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Food lines

A DECADE ago, few covering the suburban beat,
believed we would be writing storles about mass
unemployment, hunger and food distribution points.

Those beats were for the papers downtown — In
the big city. We were out here to cover what many
felt were the singular problems of the suburbs —
road paving, zoning disputes, millage clections and
septic tanks. 4

In the big picture, these were small problems to
be sure — but surprlsingly fmportant when it was
your road being paved or your neighborhood school
being closed.

Sure we've had our dramatic moments — cross-
district busing, low-income housing and a murder
or {fire for good measure, Sometimes a crooked pol-
itictan would pop up to keep us honest.

BUT FOR THE most parl, even journalists — a
cynical bunch, at best — belieyed the general run of
suburban living was free from the very serious so-
cial problems of the large city.
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Some journalists sneer at the affluence surround-
ing them. Many are young and have a difficult time
understanding the concerns of the more established
in society.

On the other hand, others'— the more established
scribes — really believe that all that exlsts te write
i’{l[mul in the suburbs are high socicty and the good

e,

Caught in the middle are those journallsts who

. belleve the saclal problems of the big clty are those

of the suburbs — dlsgulsed, for sure, but related.
Often they are dismissed by, the others as, well,
crackpots,” “do-gooders” and sometimes even
“'(roublemakers” who are ilving In the fantasy of
blg-time journalism. e

Journalists, you see, reflect the society which
they cover. Their oplnions are just as dlverse and
many times just as misguided. .

BUT TODAY'S REALITY Is that food lines are
popplng up all over the suburbs — in churches and
even city halls.

Just the other day, Farmington Hills, nat exactly
a haven for the poor, set up a food distribution cen-
ter working out of its recreation office — an irony
to be sure. What once was solely a planning center
for {un has become a headquarters of survival for
many who just a year or two ago never would have
belleved they could be in such economic straits.
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‘Together,’

]

the senators
face right

JAMIE BLANCHARD borrowed a line from Jim-
my Carter as he closed his inaugural address as
Michigan's governor Saturday.

“Together™ we shall do this, “together” we shall
do that, and *together” the other thing, said Gov.
Blanchard,

Carter's psy 1 researchers the
word in the 1976 presidential campaign. The theory
seems (o be that people like the word “together” as
much as they used to like “motherhood,” “apple
pie” and “{he flag.”

But in Michigan government, we don't have to-
fetherness yet — not by a long shot.

Blanchard is being hailed as the first Democratic
governor since the 1930s (o have a Democratie-
controlled legislature. In their Nov. 2 viclory cele-
hrations and Jan. 1 inavgural balls, the Democrats
rejoiced at their clean sweep of statewide offices,

WELL, LOOK again. Blanchard has’ already
looked again. That's why he's being so coy about
favoring a state personal income tax increase.

Look at the state Senate. Twenty to 18 Demo-
cratic, you say?

Look harder, because the Michigan Senate with
which Blanchard must deal is one of the most can-
servative bodies we've seen since the 19508 when
Soapy Williams did battle with the Elmer Porters,
Paul Prescotts, Lou Christmans and other members
of what he termed the Neanderthal wing of the Re-
publican Party.

In these suburbs, to be sure, we have seen onl
minor changes, Democratic Leader William Faust
from Westland will be back, conservative Republi-
can Roberl Geake of Northvitle is returning, and
liberal Democrat Jack Faxon of Southfiled will re-
place liberal Democrat Doug Ross.

And liberal Democrat Phil Mastin of Pontiac is
‘replacing conservative Republican Don Bishop of
Rochester.

AFTER THAT, the Michigan Senate takes a
sharp right face.

Dana Wilson, a Democrat frem Ferndale who
supported the lemporary income lax Increase last
year, lost a primary and will be replaced by Doug
Cruce, a conservative Republlcan from Troy who
didn’t support the tax hike.

Kerry Kammer of Clarkston, who lost the Demo-
cratic primary for governor, will be succeeded by
Rick Fessler, a rock-ribbed conservative Republi-
can from Union Lake.”

Such conservative Democrats as Gilbert DiNello
of East Detrolt and James DeSana of Wyandotle
will return. Remember DiNello’s anti-Detrolt in.
come tax drive? Crusty, snarling Joe Mack, a Dem-
ocrat from Ironwood who Is sometimes referred to
as “the senator from Cleveland Ciiffs (Mining Co.),
will be back. .

Dick Allen, the liberal Republican from Alma
who "supported public transit, was bumped in his
primary by Alan Cropsey, the kid from Bob Jones
U. who wants creationlsm taught in science classes,
His dad, Harmon Cropsey, also moved up to the
Senate.

Lovers of the 20th century may have rejolced
when Sen. Jack Welborn of Kalamazoo ran last in
the gubernatorial primary, but did you notice who
his successor will be? His brother, Bob.

Do you remember last year how Majority Leader
Faust got the tax hike through the Senate Flnance
Commitlec? He appointed himself and Republican
Leader Robert VanderLaan of Kentw to the
commiitee to create a 4-3 favorable vote.

Well, VanderLaan, a moderate of the Milliken-
Brickley school, has retired from polities at 50, The
new Senate GOP leader will be John Engler, a rip-’_
snortin’ Headleeite. :

Lots of luck with your “togetherncss,” Gov.
Blanchard. - ‘
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. Searching for features

TV changed sports writing

LIKE COUNTLESS others across the land, The
Stroller spent most of New Year's Day with hls eyes
focused on television. .

There, in the camforl of an casy chair in his liv-
ing room, he marvelled at the sights of the Rose
Parade in living color. And later in the day, he
watched with intense [nterest as the Michlgan foot-
ball team baltled UCLA in the Rose Bowl.

It was wonderful to watch every play, ofttlmes
with a better view than'if he had been in the press

X.

But as the game ended and the final score was
flashed on the screen for all the world lo see, it
dawned -on him that thls electronic device had
changed the sports writer’s approach to writing the
account of the contest for readers of hls newspaper,

IN THE OLD days — and The Stroller is a mem-
ber of the “old school” — It was mandalory that the

final score of the gamce and the size of the crowd be,

mentloned in the opening paragraph. And goodness
knows what fate was in store if Lhey were forgotten,

Today such an approach would be a waste of time
and space, for folks already know the outcome, the
score and who played the hero's role. They saw it on
television,

So today's sports writer must approach the story
from a feature angle — something; perhaps coach-
ing strategy, not shown on the screen. Ofttimes the
score of the game is not mentloned until the fifth or
sixth paragraph, as background, so great has been
theé change.

No longer does a*daily newspaper produce an
“extra” editlon. The result has been flashed across
the land both by television and radio. Writers now
build thelr reruulions on the feature prose they

" construct in Lelling the story of the game.
"

WHAT.IS TRUE of. foatball is true of all other
sports. There was a time when newspapers flnshed
extra cditlons to Tiger Stadjum that could be bought
at the gale no sooner than the game was over,

Now, the folks know the score and have heard the -

plays through the volces of the radlo

Throughoul the suburbs, we are beginning to see
Scenes more r of a John novel
than an Erma Bombeck column.

And these traubled times have been shadowing
this comfortable suburban world for a long time.
The signs existed for all to see. But many chose, to
deny reality — nelther from fear and nalvete born

out of parochialism or out of an elitlst, devil-may- .

care altitude. -

Perhaps it was up to those who knew better, to be
more Inslstent — both those of who are journalists
and those who actitally live in the community and
participate in civic life.

THOSE WHO persist In denying realities, who
want to hold on to their fantasies, work hard at in-
suring others who den't agree are ridiculed and dis-
credited. .

Many a tragic story exists of persons on city
counclls, school hoards or other commissions who

just gave up in frostration or in fatigue, This mi-

narity tried desperately to talk of social realities.
They simply were crushed under the weight of pub-
“lic scorn,

But that's the past. Now we have a chance to bury
our miscanceptions and work together to deal with
the realitles of unemployment and hunger and to
rebulld a shattered economy.
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The parade
belongs to all,
benefits all

ON-THANKSGIVING morning, there was a little
coldness in the air. 1's not unusual for a Thanksgivs
ing in this part of the country. *

Unfortunately, my 4-yeat-old daughter was re-
covering from a cold. So a decision was made to slt
out this year's Thanksgiving Day parade.

In the nine years T have lived in suburban Detroit,
attending the Thanksgiving Day parade has become
a tradition in my family. Usually, a neighbor and 1
bundte up our children, put them in the back of a
station wagon and take off for downtown Delroit.

From our favorite parking spot — the lot al the
Wayne State Universily law school — we walk to
Woodward Avenue and view the floats as they stand
before the start of the parade,

After that we walk down the curb on Woodward
Avenue until we find an opening in the crowd, relax
:mldcnjoy the sights and sounds of the floats and

ands.

NOW 1 AM especially sorry I missed this year's
’lrlmnksgivlng Day parade. It may have been the
ast. ) .

Detroit Renaissance Foundation. the principal
organizer of (he parade, announced last week that
the parade would be cancelled. It cited a deficit of
nearly $100,000 in expenses over contributions.
During the past few years, the parade has been sup-
ported by many organizatlons. The main backer
was J.L. Hudson department stores with $214,000,

Obviously, the decision to cancel the Thank:giv-
ing Day parade is another blow to Detroit Te an-

.y the stroller
Edgar

and TV commentators, Here again, the baseball
wriler {s not confined to telling the score In his first
paragraph.

Where the TV cameras IImit the Imagination of
the sports writer s at 2 major fight. No lopger can
the writer, sitting at ringside, “dress up™ a story by
making a torrid battle out of an ordinary fight.

No longer does the boxing writer send a blow-by-
blow, round-by-round account. Nor do baseball and

foojball writers wire play-by-play accounts, So the

wrlter must seek o behind-the-scencs feature ap-
proach. .

. :)BTA]NING THAT fealure angle can be diffi-
cult.

Sometimes it may be found in the fighters’ dress.
ing rooms after the final bell. Other times the bat-
tlers' boasis before the opening bell can be the
carnerstone of the final story for the paper. .

TV and radlo have taken much of .the fun and

It t out of the offices on fight
night.

How well The Stroller recalls 1he days of the “ex-
tras” when he spent his time on the afternoon of the
fight writing all sorts of alternative opening para-
graphs, When the outcome was known that night,
quick as a flash, the correct one was placed in the
g:ge form and raced to the press, It was always a

(tle with the rival paper to see which reached the
maln eorners of downtown Detrolt first, .,

Pap

Gone are the days of the “extra” and the doys

when the writer was confined in his approach to the
prose that would appc&r in print under his byline.
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came a few days before the ciosing of
the downtown Hudson's store, Hudson's is expecied
to tock its deors on the landmark for the final time
at the end of next week.

IT'S EASY FOR suburbanities to be detached
from the woes of Detroit. But unless Detroit Is
healthy, its suburbs can't be healthy. '

Attending those parades, I was surprised by the
many suburban frlends [ saw. The {reeway to the
parade was clogged with cars from the suburbs,

The Thanksglving Day parade belongs not only to
Detrolt but to suburbanities — an entire metropoli-
tan area, Our lives change when a traditional event
like the parade ends or a store llke downtown Hud-
son’s closes, .

Detroit events — the parade, the Fourth of July
fireworks, the Freedom Festival and the Montreux
Jazz Festlval — enhance all our llves, They"also
make this area more attractive to those considering
moving here. . )

That can help bring new industry and jobs to

. southeastern Michigan.

One-time ventures — such as the Super Bowl and
the Republican National Convention — bring us pa-
tional newspaper and televislon coverage. It gives
us a chance to show the natfon the positive atirib.
utes of the part of the world we eall home, i

I HOPE A fina) effort by stale House Speaker
Gary Owen, D-Ypsilanti, to save the parade \l\rl:ll be
suceessful. Owen has asked the state's Commeree
Department to assist In galhering corporate sup-
port to continue the parade. *

Owen suggests that any dlfference between con- -
tributlons .and costs for the parade be made up
_through “Say Yes'to Michigan” promotional money.
He logically®@rgues that the nattona! televislon coy-
erage of the parade Is promotlon for the state,

If you.agree, act now, A declsion must be made
within the next few days if a parade wil be held in
1983. To keep the parade going, write: Rep, Gary
Owen, Room 10, Capitel Bullding, Lansing 48909, -

Don't let bad cconomie times rain on our parade,
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