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Why Dehoco Chief Opposes Jail Plan

By W.W. EDGAR

Seated at
any desk at

his large mahog:
the Detroit House

of Correction, Supt. William
(“Bill") Bannan, who boasts
more than 40 years of experi-
ence in penal institutions,

shrugged his shoulders and
admitted that frackly he was
puzzled.

He had just reviewed the

THESE THREE DEHOCO barracks are being eyed by Wayne County fo house its
overflow of county jail prisoners. (Observer photo)
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‘110’ Opens
At Mercy
Friday

The musical 110 in the
Shade."” is the spring produc-
tion of the drama department
of Our Lady of Mercy High
School. Performances are
scheduled at 8 p.m. April 2¢
and 25 and 2 p.m. April 26 in

the Mercy High Auditorium, 1t-

Mile and Middle Belt.
mington.

Far-

Mariam Piligiam has been
cast in the lead role as Lizzie.
while Steve Fitzpatrick will
appear  as  Starbuck.
Fitzpatrick appeared in last
year's production of “My Fair
Lady™ as Prof. Henry Higgins.

“110 in the Shade™ is the
musica! :daplauun of the play,
*The Rainmaker.™
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latest plans of the Wayne
County Board of Commission-
ers for relieving the over-
crowded conditiens in the
county jail by transferring as

many as 280 “prisoners” to .

Dehoco as soon as possible and
by leasing three barracks to

obtain the necessary facilities .

at an estimated cost of
$929,000.

“I've been around a long
time", he said, “and have seen
many things. But this is the
strangest that ever has hap-
pened, and frankly I'm puz
2led.”

AS HE SAT there, Bill
turned in his chair, looked out
the window at vast acreage in
the arca and protested, “Why
are they messing around out
here? We have a good pro-
gram ~ rated fourth best in the
country — and they (the com-
missioners) should leave well
enough alone.

“If they want to do any-
thing"",
should do what we did some

years ago at Jackson prison. -

We built two large barracks
and did it for less money than
they are censidering spending
out here. *

“The county owns most of
the land along Beck Road,
between Five and Six Mile
Roads, and it could build the
barracks over there-and leave
Dehoco alone.”

Bannan explained that the
barracks at Jackson were built
for about $400.000 some years
ago and that, even with the
increased costs of construc-
tion, they could be duplicated
on county property without
causing any upsetting of the
Dehoco program.

“The thing that puzzles me,”
the amiable Dehoco boss con-
tinued, *‘is that 1 have not
heard from Mayor Roman
Gribbs or the City Council
about any plans for accommo-
dating prisoners out here.

“THE COUNTY lads are
out here, sort of snooping
around. to see what we have.
But I don't hear from the City
of Detroit that owns the place.
and none of us are downtown
shopping around the County
Jail

“On top of that,”.he went
on. “‘l have never been asked
my opinion of the over-crowd-
ing problem or the plan to
lease our cottages

“After all, I've only been in

program with shuffle board
courts and card tables in the
basement.

“I am a firm believer”, he
said, ‘*that the best corrective
method is to keep them out of
their cells as much as possi-
ble.”

BUT GOOD AS the system
is, ‘Bannan vows that he is
opposed to a dual program
whereby the “"prisoners” from
the county jail vsould be mixed
with his “convicts.”

/ “This just wouldn't work",

f he pointed out, *‘because mere

he went on, “they -

the business for 40 years, and *

you don't get one of those
things,” pointing to the Edgar
R. Cass Award he received in
1957, *‘for sitting on your
hands.

“All the Commissioners are
doing,” he continued, “‘is put-
ting a bit of salve on a rash
and not getting at the virus.”

Bannan fondled the papers in
his hands as he related that the
county-commissioners were
told they were making a mis-
take when they built the addi-
tion on the County Jail down-
town seven or eight years ago.

“They have the prisoners
housed like animals.” he
pointed out. “They have no
type of recreation or means of
them getting any exercise or
breathing outdoor air. The
prisoners should be treated

like humans. After all, that's

what they are-even though
they have erred along the
way.”
e
HE POINTED TO the
program he .has installed at
Dehoco as a comparison.

“I am a great believer in
outdoor recreation for the
inmates.” he went on, "and
even though the city loses
money in the operation of our
Dehoco farm, the money is
well spent. It teaches the pris-
oners work habits--something
they didn't have when they
came here. And this lesson
alone is worth all the money
that is spent in erasing the
farm'’s deficit.”

With considerable pride be
also revealed that he has in-
statled an indoor recreation
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are two different elements.
The man or woman who is
convicted of wrong doing and
sentenced is a much different
‘person from one who is wait-

ing trial and pondering his
fate. These are the type that
cause the most trouble... and
therefore, it would be bad to
mix them.

“‘And another thing,"" he
asked, rather pointedly, ""how
are they going to feed the
transfers and what are they
going to do with the women?
You can't have a calerer with-
out spending a great deal, and
we can’t use our facilities.

“And the women?--they
couldn't be boused in any of
three barracks they're talking
about. We keep the women a
safe distance from the men at
Dehoco, and the codnty would
bave to do the same-fence or
o fence.!

WILLAM

BANNAN talks cbout his work at the De—
troit House of Correction. (Observer photo by Vince Witek}
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KILLS WEEDS AS IT FERTILIZES!
10,000 SQ. FT. BAG
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Al Sizes, 4 x 5" t0 10" x 15°
Fly yours the American way!

AND WEDNESDAY . . .

STARS and
STRIPES DAYS!

8 Winners Already!

Deposit your register receipt
in our prize barrel and get on
the winner's [ist. No purchase
necossary.

® Fittings

Docks, Seawalls,
Repairs. See Us!

PATIO STONES

16" x 16" Stoal Reinforced
with color throughout!
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AMAZING NEW

ROTARY RAKE BAR!
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Attaches fo your ‘rotary mower and
works like & power rake to remove
dead thatch, allow air and moisture
to penetrate. Top quality.

® 1" to 10" SHELVING
For Utility Shelves,
Garage Shelves, etc.
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& SHELF BRACKETS
All Sizes Now in Stock

4

fr.

® STYROFOAM DOOR DECOR

Styles to match your door

8 PLASTIC GUTTER GUARD
Keep out leaves
and other debris
Reg. $2.49

@ BAGGAGE CART BARGAJNS
Shutters to walt decor . ..

gutters and downspouts . . .

everything priced fo selil

You'll love shoppmg American style
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HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO.

31245 HGHT MILE ROAD at MERRIMAN in LIVONIA
Phone 476-4240 or 537-2645 o Lots of Feee Parking
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8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sun. 10 am. - 4 pm.

AN KN

NN NN XX NN K YR X

NN RYN KN

*
*
*
*
*
»
*
E
E
*
X
X




