so frustrating every
day that I almost don't want to come to
work.”

For 10 years, Coppala has operated
bis -5,000-square-foot shop on Eight
Mlle cast of Farmington Road, servic-
Ing such 23 the F\

Hills Police Department and Hewlett-
Packard. The Novt resident carried as
many as nine employees in 1977, but
now employs just four.

use o pald offlce manager (s a
luxury he can’t afford, Theresa Coppo-
1a hos donated her time to run the off-
ice sinee 1978,

“I'M NOT trylng to do a rip job on
tryl [ p

la, by auto parts ers whose
prices relentlessly ellmb and insurance
companies that arc willlng to pay Jess
and less for repalrs,

“We're getting the squecze from two
giants,” says the father of four who cs-
timates auto-part prices jump 25-30
percent every three months.

“I CAN sce why I get the squeeze.

use  their
hands are tled too,” sald Coppola who
last year took home only “as much as
ap average body man about
330,000,

“IU's the parts manufacturcrs that
people should be golng after, It's noth.
ing today to pay $500 for a bumper.

Three years ago It would have cost

)
$350 — and It goes up from month to
month, Eventually it's going to kll} us,*
sald Coppola, Ho said financial burdens
imposed by Michigan's single business
tax, workmen's and unemployment
compensation make dolng buslness in

rr,&,
3.

g
*

Arlzona an increasingly appeallng A

proposition.

A2 examples, Coppola picked up
some written estimates from his wife's
desk and clted a few recent repalrs, All
of them included computerized Insur.
ance company estimates that price ta-
bor at $16 an hour ~ as opposed to the
$18 rate Coppola charges ~ and minl-
mal flat rates that “force my body men

w‘;cally fly through a job,” Coppola ¥
sal

“I'm an b1d tlmer and X can tel) you I
never saw thls 10-15 years ngo. I as a
businessman no longer have any say so
on what I'm galng to charge.”

Replacing a leit tail lamp on a 1979
model came to $173 — $155 for parts
and $18 for labor and installation, One
El Dorado bumper guard cost Coppola
$147. “It's worth maybe $20,” he said,

The cost of a 7-foot chrome molding
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that he's ¢ to

squecze so badly” from nuto parts manufacturers

Apartment dwellers ch

8y Cralg Plschura

ing Farmington, Farmington Hills and
Novi.

siat wrlior .
The amendment prevents any apart-
A tenants and cond: ment- or plex owner
um cwners have a legal right to recelve  from bullding what Is called a Small

cable tefevision in thelr living rooms,
accordlng to an amendment to a trl-
clty cable-franchise ordirance govern:

Master Antenna Televiston (SMATV)
aystem unless cable also ks avallable to
tenants, .

Free food available
for needy families’

The food distribution center at
Farmington Hills City Hall has begun
opcrations, keeping with former Gov.
Willlam  Milllken's emergency food
directive.

Denatlons of non-perishable canncd
and boxed goods are being accepted by

the Department of Speclal Services.
Needy familles tn the Farmington
area are asked to call City Halt at 474-
8115, ext. 277, before coming ¢o plck up
food. While supplies Jast, famllics will
receive bags contatning enough food to
furnish mcals for four to flve persons,

The ordinance allows apartment- or
condomlnlum-complex owners to
charge MetroVision Cable Televislon
Co. a “falr market value" fec for space

arged extra for cable

pues to fund public-access televislon
equipment and production.

pressed concern over the possibllity
that -the Beznos Management Co. —
which operates units tn Mulrwood,

Jerry Beznos, of the Beznos Manage-
ment Co., referred all inquiries o the
company’s property manager, Harold

needed to lay cable in build-

B

METROVISION representative Tom
jorklund sald his

ings. .
MctroVision may, In.tumn, charge
apartment or condo tenants an addi-
tonal fee to offsct the charge it pays
the landlord. But the additional charge
won't be shared by the entk

tha ordinance change to ;vcla prob-
lems over cable acces to apartments
and condos that have cropped up in sur.

-rounding citfes,

been a blg prodlem In South-
Bj salé.

ty or be included in the computation of
franchise fees that MetroVision must
pay to the clty annually. .

Under the agreement MetroVision
made with officials of the three citles
in May, 3 pereent of the y

- “We've scen
some evidence of possible future prob-

Falrmont and Kenslngton Manor In
Farml and Hilla ~
might attempt.to build an SMATV Bys-
tem that excluded cablo for tenants. - -
.- ‘Bjorklund sald in setting rates for
- cable telovislon, his company “depend-
©d upon the right of access beiog there
{for. all. resldents.” If
apartment and condomlnlum areas are

lems in Novi and, ly, that's part
©of our franchlsc 30 we're concerned.

“It's & move to head off a problem
bﬁj.;m it beeomes one,” Bjorklund satd
of the d, Co

pany'a to-
tal revenues will be pald to the munlel-
palities. The amount each munlelpality
receives depends on how many resi-
dents subscribe. Further, under (he

Aranchise, MetroVislon pledged to

donate another 2 percent of Its rove-

Ed Kriewall, city manager in Novi,
said the only SMATV operator in the
three cltfes Is one at Chateau Estates, a
moblle-home park on 13 Mile, weat of
Meadowbrook,

Cable-company representatlves ex-

th a master plan that Invol
. Haggerty, FarmIngton Hilla Counl
house, swimming -pool, driving

ves the aale of property along 12 Mile and

southeast portion of the 18-hote golt course,
Hills history will go along with the sale.

‘B

try Club will construct a new club-~
range and tennis courts on the
A bit of Farmington,
The club’s existing club-'

house atands on a tormer farm x;nd i

old barn. Still imbodded

In the stone walls of the grlil room are
brase tings once used to restrain cattle.
by architect Forruccio P, Da Conti, an FHCC membor.

Ppart of a 125-y

The site plan was drawn up

| Man drowns after boating accident

* A 24-year-id Farmington Hills man
I missl and presumed to have
drowned in Walled Lake after a 12-foot
aluminum boat In which ha was fishing
capslzed New Year's Day,, i
Divers called off an extensive search
for the body of Richard Henslee, 24, of .
28777 Bannockbitrn Tuesday due to un-
stable lce conditions, according to Det.
Charles Enwn of the Novi Polico De-

« Brown sald Henslee's brother-in-law
And n:gung companlon, Gerard Foley,

’

B, ’

{

was rescued by Kenneth Rozeabbom,
35, |;t Walled Lako about 7 p.m. Janu-
ary 1. . Lo

Foloy, 29, had been clinging to the
overturned kull for.about an hour and &
balf when Rozenboom beard his calls
for help, launched bls own alumlnum
boat and traveled towards Foley.

Other rosidents who heard tho men's
distress calls notifled police, but beforn
Jelp arrived, Henslee had Jost grip ot
the boat abd disappeared into the dark-

[

ness. No life preservers wero aboard *
the boat, Brown sald. .

An awaiting ambulance transported
Foley to Botsford General Hospital, He
was treated for .exposure and re-
leased after several hours, -

Hampering Lhe men's abllity to swim
waa the 40-degree water temperature, -

an
sults and boots in which the two wers
drexsed, Brown seld,
They'd been flshing for plka since
about 1:30 p.m.

“They were avid sportsmen and
{ished on the lake all the time.” added
Brown, who remembers only one other
dl.r.vvnlnl In the last 10 years In Walled

ke,

""Like {someone) might think of golng
golfing, they'd go out flshing on Walled
Lake,” said Foley's mother, N

"It was such a nlce day New Year's
Day that they decided In the afternoon
to go out fishing, It was like a lark for
(hu?‘. Then the bottomn fell out of the
world.”

at

sald, it would
mean that MetroVislon couldn't reach
its expected goal of gettlng 60 percent
of all resldents receiving at least the
basle eable service.

“CUSTOMERS ON-LINE would
have to pay substantially more,” Bjork-
lund sald jo the event that SMATV op-
erators are able to overturn the ordl-
nance and legally prohibit cable from
entering their complexes.

Country

 large chunks of *

Stobinsky,

said the Bemos Co. is con-
=ldering ‘several options In providing .
eatertalnment  programming to per-
sons who rent apartmenta or veside In
condes managed by the firm,

: He said be was unfamlliar with the
new amendment and wished to sfudy It
before commenting on whether the
firm would try to prevent unlts from
belng wired for cable.

“We'd lke to offcr our tenants the
best value in entertalnment,” Stoblnsky
said.
“Before we make a declsion we'll
evaluate the city’s own system and the
means of doing-it on our own. it
behooves ourselves to educate oure

Ploase turn to Pago 9

Club

gets facelift

Farmington HIlls ‘Country Club
{FHCC) has escaped unseathed from
the evercreeping urban development
that threatened to gobble up Its parking
lot, possibly forelng the club's ligulda-

fon, .

Establlshed in 1955 on the grounds of
a onc-time farm, the family-oriented
club features golf, swimming and din-
Ing facilities,

FHCC's 345 members have been
palnfully aware that the eventual wid-
enlng of 12 Mile and Haggerty roads
which front the parking lot, clubhouse
and a major

porate property owners, the land swap
- will enable the private club to redesign
its facllity,

A TWO-STORY CLUBHOUSE, an
Olymple-sized swimming poo), tennls
courts, drlving range and parking lot
are to be bullt oo the cxpanded south-
east portion of the FHCC property.

Financing the construction will be-
come feasible when a buyer Is found
for ninc acres of prime property bor-
dering 12 Miie and Haggerty roads (slte
of the existing clubhouse), valued at ap-
$2 million,

g poo
problem with three possible solutions.
The alternatives included sacrificing
the driving range for a new parking lot;
selling thelr Jand and buying else-
where; or buying and exchanging abut.
ting property. .
‘The third option was realized recent-

" Another source of funding became
avallable when the members last fall
agreed to a $1,300 refundable assess-

ment,

“IT WAS NO SECRET that we had a
problem,” said FHCC's Danlel Shehan
Jr., vice president of newspaper repro-

ly when the Clty of F. Hills
agreed to a land exchange.

Coupled with the acqulaltion of other
adjoining parcels from private and cor-

-Sawyer, guson, Walker
and Company Inc., Southileld.
“At first, it was just & matter of put.
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“ALWAYS HAS
GOOD LUCK!I”
“Flrst call at 6:40 a.m.; sold
1he day the paper came out.
Always has good luck with
our ads!” E. Burger was
ploased with the results of
the Observer & Eccontric
““JEEPS/4 WHEEL DRIVE"

classifiod ad he placed.
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