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Today is Earth Day. a day set
aside for nation-wide observances
and programs having to do with
pollution of our world.

Across the nation, more than
2,000 colleges and universities,
10.000 public schools and 2.000
community groups are planning
observances.

Locally, interest is high.

The Plymouth schools, which
had a full scale teach-in at Plym-
outh High three weeks ago, plan
to Yake 100 sixth graders from
Farrand School to Miller Woods
to clean up the road side.

Southfield-Lathrup High
School plans an all day teach-in
next Monday, featuring programs
in 10 different subject areas and a
set of classy outside speakers,
including State Sen. Sander Levin
and U.S. Rep. John Dingell.

The Southfield schools even
have their own Nader. In this
case it's a teacher, Miss Jeanette
Nader, who will be discussing
harmful detergents in Room 3 at
Vandenberg School's ‘Environ-
mental Do-In"" today.

Other programs are planned in
virtually ,all the school systems
in this area.

CLEARLY, POLLUTION has
become a big issue.

A Louis Harris national poll,
published over the weekend. indi-
cated that 637 of the public be-
lieved that water pollution was
serious in their community. Most
concern was shown in the sub-
urbs, where 86 of residents felt
that their rivers. streams and
water resources were becoming
rapidly polluted.

When asked whether pollu-
tion was becoming worse or bet-
ter in the past few years, 53% said
“worse’ in 1970 versus 37% in
1967. The biggest rise was found
in the suburbs, where the feeling
the pollution is becoming worse
incfeased from 49 to 74% in the
sanje time period. '

The pollution issue has con-
siderable  political  clout.
President Nixon is doing every-
thing he can to take the issue
away from the Democrats. and in
Michigan the estimated 200,000
fishermen who are currently
banned from fishing in mercury
poliuted Lake St. Clair represent
a big voter bk.)c in lllemselves.

“THE BREADTH of national
concern and the large number of
local people involved in various
activities today clearly show that
pollution -is a concern no longer
purely the province of the do-
gooders:
It's everyboedy's concern, and
plain folks are beginning to get as
worked up as the college kids.

It is easy to see why. )

.We are soiling our world, and
the process has gone so far that
we can no longer fail to notice it.

Take a local example, this
time of air poltution, measured
by the [niversitv of Michigan in

OBSERVATION POINT

We're Soiling
Our World

terms of the number of tons of
dust which fall on a square mile
per month.

In a study compiled in 1968,
the researchers found that in
Plymouth, approximately nine
tons of dust fell on each square
mile of land per month; that’s 108
tons per year!

Garden City is somewhat
worse, with a dustfall of 15 tons
per month, and Livonia registers
17.

But if you think that's bad,
take a look at some other com-
munities.

River Rouge hits the scale at
40 tons of dustfall per month,
Ecorse has 58, and one of the
reporting stations in Dearborn

notched an area high of 155 tons
of dust per square mile per
month!
PRI
NO WONDER the housewife
complains about constant dusting.

She knows air pollution when -
she sees it.

So does the fisherman who
remembers when he could catch 4
game fish in the Rouge River in
Hines Park. Now he catches’
mostly slime. .

The child who cuts his foot on.
broken glass as he runs along the _
side of the road is a victim of pol-
lution, just as the birds who used
to sing but who are now sick from
eating insecticides.

R.T. Thompson writes

~ Discuss Year
Round Classes

Is year round use of the
schools feasible for districts of all
sizes, small and large? Would
such a program bring a savings
for the school system?

Supt. Raymond Spear of the
Northville School District is
firmly convinced that such a pro-
gram can be worked out for sys-
tems of all sizes and at considera-
ble savings.

At the moment, he is prepar-
ing to present the findings of a
study committee from his com-
munity to a year round school
workshop scheduled for Saturday
morning and afternoon in North-
ville High School.

It appears this could be one of
the most important workshops
ever presented in this area, one
that should attract school admin-
istrators, board members and
complaining taxpayers from all of
the communities covered by the
Observer Newspapers.
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THERE HAS BEEN consid-
erable talk--just talk--on the part
of school boards about a year
round program. None of the area
boards, with the exception of
Northville, has gone beyond the
talk stage.

Two years ago, Northville
started a community study of the
plan. A year ago it was one of six
communities to receive a grant
from the State Board of Educa-
tion to finance an extensive sur-
vey and report the findings.

That report, along with results
of the other five studies, will be
made at Saturday’s workshop.

The school systems involved
in the reports are: Okemos-Lan-
sing Haslett, Ann Arbor, Port
Huron, Northville, Utica and
Freeland.

Supt. Spear has received pre-
liminary information to the effect
that four of the reports support
vear round school. and two have
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reservations and probably will
have a dissenting note. -

Be that as it may. the work-
shop is one that persons inter-
ested in school financing. opera-
tions and use of buildings should
attend.
. e e

IF YOU ARE of the group that
believes the schools shouldn’t be
idle during the summer months
and that savings could be made
with year round use, then the
workshop will provide many of
the answers. .

Supt. Spear has figures to
show that Northville could saves
millions in building construction ~
over a period of use. He has sta--
tistics to show that year round
use would enable the system to
increase 30% without a need for
additional buildings.

His report will show how the {

adoption of such a program will

aid the curriculum, give students {

a balance of four equal guarters
of 60 days each and still not in-

crease costs appreciably. }L
We recommend that everyaneg

wishing to know more about year
round schools attend the work-
shop--you probably will learn

eyas, \

Ve

many things that will open youra

Tim Richard writes

PEOPLE MOVED out here

to the suburbs for various rea-
sons. Good schools. Racial ten-
sion. Space to grow. A home with
a yard.
* High on the list, however,
would have to come living in a
place with a sense of country, a
feeling of nature. a closeness to
the land difficult to find in the
center city.

For many years, we in the
suburbs have been spoiling our
world - ruining one of the reasons
we moved here in the first place.

It's time to do something to
stop pollution.

Earth Day is a good time to
start.

Apartments
Are Answer

By EARL OPPERTHAUSER
Farmiogton Twp. Trustee

Your dissent column contained under a
heading: “Reader Disagrees With Tax
Study,” a rather uninformed criticism
by Edward Benda of a statement I made
in support of such a study to the effect
that single family homes provide the
poorest tax base, as compared to in-
dustrial. commercial and apartment
developments.

¥r. Benda, although not questioning
the accuracy of my conclusion concern-
ing commercial and industrial develop-
ments, claimed that apartments were the
worse tax base because they produced a
lower assessed valuation per acre than
single family homes.

He is wrong, both on that premise, and
because he doesn't recognize that with
development comes the cost of setvicing
the development with governmental
services.

_In support of his contention, Mr. Benda
cited the $5,138,000 assessment for the
159-acre Independence Green Apartment
Complex. and claimed that the same area
fully developed with single family
homes, similar to the nearby Independ-

ence Commons development, in the ,
$50,000 class, would produce 7,500,000 of *

tax assessment.
Mr. Benda failed to mention that the

DISSENT

View points expressed in DISSENT
do not necessarily reflect those of
Qbserver Newspapers Inc., but are
presented in the belief that publica-
tion of all segments of thought on a
public issue is a prerequisite to
understanding and progress.

Independence Green development is far
from completed. When finished. it wilt
have a total tax assessment in excess of
$15,000.000. Thus, this highly desirabje
apartment complex will bring in twice as
much tax revenue as a high-class single
family residential development

OF MUCH GREATER significance is
the fact that approximately 75 of our
local property tax revenue is for schools
Thus the important thing for a good tax
base is to have property which adds val-
uation to the tax rolls greater than the
burden it creates. More specifically.
good tax base avoids adding school child-
ren to our school system.

The latest school board figures show
the following:

1 Green Apartments

EARTH DAY 1999, |

ATOMIC WARFARE 7 —NO T
\ WAS WORSE —IiT WAS _/27_/:_{.4/770/\/,

U-M Recruiters Vs. The Blacks

It's at the point now where if
Spiro Agnew says “the sky iS~
blue,” certain persons immedi-
ately respond, "The sky is orange
and you're a fascist. sir.” :

So let us pretend that Morton
Zilch said what Spiro Agnew said
about the University of Michi-
gan's racial quota goal, and go on
from there.

U-M will recruit to boost its
black enroliment to 10% of the to-
tal by 1972-73. and it sounds easy
at first blush because blacks.
make up 10 or 12% of the popula-
tion (no one is quite sure exactly
because a lot of blacks, especially
men, were missed in the 1960
census)
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UNFORTUNATELY, the base
that U-M will recruit from is ac-
tually less than 10% of the popula-
tion. The base is not the total

black population (10%-plus), nor is - _

it the black proportion of high
school graduates (6%), but the
black proportion of high school
graduates with the academic stuff
to go on to college (3%), says
Morton Zilch. -

Ironically, U-M’s current black
enroliment is a shade better than
3%. Thus, without recruiting a
single additional black student, U-
M is getting its proportionate
share of academically talented
black high school graduates -
right now. -

- To boost its black enrollment to
10%, then, U-M will have to re-
cruit triple its true share of
blacks. It can be done, and there
are two ways to do it.

One is to dilule academic
standards in order to admit mar-
ginal students. Morton Zilch as-
sumes U-M will do this, but he's
probably wrong. That university
will sponsor a Ku Klux Klan chap-

it dilutes academic

ter before
@am,
The other method is simply to

"recruit more than its share of
‘blacks by luring away other
schools’ shares. That means rob-
bing the potentials of Wayne
State University, Wayne County
Community College (especially),
Michigan State, Eastern, West-
ern, Central and Northern Michi-
gan, Ferris, Oakland and so on.
N

IN AGREEING that the U-M
should have more than triple its
share of black students, the Black
Action Movement, President
Robben Fleming and the august
Board of Regents have united to
make a very arrogant assump-
tion-namely, that the university
is some sort of Valhalla where all
* who are lured will be happy.

Some people love Ann Arbor.
I'm one. I spent 5% years in that
heady atmosphere and was su-
premely happy. No school in

i

Michigan is remotely like it
You'll meet more characters in
four years at Ann Arbor than you
will in 40 years in “'straight” so-
clety.

Other students were supremely
unhappy. There are a tremendous
number of emotional crack-ups on
that campus, and a reliable figure
1 once heard was that one student
in four visits the ‘‘shrink” at
some point in his academic car-
eer. The campus is particularly
brutal for women, By the first of
March, an incredibly high propor-
tion are pasty-faced, sunken-
eyed, stringy-haired, rumpled
and just plain beat.

It's a campus with a high pro-

" portion of East Coast and foreign

students and prilliant Jewish kids.
It's in a densely populated,
crowded, expensive town.

It's not enough to be a high
school graduate with good grades.
To have a successful career at U-
M, you've got to be temperamen-
tally suited for the place.

1 have a fear that BAM, Presi-
dent Fleming and the regents will
do a grave disservice with the
kind of intensive black recruit-
ment campaign U-M must con-
duct to hit the magic 10% quota.
And if that puts me on the side of
Morton Zilch and Spiro Agnew -
so be it. -

contribute only seven pupils to our school
system - (there are onty 83 pupils in the
district from 1,743 apartments).

2. A 300 single family home develop-
ment tsuch as preferred by Mr. Benda:
would add 575 schoo! children to vur
school tax burden. Based on school
board statistics for similar $50.000 home
developments. such as Kimberly where
621 pupils come from 326 homes. !

3. The cost per pupil is now $827.99 per
vear of which 57% or $471.96 comes from
local property tases for schools.

Thus, one can easily see that while the
Independence Green Apartments contrib-
ute an enormous tat revenue to the
community (§150.048.07 last vear). they
sent only seven pupils to the schools and
created a local school tax burden of only
$3.303.72. This is a good tax base.

When Independence Green 1s fully
developed, it will have an assessed val-
uation of over $15.000.000 which at to-
day’s school tax rate of $37.23 per §1.000
will produce a school tax revenue base of
about §558.450.

THIS WOULD COMPARE to the 300
single family home development in the
§50.000 class for an assessed valuation bf
$7.500.000 which would produce at the
same tax rate a total school tax revende
of §279.225. -

Thus. the apartment developpest
would produce $279.225 more schoof\tdx
revenue (twite ds much as the sinl
family homes) .

In addition to producing more revenue.
the apartments when completed) will
contribute about 15 school pupils as cord-
pared to the expected 575 pupils that
would come from the single family subdi-
vision preferred by Mr. Benda. This
would produce a school tax burden of
only §7.079 as compared te a burden of
$§271.377 for the single family homes

Thus the apartments have a net school
tax advantage of almost §350.000 over tHe
single family subdivision. Obviously
apartments. such as these. are 3 much
better tax base.

Let me make this point perfectly
clear Neither 1, nor does any member 6f
the Township Board favor an excessive
amount of indy *rial. commercial or mul-
uple home development in Farmington
Township.  ° .

1 believe. however. that each of us |s
reahsué and intelligent enough to know
that  proper balance of such develop-
ments, +properly controlled and located
to protect the property values of our res-
wdents ) ot only give us a good tax base
and keep our taxes down. they increase
the value of our single family homes by
keeping them in a low-tax community

UNJUSTIFIED ATTACKS such as Mr. ,
Benda’s are a disservice to the commun-
ity His letter did. however, \although
unintended and indirect} serve one puf-
pose I)};:mung out that fine single fam-
ily ome developments such as Independ-
ence Confmons are not deterred from
Jocating near well-planned apartment
complexes like Independence Green

The efforts that the City of Farming-
ton is making again to try and anndx
away the township's industrial park and
this apartment complex is dramatic evig-
ence that confirms that informed people
know the value of these developments 3s
tax base. ,

It is indeed an ironic situation. When
the township's Republican administrh-
ton. under Curt Hall. proposed the ih-
dustrial park development several veats
ago. the opposition. in thetr usugl
unobjeclive, unimaginative and vindic-
tive way claimed that it would be the
ruin of our community. They inferred
many vicious things and subjected our
officials to a barrage of accusations ar
invectives. '

To their credit. our officials stood
firm. This was before my first term as a
township trustee, but I have been proud
1o have been a part of that administra-
tion. even though I too have since experi-
enced the smears too often associated
with politics.

We on the township board already
Lnow which types of properties are good
tax bases. and which are not. The pur-
pose of the tax base study being made by
our planning consultants is to project our
anticipated revenues and expenses.into
the future in order ta determine if there
will be a proper balance of these differ-
ent properties to give us a tax base
which will insure that our township wil!
continue to become an even better place
to live.



