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Downtown merchants

By Craig Piechura
Binft writer

The second-largest plece of commer-
‘clal real estate In the city of Farming.
-ton Is expected to be sold within a week
to a Southfield businessman who al-
.ready owns and operates two other
-shopplng centers In the Detroit arca.

. Tho property, which fronts the south-
seast sldo of the Grand River-Farming-
:ton Road [ntersection, consists uf sov-
seral speciolty stores and an A&P
‘supermarket. :

i Kenneth V. Lenchner, president of
-Equitable Management Co. of South.
‘Held, sold Tuesday that he plans to
;L’:mz something good and make It bet-
ter. .

. Lenchner says he already owns and
.manages the Riverland Shopplng Cen.
Ater In Utlca and the South Allea Shop-
plog Center [n Allen Park as well as o

‘15-story office bullding in downtown

Detroit. In addition there aro town.
bouses in Ann Arbor as well as lesser
properties [n the Detroft area bullt in
the past 32 years.

Non-residential

 Far

mi

Thursday, January 13, 1983

Bill Conroy, partner in the Farming-
ton Center Co., a Farmington flrm
headed by Insurance executlve John
Clapplsan, confinmed the Impending
sale but sald he wanted {0 see the clos.-
:nx papers signed before commenting
[urthe,

T

“It Isn't ofilclally sold untll at least
Saturday,” Conroy aafd. “No cloalng is
a closlag until It's closed.” N
The 29-store shopping center ppened
In 1960 and has been under the same
owncrs since that Ume, despite changes
in Investors. Not included in the up-
coming deal are a block of stores s
owned by a holding company of Farm-
ington Center Co. Excluded are those
stores on the cast end of the center an-
chored by T.J. Maxx and two stores [n

and

waa bullt
persons living In were
worrled about the fate of tha downtown
area with the advent of large mally
such as Northland.

tawn (before the center),”
“It was a real Mulllgan stew in the
whole aren.”

Clapplson,

sald Tuesday that the ceater
because a number of business
Fa

“I remember what it was lke down.
sald.

‘The reason for selllng the center lsn'|

because profits are declining, Conroy
tressed.

"M. there's & time to sell every-

thing,” Conroy sald, “We're certalnly
still, as individuals, very much In-

Farmington, Michigan

volved in Farmington, This (sale) has
nothing to do with our feeling about
Farmington.”

The center was bever listed for sale
with a real estato company, Conroy
sald. Instead, he sald, Lenchner ap-
proached the partoerahip with an offer
that “became reallty.”

“This I nol a shopping center,” Con- ’

roy sald. “This s downtown Farming-
ton. It was put together asa package to
literally save Farmington.” .
LENCHNER EMPHASIZED that he
{8 not n the business of buying de-
pma:d properties to sell for a quick

profi
“We -only improve our centers,”
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flve cents

!l;elndmer u'ld. “I've always felt If you
® care of your property, your proj
< erty will take um%r you* ki
The center he took over in Utica, he
sald, was stagnating until he attracted
an ACO Hardware atore and convinced
Kroger offlelals to cxpand the size of
their store,

No new tenants are planned immedi-
ately In downtown Farmingten,
Lenchner sald, but will be sought
through normal attrition of cxlating
businesses,

“At this polat I have an obligation to
r.h?dtenanu already in there,” Lenchner
sald,

getting new landlord

city attorney; John Lapham, Cotroy
n,

City Manager Robert Deadmah sald
the new businessman will be welcomed
to the clty while the old owners should
be e ted for taking innovative steps
to improve the appearance and cco-
nomle climate of the city.

“There's no question that sithout the
development of that parce! or some-
thing simllar, - the downtown area
‘would be In dire stralts today," Dead-
man safd.

“It was the right thing ot the right
tme.”

The largest shopping center In the
clty Is at Grand River, east of Drake,
and Kmart is the anchor atore.

the center owned by others (Detroit
Edison and Godmar Rexall Drugs).

CITY ASSESSORS hove placed (he
assessed valuation of the property at
slightly more than $1.06 milton,

The Farmington Center Co. Includes
23 partners Robert Kelly, Farmington

In the end, consumers will pay
highway user fees and gas tax

By M.B, Dilfon Ward
atalf writor

sewer surcharge
cost quintupled

By M.B, Dllion Ward
staff writer

Sewagre surcharge rates will be five
times higher for the next six months
for non-residentlal customera In Farm-
Ipgton and Farmington Hills,
* “The rate hike was approved by the
Farmington Hills City Councll at Mon-
day's legislatlve sesslon at the urglng
of City Manager Lawrence Savage.

The city is serviced by the Detroit
Water and Sewerags Department,
which last year underestimated costs
for its industrin! waste control pro-
gram thereby necessitating the rate In-
crease, according to James Porter, ps-
sistant chlef engineer for the Oakland
County Department of Public Works,

Affected will be all “users other than
structures deslgned for habitation, in-
cluding but pot iimited to, single family
houses, apartment bulldings, condo-
minfums, townhouses, mobile homes,
schools, ckurches, and munlcipal buitd.
Ings

Fdxon maps out
district plans

"State Son. Jack Faxon

Council member Jody Soronen made
the motlon supporting the Increase
while councll member Willlam Lange
supported it. .

“The basic rate on metered water.
consumption remalns the same, while
the non-residential surcharge rates will
be Increased. The surcharge is hased
upon the slze of the water meter used
by the customer,

THE OAKLAND County Department
of Public Works urged the city to adopt
the increase, “a result of actlon taken
by the Detroit Water and Sewerage De-
partment effective oo all blils rendered
on and after Jaouary 1, 1933 for a six-
month period,

“We recommend that the surchargo
increase bo passed on to the users, and
that resolution be adopted by your
councll,” sald Donald W. Ringler, man-
ager of Oakland County Divisien of
Sewer, Water and Solld Waste,

Although {ndependent truckera are
the most vocal opponents of the recent-
ly passed gasoline tax and highway.
user foe increaso, it is consumers who
will foot the bill,

S0 say Dennls Lipbardt, executlve di-
rector ‘of the Automotive Services
Council, and Syl Schloesser, a Farming-
on Hllls-based sales representative for
Fogarty Van Lines in southeast

Michigan Fogarty Van Lines Is nmov-
ing company speclallzing in the trans-
fer of household goods between Michi-
gan and Florida,

Slgned last week by Prealdent
Ronald Reagan, the lcglslation ralses
the gasoline tax by a nickel per gallon,
effective April 1. Highway-user fees
for independent truckers will Increase
to $1,800 a year (n 1984 and to $1,906 in
m‘aen from the current $240 anrual
rate, :

Planse turn to Page 12

By M.B, Dillon Ward
stafl writer

Farmington-area resldents will be
recelving invilatlons to “town. hall
meetings” hosted by Jack Fakon, the
15th District's newly clected state sen-
ator, during 1989, « o

Faxon, 48, a Demberat, replaces for-
mer state Sen; Douglas Ross, D-South-
{leld, who waged an unsuceessful cam-
paign for US, representatlve In the
17th District. The 15¢h District Includes
Farmington, Farmington Hills, South-
{leld, Lathrup Village, Novi, Northville,
Wixom, Ferndale, Oak Park, Harel
Park and Huntington Woods.
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Acio Grimes, an independont trucker

RANDY BORST/atalf photographer

who moves household

goods between Michigan and Florida, says ho's “getting tipped off

ovary time { turn around.”

The federal gas tax now s four cents
per gallon. -

“People will end up getting hit twice
{by the gas-tax hike), because If th
truckera have to pay the extra amount
and are able to pass that charge onto
the customer, they wlll. "

“We'll pay for it In Increased costs of
goods, and we'll get it on the road,”
;nldLL!phn:dt. a Farmington Hills resl-

en|

The average driver will spend $50.75 =
more per year for fuel after the tax ix
enacted, he sald.

Schioesser “Iy positive costs will be
pazsed on to the cotsumer.” The large

- tnoving
forag
sald.

“The day it goes into cffect, John
Doe will be paying & percent more if he
decides to move. If |t now costs $2,000
for him to move, it'll cost $2,120.”

Hector Roa, owner of Roa Sunoco on
Grand River cast of Middlebelt, reats

percent rato increase with the
[V Cs he

companies alrcady have flled -

*'he pays a let more than the private

travels to the Farmlington area three or
four times annually, sald hls income
has dropped to $28,000 to $30,000 a
year from $60,000 to $80,000,

‘The organization of a trucking boy-
colt is under way (o protest the tax and
user-fee Increases, and Grimes “damn
sure witl be supportlog it,

“We're getling ripped off every time
we tum around. For the tme, cffort
and hassle I put up wlth, this fuel tax is
ridlculous,” he sald,

“A FEW OF the little guya (truck-
ers)” will be unable to pass on the rate
Increases and will go out of business,

redlcted Schloesser, .

"I 'a tricker has 1o pay an extra five
cents per gallon of diesal fuel, and be's

uslng six to seven times more per mile,

nger car driver. “An-18-wheeler |
doesn't get muck over three mlles per
gallon,” he said.
Though Grimes says “a lot of com.
munication” among truckers may in-
sure that thelr natlonwlde strike ls suc-

U-Haul trallers and trucks to area resl-
dents who increasingly are opting to
tmove themsclves rather than pay a
moving company.

“What I complain about is that we
have to collect (taxes) for the govern-
ment. We're handling all that money
{or them, and [ get nothing out of it.

“If I buy a gallon of Suncco regular
for 01 cents, I have to add 13 cents
state tax, four cents federal tax, and
four cents sales tax. This will tack on
another (lve cents, 20 I've got to'keep
“my price high,” Roa sald.

ACIE GRIMES, AN Independent
trucker who drives for Fogarty Van
Lines, sald “we’re (truckers) already at
rock bottom, 1t's tough enough as it is,

“With the cost of upkeep, repairs and
breakdowns, I'm only making half of
what Iused to,” )

Grimes, a Dayton, Ohlo native who

cessful,

“Things only get changed by the
amount of meney you have to buy a
lobbylst. Independent truckers don't
have the dollars it takes. They may be
shelling out $5 or $10, but It tzkes a ot
more to have this done tn Congress.

“And the blg companles aren't really
concerned, They're just golng to pass it
{the cost) on.

“What they should have dene was
raise the tax to 25 conts a gallon on
fuel period, s0 everybody would be In-
volved right up front. But John Doe's
still golng to have Lo pay the b1l

A; Ros, “I've never scen ‘em
stop any tax. But you know, I'll bet the
roads a year from now wlll have just ag
many chuek holes as they have now.”

Four cents of each nickel ratsed by
the federal tax will be used to repalr
and rehuild deteriornting highways and
bridges, while the flfth cent will be al-
located to mass transit programs.

Hectlor Roa sees himselt as c'money coliector for the federal gov.iernment because of tho now
Hills tor tho past 25 years.

" RANOY BORST/stett Phologrepher
line tax. He has Roa's
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