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. backgammon
- Mike Giordano

738 of tha Cavendish North backgammon club

or alternatlve of bringlng his last man
home, which scems to fulflll the gener-
al rules mentioned above, ylelds a &4
percent e tlon of success. The
cholee should be clear,

T would llke to start out the new year
by thanking those readers who sent [n
thelr backgammon problems and
would agaln Ilke to encourage any
reader with a question about backgam-
mon to wrile to me in care of this pa-
per or dlrectly to the Cavendish Club in
Southfleld.

For all those of you who got back.
gammen sets for Christmas and would
Uke a sound foundation in the funda.
mentals of the game, I heartlly recom-
mend the six-weck scries of boglaners®
lessons offered at the Cavendish Club
starting Jan. 17. It is probably tho best
bargain in backgammon at $12 for the
entire serles.

ANOTHER GOOD idea for those

Thave but one New Year's resolution
for backgammon players: let me keep
Juy objectives clearly in mind and let
me domy owh thinking, !
. ‘The position dllgr&lnm‘d above ocv
curred ig a weekly Sunday tournament
' &t the Cavendish North, White had
tolled & 6-2 and stopped for & moment”
- to consider'his position. Clearly he has
‘o chance to win the game but by
avolding the gammon be would stay
allva [n the malch. .
.+ Whlte therefore played hls forced 6
- Irom’ the black 11 point to his own 8
. polnt and quite correctly played the 2
- on hls Inner board from his 6 to bls 4
+ point, Now unless his oppanent rolled a
. Houble, white would be off, the gammon
¢ ps all numbers allow him fo take a man
+ offonhisnextroll. ;. '
» i Notice that if white had'played more
. lastily and brought hls igst man in to

+ his & polnt ke would not be able to bear
off a men on his next roll, if he rolled

THE JOINTS simply don't meet in
Wllson's “Talley’s Folly.” It's a poorly
crafted plece of work. It's heavy with
symbolism. The characters alt [n o
rocking boat [n.a disintegrating boat-
house that looks like a gazcbo, Matt at-
tempts to ica skats on tha rotien wood
and falls through, He Iy pulled out of
the “thin {ce” by Sally. She warns him
there are snakes underneath.

The low sound of rushing water Is
heard throughout. Yes, we know. Lifols
rushing by, life [s fragite, You want to
get up and yell, "Cut all the symbols!
Enough already!™

‘The set, deatgned by Peter W, Hicks,
picks up every symbol In the play, and
even adds a few. B cs? That's
where Moses, the saved Jewlsh baby, ls
found by the town princess, who pulls
him from the water,

And, of course, Malt Ia a Klutz,
knocking skis and palls everywhere,
but be can add mammoth figures llke
lightning and knows all about econom-
ics. Sally, the daughter of the town's
leading garment manufacturer, can't
add up ber own savings account.

WELL, THAT Isn't too unbellevable.
The political conversations are the tru-
Iy crazy oncs. Matt says he [s past all

1ife is war,” Yet be will *never bring a
<hild into this terrible world.” I cannot
think of a stronger political statemeat.
Sally’s
some sort of private anit. She is fired
{rom Sunday School for reading *The
Theory of the Lelsure Class* (o her
charges, Yet she kiows nothing about
the world outside her small Mlssouri

town.
Oddly eriough, thin as she is, Sally
Talley Is more bellevable than Matt

Friedman. Wilson's boyhood in a Miss-

ourl town adds a few touches of reality
that almply don't carry over Into the
1lfe of a Jewish immigrant.

It's a3 if Wilson had becn mesmer-
ized by tales he heard in New York of
escaped refugees; consldered them col-
orful people, and he was going to make
up an even better tale than the factual
escapes we have all heard (and which
are often wilder than fantasy),

Matt’s tale of his boyhood ecscape
with his uncle 10 1914 rings false. And
the sudden Intrusion of nightclub jokes
about Ben Franklin and his wife, ethnic
jokes about Poles and Italians and
Jews, scems stranger than the howling
dogn, rednecks in the yard and old Aunt
Charlotto yakking away up in the houso
onthehill, - - B

)

THE PLAY SEEMS (o be taking
place in some strange Southern tawn.
There are overtones of Truman Capote
and Tennesse Willlams. Wilson, upon
winning the Pulltzer Prize for *Talley's
Folly," sald, *I wish [ were Faulkner,
because he conld get it all down.”

I wish Wilson had Faulkner's knowl-
edge of the human heart. And Faulk-
ner's magle way with words. I am puz-
zled as to why “Talley's Folly” won the
Pulltzer,
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any of the followlng numbers: 5-4; 6-3;
. 4-3; 4-4; and 5.5, a total of 8 numbera
patof 38 possible. .,

players in up
their game would be Lo compete in lo-
cal tournaments. Such tournaments are
held every week {n Plymouth, Livonta,
Flint and Southlield. .
This weckend Detroiters will have a
rare opportunity to sce some of the fin-
st players in the country competlng in
the Motor City Nationals on Friday-
Sunday at the Hyatt Regency In Dear-
born, T understand that last.
trics are still avallable In all flights
from beginneta to champlonship.
Speetalors also are welcome, 20
these who can't commit themselves to
2 weekend of backgammon can at least

IN OTHER WORDS, if whito loses
. 8ight of his objective and rclles on
% some general rule such as *You can't
< get ‘em off until you get ‘em in,” or
;v JAlways take 28 ‘many crossovern
{moving from onc quadrant to the next
15 & crossover) as possible when trying
to run off a gammon,” ke would not
mazimira his

g, e oty
placa éar thinking.
: By making the correct play whi
wrill achieve his goal 33 percent of the
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Deanna Dunagan playi Sally Talley, the female lead in “Talley's
Folly" at Meadow Brook Theatre.
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DENNIS ROME & CO.
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