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_Another good year

Businessman Roger Faulkner, director of the
World Champlonship of Tennis Tournament (ater

sports promolers.

-/~ JOHN STANO/aiat photographer

this month, Is turning Into one of the city's top

Soccer or tennis. It doesn't mat-

er. . .

Roger Faulkner oppreciates both
sporis. In fact, ke enjops them so
muck he wants the people of the
Metropolitan Detroit area to share

. theactidon,

A stockbroker for the Merril-
Lynch office in Bloomfield Hills, the
44-year-old Faulkner is fast becom-
ing one of the city's top sports pro.
moters.

Faulkner was instrumental in
bringing professional soccer to De-

mer partner Gordon Preston, two
ezhibition soccer matches in the
tate '70s. One of the matches fea-
turcd the legendary Pele and the
Cosmos of New York against ¢ pro-
Jessional team from Dallas.
Faulkner later became @ partner
with Preston in the original Detroit
Ezpress soccer team that played at
the Pontiac Silverdome as a mem-
ber of the North American Soccer
League, He later scvercdhis rela-
tionship with the Express, ulthough
Detroit still has a soccer represent.
ative in the American Soccer

ague, 2

When he left the soccer franchise,
one of his goals was to bring profes-
sional men's tennis to Detroit. R

Faulkner’s dream will be reatized
Jan. 27-30 when the World Cham-
pionship of Tennis (WCT) conducts
its $250,000 Winter Finals {n De-
troit's Cobo Arena, -

The eight featured participants
are ranked no lower than No. 26 in
the Nizdorf Computer world singles
rankings list.’

Czechoslovakian Ivan Lendl, the

troit by promoting, along with for. .

brings men’s tennis to city

No. 2-ranked player who won an ex-
hibition in Chicago over the week.
end, will be the top attraction. Guil-
lermo Vilas (Argenting), Balazs
Taroczy (Hungary), Kevin Curren
(South Africa), Wojtek Fibak (Po-
land), Paul McNamee (Australia),
Brian Teacher (United States) and
Bill Scanton (United States) will be
the other participants. ;

The winner {is. guarantecd
$125,000, with the runner-up earning
$40,000. Series tickets for all four
days of the tournament will be 340
Jor Tier A (Inner Circle); $30 for
Tier B (Circle Loge); and $20 Jor
Tier C (Upper Reserved).

Fpr. ticket. information, contact
?xogo.!ae Louis Arena office at 567-

Faulkner agreed to do a question
and answer session for the Observer
& Eccentric eariier this week at the
Squqre Lake Racquet Club,

*Court’-ing the stars
Faulkner pulls some strings,

‘

‘What was your original purpose of
gesting Into the sports promotion busl.
ness? Was it a flash-In-the-pan type
thing or were you always Interested ia
It?

¢

o

No, I've always had an interest. ! ran
all aports at London Unlversity for a
one year. I was still 2 student, obvlous-
1y, but I had functional responsibllity
for it. And baving been on the tennia
circult and assoclated with it through
Trisha (his ex-wife), and associated
with sports, and knowing the meda
peaple, and 30 on, I've alwaya enjoyed
that part of life tremendously.

About the WCT' tourney, bow were
you able to get It here {n Detrolt? Was
It & personal dream of yours to get a
WCT event to Detralt?

It begad because at the league meet-
ings which I attended — I was a direc.
tor In the North American Soccer
Lesgue — and we used to alt alpbabet!-
cally, Represening Detrolt, I sat be-
tween the representatives from FX.
Lauderdale and Dallas.

It was kind of {un because for 50
days of my life I sat between Lamar
Hunt on the ono side representing Dal-

and Joe Robble — who owns the
(Mlami) Dolphlns — on thc's olher side

P! g o )
Strikers. So, Lamar and I, naturally,
got to know each other very well.' Heds
the man who created professional ten.
nis In 1967, Ha runs World Champlon-
ship Tennls which Is 20 tournaments
world wide, ) .
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. lhf'm back and golng, wa should be strong.”

. Berve

for NF gymnasts?

By Tom Basr . — -
staff writar T B

North Farmington's gymnasts have a winning
tradltion to uphold,

Last year, coach Mary Johnesce's crew complled
@ 14-1 dus) moet record, won leagua and Dearborn
Invitational titles and placed third in the reglonal.
13 tho 1933 Ralder squad up to defending that sort
of record?

*V/e should have & good year If sickness docsn't
strike us,” predicted Johnesee, who iz starting her
soventh season as North's coack. "Right now, quite
& fow girls are down with the flu. If we can get

ohneses two senlors, Heldl Isace and Kim
Edwards, back from last year, as well a3 experi-
enced Junfor all-arounders Dona Kebrdle and
Sharon Shiffra. Freshman Angle Griffla hos been
looklng good kn all events, accordlng to tho coach.
“The team's young with only two senlors,” zaid
Johnesee, a 1970 graduate of North Farmington.
“But of the top four, three bave competed for us
before and Angie (Griffin) seems to know what
she's dolng.”

Meet results —
See Page 3

North opened its season Jan, 6 with a vietory
over Clarenceville and then beat Ann Arbor Plo-
acer and Walled Lake Western Monday, North's
season econtlnues Thursday at 7 p.m, when it hosts
Troy, ono of the top teams in the atate,

FARMINGTON HARRISON could have a come-
back story in sophomore Jill Birsa.

Bisa took an unfortenate tumble while competing
on the uneven parallel bars §n the reglonal meet
last season, breaklng two bones in her left arm and
dislocating her elbaw.

“It was a veal serlous injury and we rushed her to
the hospital right away,” sald Harrison coach Kim
Dennls, “They did emergency surgery on it. The
tendons and ‘ligaments were torn. Sho also, had

ge. ‘.

“But Jill's back and doing real well right now.
1t's {aken her a long time to come back, but she's
come back further than we expected,”

Dennis also Is counting on junfor Martha
McCaughey, sophomore Laurie Runk and freshmen
Julle Runk and Jamta Lyons. All are all-arounders,

“This s a reat young team,” Dennls sald. *I have
two junlors, The rest are freshmen and sopho-
mores.”

-

Dona Kebrdle competes on the balance
beam for North Farmington,
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éﬁg /) Current Return*

§.73

Federal Tax-Free Income*

Rated “AAA”by Standard & Poor’s*
Insurance Protection Against Loss "

 Diversification " plus Accrued Interest
» No Management Fee ® No Redemption or Service Charge
* Units in Muttiples of $1,000 * NoCoupons to Clip

and not (o unlls of the Trust. The rating
also results from certain reinsurance
agreements.

***Bond Interes! and principal payments are
[nsured. The terms of the Insurance and

“This current return represents the net an.
nual Interest for each year bul tho first
year, after annual expenses, divided by
the public otiering price as of January
§, 1883, It varles with changes in either
amount. In the first year the current retuzn relnsurance ara more fully described In
as of January 5, 1883 wlll be 872%. the P Neither the nor

In the oplnion of counsel, interest 1he relnsurance removes markot risk
Income from units of the Trust Is exempt since they do not guarantee the market
from Federal Income tax but may be value of the Trust unlts. No representation
subject to state and local taxes. is made as to any Insurer's of relnsures's

**The “AAA" rating results from insurance ability to meet Its commitments,
relating only to the bonds in thoe portfolio

)

McDonald & Company
Birmingham Place, Suite 333
401 South Woodward Ave,
Blmmingham, Michigan 48011
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