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The prosecutor, Franklin Macmillan {Dave Florek),
questions Claudia Falth Draper {Giulla Pagano) In

Courtroom

Theatra,

the courtroom of the psychiatric wing at Bellevue

Hospital in the drama “Nuts” at the Birmingham

Performnnccx a] the Birming-
ham Theatre production of “Nuts,”
drama by Tom Topor, con((mw
through Feb. 8. Ticket prices range
from $11-$18. For further informa-
tion call the box office at 6443533,

By Helen Zucker
spoctal writar

review

kind of theater of which wo don't get
enough. I want to congratulate Bir-
‘Theatre for putting this play

Anyone who misses Tom Topor’s
“Nuts” at the Blrmingham Theatre is
nuts, Topor's script, desplte a few loop-
holes, beats the play *Tally's Folly™
and the movie *The Verdlet” (bath cur-
renty in town) by miles. For sheer be-
ltevabllity, punch, wit; for the heart.
breaking, knotty, real Issues it ralscs,
“Nuts™ Is the best script around, Tt
should've won the Tony Award,

Cleanly direeted by Stephen Zucker-
man, this production hasn't got a
moment of waste or busywork In It.
The pacing Is 80 good, In fact, that the
only objection I have Is the two Inter-
mizsions. One would be sufffcient.

The two scenes that end Act I and IT
both end on such a climactle high that T
dldn’t really want 10 minutes to break
the mood. I'd have been happy to watch
this work climb to its Inevitable peak
without any break at all.

1t's a swilt, clear novella of a play
filled with wonderful, canny dlalegue.
it's old materlal; lhe “nlce, ordlnary
people”™ from Mt. Kisco, Westchester,
with a daughter In Bellevue, but Topcr
has wrung something new from a fami-
ly saga we are atl famlliar with and
don't speak about, and his ptay has a
sharp, naturallstic edge that I have
missed seelng for too long.

A CAST OF flne actors ficsh out the
surprising script, and the result is the

on the boards. I haven't seen anything

this good here since “Elephant Man,”
Richard Zobel as Aaron Levinsky,

the defense Mlnrney, is superb. And

(T.R-TCKORC

drama ‘Nuts’ has a lot of punch

detall with a mean, searing pI;asm. .

but the ageny at the beart of tho speech
somehow proves that this “nut” Is bard-
ly nuts in any conventional sense,

PAGANO HAS total credlbllity ax
the character who understands every-
one else,

Patricla Morison as Rose Kirk, the

rather theatrical mother biding beblnd .

her swburban vencer, hzs a
moment In the dock when she thrnvl
her unanswered letters on the floor.
Ht.;r confusion as Claudla’s mother 1s
quite

Willlam Caln as Artbur Kirk, u:e husl-
“Mr.

Ing gcmlemnn," I3 very effective.

It's rather amarlng that the lnwyer
gets the businessman to say the things
he says, but it’'s 50 well done, we don't
atop to queation It. (This is the Joophole
I mentioned earller, but when actors
like this get golng, I am willing to for.
glve atmost anythlng.)

Giulia Pagano, as brilllant Clavdla
Faith Draper, does her best to not walk
away with the play. Pagano ls an ae-
tress of immense strength, She has ter-
rifie Uming, a quick mind, a mobite
face and tremendous presence, ©

I'm not sure that her mesmerlzing

speech about how she makes her living
isn't a blt gratultous. She hites off each

Willlam R. Riker as the “Republican,

good .

but smart* Judge Murdoch has neat .

gestures that serve him well, He seems

a good listener and fs,

Gregory T. Daniel is endearing as of-
ﬂcer Harry Haggerty, the guard “with

nothing to gnln“‘ Dave Florek fs flne as
Franklin Macmillan, the prosecutor,
And Peter J. Saputo, as Dr, Herbert
Rosenthal, who speaks [n jargonese un.
Ul Claudin gets to him, ls bellevably
unlmaginative — that most traglc flaw
In a psychiatrist.

Danz Keeler, as the silent recorder,
gives us an effective epilogue at the
finale,

Costumes and set sult the action.
Bravo for this productlon.

See the -f'hursda y, Jan. 20, issue for an
interview with Patricia Morison, co-
starring in the Birmingham Theatre

production of “Nuts.
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