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Just visiting

By Craig Plechura
atatf wrltor .

1t you have the misfortuno of :pend—

ington youw'll get a hamburger from
Gteene's to munch on but no mattress.
Commit an Infraction In Farmington -

inga nln,ht in jall in the clty of Farm-

Jail no place
you want to be

llolu The rules are causing offlcials ln‘
evaluate thelr short-term detention fa<'
cllities to guard ngainst possible law-
sults by prisoners, safd Seifert.

Tho - 67-page document primarily
pertatns to rules regarding lockups znd
Jails — deflned as facilitles where pris:
- onera are held longer than 25 hours —/

Hills that causes you to be
aid you'll flnd a thin mattress and a
Greenc's hnmburger walling for you it
you spend the )

Greene's |5 the burgcr for burglary
suspects and others arrested in to
Both municipallties have a contract
with the all-night

"not the - y halding centers
;:JTI“: in mrmlngum and Fnrmhlgwn

Persons arrested locally who are un-
able to post bond are transparted to
Oakland Counly Jail and brought back
to distrlct court for arralgnment or

“It's cruel and unusual punishment it
you don't give prisonera something to
cat,” joked Farminglon Hllls Pollce
Chief John Nichols. “Some would say
it’s cruel and unusunl punishment if we
do feed them.”

Nelther Nichols or Farmington
Farmlnglon Publle Safety Director G.
Robert Selfert are laughlng about a set
of proposed mm 1ssued (hls month by

y cxams,
'
THE MAJORITY ef persons arrest-
ed are back on the street within an
hour or two. They're released on all but
major crimes after posting cash bond
aor being released on personal bond by
signing a statement pledging to return
ta court or Jose bond moncy.
Selfert sald he can't say no one fs
ever hetd tonger than 12 hours in the’

the of Corree-

! Prisonors who npcﬂd .the
night in the city of Farmlnqlnn'l
iwo holding cells got a blankot
_but no mattress.

's holding center “but,
mullne]y, people are not held for any
pcrind cven approaching 12 hours.”

By (Department of Correctlons) def-
In!uon 'we are not operaling & lock-up,
which [s the loweat category of factlity
they're attempting to regulate,” sald
Selfert. “Because we don’t hold people .
here for trial. We bring people In and ,
hold them only leng chough to trans. .
port them to county jail.”

Under the new rules detention In a
holding eenter s limlted to “not more
than 24 hours.” Police offlctals in both
cities sald there have been rare in-
stances where prisoners have been held,
Ionger than 24 hours in the holdlng cen.!

. Both department heads sald they
could caslly comply with the new
dlrectlve limiting a prisoner's stay Ina
holding center to 24 hours,

Proposed rules restate the cxislln;‘
requirement that oll prisoners who|
spend a night in any cell be provided A|
fire-resistant mattress, Y

"AT THIS TIME we don't provide
them (matiresses)” sald Farml n
Lt. Frank Lauhotf, depuly director of
the department.

ers who must spend tho night
In one of Lwo cells are provided with
thick, scratchy, blanket and can lle ona
sride wooden benich, ° i

p”“Pe

R?(Qwe up{

‘lem oo,

Maier swings the door shut,

Prisoners in Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills are monitored by a vldco
camera mounted in front of the cells.
By law a check of the cell must be
made at least once an hour by an offl-
cer on duty to safeguard agalnst sul-
cldes and scrious lllness going unde-
tected.

Holding centers n both cltles appear
[reshly palnted, with a minimum of
‘grafflti on walla and cellings,

A prisoner In the Farmington cell re-
cently burned the tntiala “KGB" in the
cetling with a butane lighter, an item
that I supposed to bo probiblted,

In the Hllls Nlchd‘b sald the freshly
pnlnu.-d cells don't alays look so good. -

“The last tme we took commbn
council ‘(sle) through here the' place
looked like Tom Sawyer's cave,” NI-
chols sald.

The bench that serves as a bed for
prisoners In the HINS' facllity was re-
cently lowered to guard agalnst law-
suits flled by a prisoner who might fall.

Both departments already comply
with proposed eriterin mandating:

The scene outside the two holdlng colls in Farmington Hilla fooks no more inviting than
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RANDY DIORST/stal photographor

the view lrom behind the bars. Lt. George

Pioase tum to Paga 4

Hills. Ofticer Tom Cox pmpaml ‘a’
takes pluca in tront ot the two nhoet tor tingerprint impressions. ;
and in an room in

Ing and mug shot
cells in Far

A sordid suburba‘n;story
about bottles, beatmgs

20% to 50% off

in our Ski Shops will really give you a lift

’nns is g story of alcoholism and wife abuse, .

It parailels the scores of similar accounts docu-

mented on police logs across the country, The

names used are fictitious. The article is the re-

3&5 of an extensive infcrvicw with a battered
e

By Mary Lou Callaway
spoclal wrlter

Her physical hurts have healed. The emotlonal
scars, the grief and bitterncss will take longer,

Janice tells her story, she says, to warn other
women. Janlce s not her name. The anonymity 1s
to'protect her children and her standing in the com-
munity,

She and her former husband, George, are known
In the West Bloomlield arca. They appeared to be a
model family. Both with master's degrees, working
and ralsing two ¢hlldren.

Pride kept her lmm conlldlng her problems to
anyone.

George bragged about alfairs with other women,
she says.

The final beallng caused one of her children to
call the pollce. She charged hlm with assualt and

batlery. “He was out an bond before I was out of -

the hospital.”

ASKED WHY she suffered the abuses for 50
many ycnu she quictly answers, “because I really
loved him. B

“It's still mnn, world, even for a working
woman,” Janlee says,

Convinced her lawyers and George's lawyers
took advantage of her nnlvcly, she even found the
female judge unsympathetls

“Maybe you think I'm’ gnlh:s, but I wanted Lo
hold on to my marridge. Marringe counseling didn't
work out because he wouldn't go,” she explains. “I

But her story is an ugly recital of open
verbal and physical abuse, alcohollsm, threats on
her life ending In dlvorce and what she calls an

. unfair property scttlement.

Her marriage Jasted 24 years, untll she was lerri-

fied he was going to kill her,

“I married after graduating from college. I'd
known him slace I was 15. I put him through col-
Iege. Now he’s erdered to pay child support and he
won't pay it. I've pald about $6,000 in attorney fees
and I owe about $4,000 more at 12 percent interest.

“The enty way I can get it is to go back (o court. 1
can't atford to,” says Janice,

“IT°3 SORDID. Not only wére other women in-
volved,” she adds, "ha (hreatened to kill me. He had
bis hand on my throat and was choking me,
smashed my glasses,
head, I was hl:ck and blue all over, He has an ag-
gressive temper., Soma men are like that, T guess,

“I felt ashamed and g\lllty. He began drinking
more and more heavily.”

She and her ehlldren found hatf-cmpty liquor bot-
tles in the car and the bedroom, There were loaded
guns in the house |

Janlce had no r:perlenec wlith alcobolism and
didn't recognizs it.
“I was nalve, At first I thought {t was just socla)
drinking. Then ho began to bave selrures, He jost
. his driver's-lcense after an accident but got it

3

“I thought an alcoholic was somcone who went
on roaring deunks or was found lying in a gutter. I
didn't klmw how insidious it was,” she says, describ-
Ing George's lnu of we!ghl and memeory and hand
tremors,

pulled the halr out of my

and I finally went to Al-
Anon.” L .

Under the terms of the divorce settlement, Jan-
ice I to pay Georgd (or half of the appralsed value
of their house ln t Bloomfleld at 6 percent in-
terest untl] [t's paid'ol

When the judge ukcd Janiee at the settlement
hearing [f the property dlspositlon was “lair and
equitable” to her, Janice, according to the court
record, sald “No, I don't.”

“1 guess I can lre wlth anythlng except the 6
percent I have to pay,” sald Ja;

“That's about the lowest um hns ever come out
of this court,” said the judge.

JANICE, TELLING the court she has worked all
her married life, was interrupted by the judge, who
said, “Well, you might as well joln the ranks. We all
know ‘working womén get it in the neck, Anywny,
wo're all working wamen In the room right now.”

Janice's former attorney, a woman, added,
“We're all working."(

i
Behind on the ear and mortgage payments, her

Xpenses Are Tun! $1,000 a month beyond her

ncome, Janlce testifies. Sha sought no alimony and

é}d not charge Gcorqe with adultery In secking the
vorce.

Her advice to olhi’r women facing almilar mari.
Is “Don't be by

tal
Don't be afrald of the judge.”

Now g to pu} her llfe together for hersell
and ker children, Jatiico Is still jumpy at the unex-

30% olf all ski apparel
For mean, women and children.
Parkas, vest, bibs and sweaters.
-From the warmest down 1o the
R - A sleekest polyester-filed
i o L H Chiaten’s opparel only a Notthiond
i < : 5 Eastiand. Ponbac, Wesliond. Qakiana
Southiond and Totedo.

20% olf selecled accossorles
The selection includes mittens ond
gloves. goggles. ski totes,
underwear and more. All you need
to be ready for the white stuff.

50% oft all cross-country

ski equipment

For beginners to weekend wartiors,
you'll be ready to tackle winter
and master the art of cross-
country. Skis, poles, bindings and
boots at unbelievable prices.

Cross-country ot o1 stores except
Fosiano ot Grona Ropds

5000 units in the Ski Shops at
Hudson's while quantities fast.

pected ring of the dorrbell or a late night &
call.

—
51 ORDER BY PHONE: 24 hours a day. 7 days a week.
H In Metro Detroit, call 569-2454. Elsewherte, order toli-free 1-800-233-2000.
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