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How show biz adds to world of commermals

By Carol Anahid Azlzlan
slalf writer

O DOUBT, YOU'VE scen this
commercial: two Highland
Appllance truck drivers ~- an
Indlann Jones look-allke and

his partner — bravely avercomse a se-
ries of obstacles en route to making a
dellvery.

Neither dynamite explosions nor
gunflre nor attacks by a gorilla can
stop the servicemen from reaching
thelr destination.

The scenstlo, remlnlscent of the
hero's harrowing adventures In “Rald:

ers of the Lost Ark” Is created wlm
special effects simllar to those used
big-time movle productions.

“Wa took techniques common to fea-
ture {ilms and used them to create a
commercinl,* sald produccr . Robert
Dyke, owner of Maglc Lantern Produc-
tions, a Southfield lve-action and ani-
matlon company.

*The whole approach s like making
® movie.”

Dyke, who spent 14 years

feature film productlwn.

I hire crews, flnd locations, and de-
sign costumes. In short, I do everything
it takes to make a mink-movie.”  °

Dyke belleves a lot of commercials
are {ollowlng In the footsteps of popu-
lar movies which use a multitude of
speclal effects.

“STAR WARS’ fIrst created an

fliims for other firms before surtlng
his own company slx years ago, draws
from his background to make commer-
clals which kave all the makings of a

and of specla)
effects,” Dyke sald, *Commercials re-
flect (he taste of the times by getting
the message across in an culcn.nlnlng
fashlon.”

The commercial's creators, W.B.
Doner & Company in Southfield, had
that purpose [n mind when they hired
Magie Lantern Productions to stage it,
Dyke sald.

Dyke, in turn, bired Matt Leonetti,
the director of photography for the
movie “Poltergelst,” to shoot the com-
mercial,

He hired the Renalssance Plcture
Team (tha company that made the
movie “Evil Dead”) to create minlature

cls of the truck and a large band
puppet gorilln,

And, he was able to get a gun used in

Construction courses are taught at Wayne

Two dit building

courses wlll be offered by ‘Wayne State
Universlly 's College af Lifelong Learn-

ing. Scheduled to begin the week of
Feb. 1 and to run for 10 weeks, both
will be held at Blrmlngham Groves
High Schoo), 20500 W. 13 Mlle Road,

Learn energy

Energy audlts and thermography be
the tople of a presentation at Lawrence
Institute of

near ad.
Construction blueyrlm reading on
‘Tuesdays, 7-8:30 p.m. (Feb, 1 to April
§), will be taught by Erwin Slporin,
Harley Ellington, Plerce, Yee Assocl-
ates, It will cover reading and loter-
preting buflding plans, apecifications

conservation

from the Encrgy Administration.
A roving van wlll scan restdential
F ls and

In

Robert Veresan from Consumers
Power Co, will speak at noon on
Wednesday on energy auditing find-
tngs, such as common heatlng and eool-
ing problems, and tatk about fuiure en:
crgy audlting. He wlll discuss the Infra-
red photography process of thermogra-
phy, which he says holds a prominent
posltton in future energy conscrvatlon,
and a thermography project in Farm-
ington Hills, dubbed “Van Scan,” which
has been made possible through a grant

“thermograph” homes. The prints will
dlvulge heating and cooling losses, and
residents wlll then be advised as to pre-

_vention procedures,

The presentations wii! take place in
the School of Architecture auditorium,
room A-200, on LIT's campus, 21000
West Ten Mile Road (near Northwest-
ern).

For further informutlon contact
James Abernethy in the School of Ar-
chitecture at LIT, 358-0200,
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Beginners Class
DUNGEONS & DRAGONS
Call for reservations.
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OACHARD LAKE RD. a1 MAPLE » Phone B51-6770

If you can't impress them with your
footwork...Then Dazzle them with your

+« CUSTOMWEAVE
*« THORNDYKE MILLS
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Now through Jan. 31 -

Padding will be provided
*Free of Charge"
for any order of 50 yards or more.

QInlmttal House

1937
20292 MIDDLEBELT NOAD, LIVONIA {South of Eight Mile)

and more.

MARTER CAND AND VI3 ACCEFTED

and contract documents,

Estimating constructlon procedures
and cosis on Wednesdays, 6-9:30 p.m,
(Feb. 2 to Apri? 6), will bo taught by
Stuart A, Rodgers, Eberle Smith Archi-
tects. It will cover techniques for es-

timating quantities and costs of mate-
rinls accurately, how to use price quo-
tations, how ta prepare blds and how to
get the best price from contractors,

For reglstration or course informa-
ton, call 577-4710,

Country Squire Shop
Gentlemen's Fine Apparel

75 W. Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

V2 OFF

SALE

Special groups in all
departments

Final winter clearance

épm daily 'til 6 p.m.

the movle "The Godfather” for the
scene where the truck’s windshield ap-
pears to be nearly shaltered by (wax)
bullets,

The commercial was shot at a studlo
called Producers Color Service In
Southfleld. Two sequences — one show-
ing a woman ca)ling Highland and an-
other in front of her house — were shot
In Farmington Hills,

This commercial, along with two
others, are candldates for Caddy
Awards, to be glven in Aptil by the Cre-
ative Advertlsing Club of Detrolt,

Both were created by the

In volee reminiscent of Hitchcock's.

For the Hitchcock ad, Dyke recrilted
a trained crow from New York.

*There aren't any trained crows In
Mlchigan and the one I got from New
York wasn't very well trained, We
spent most of the time trylng to get Il

- down from the rafters.”

Among Maglc Lantern's other md
its are WRIF commercials with Blek
the Brulser, filmed at a bar in Highland
Park; a publlc serviee announcement
for Detroit Instltute of Aris’ current
show “The Golden Age of Naples;* and
(he opening for PBS Late Night.

“The Bruiser spots area good exam-
ple of our pl " Dyke safd. “We

Y
based W.B. Doner for Highland Appli-
ance. One shows spacemen dlscovering
appllances in 2 dark forest (“the things
the Thing left behind at all Highland
slores”) and another is a takeolf of an
Alfred Hitchcock mavie introduction
complete with a look-allke 2nd dubbed-

put s0 much detall {characters that
look like Mlck Jagger, the Blues Broth-
ers, Aretha Franklln and Frank Zappa)
In the frame that every time the audl-
cence sees {t, they find somethlng new.

“It's a way of encaurnxlng audlence
particlpation,”

January 20- 3053

A timeless collection of Antiques
and Collectibles.

Services offered Include caning,
furniture stripping, brass polishing
and 1able leg replacement.

Antique. Show
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“We know of two in particular:

The First Investment Services
from your First American Bank.

Both give you the best of the
money funds; Inumediate access to
your money, Competitive money
market rates, And no fees or penalties
for- em ly withdrawal.

But beyond that, you'll find differ-
ences that can make all the difference.

Our Investment Sovings Fund,
Therates are high, the minimum's not.
With a minimumdeposit of just $2,500
(the lowest the law allows), you can
eam money market rates. Andyoucan
getloyourmoney .m{)llme youneedto,

Best of all, it's FDIC-insured, up
t0 $100,000 per depasitor.

Ourlnvestment Checking Fund.Write
any number of checks for any amount.
Unlike'money market funds, you can
wnte an unlimited number of checks,

for ‘tr)Iy amount large or small.

hat’s what makes our new

$2,500 minimum Investment Check-
ing Fund so attractive to investors
looking for money market rates, FDIC
insurance and something more.

Which brings us to perhaps
the best reason for taking a serious
look at either of owr First Investment
Services,

It’s the simple convenience of
dealing with people you know, at a
Eluce where you do your regul ar

anking. It an intangible, but an
important one.

The First Investment Services
from your First American Bank.
Suddenl{ ,your money fund allerna-
tives look {wice as promising.

CALL FIRST.
1-800-222-1983
For information o onr First buvstment Services or

any other financial sex suirscashy First
Ansesican Bawk or calt us 1 Jember FDIC.

T} CITY NATIONAL BANK

Your First American Bank.




