Gradually, county boards take on
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It was politles &s usunl when the
Oakland County Board of Commisston-
ers met for the flrat time {n 1983,

{The order of the day was to approve
appolotments to various boards and
commizsions — a routine matter.

i But Democrats' tempers flared when
(he Republican-controlted board falled
to reappolnt Commissioner James A.
Doyon, D-Madison Heights, to the Per-
sonnel Appeals panel, Doyon s former
chalrman of the five-member panel,
which represents the (lnal step In the
county cmployses’ grievance proce-

ure,
“We're startlng off on the wrong

——

analysis

foot,” Doyon told the board, calling it
“an untenable abuse of power.”

‘TO THE DISMAY of Doyon and his
Democratic colleagues, the board ap-
pointed Commissloners Anne M.
Hobart, R-Waterford Townshlp, and
Nancy McConnell, R-Bloomfleld Hills,
1o the panel.

Doyon charged the board was play-
ing polltics with an appointment which
previously hadn't been subject to polltl-
cal pressures. "For aver a decade,
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wa've hrd bipartisan representation on
this board,” he sald.
Calling it an “attempt to

served as delegates to SEMCOG,”
N Currently, Republicans serve on the
4 b C

protectlons of employees,* Doyon sald
the actlon destroys safeguards bullt
Into Lhe system, He added that nclther
Hobart nor McConnell has knowledge
of the merit system, a set of rules
which govern county employment.

REPUBLICANS SAID they chosa
“the most competent people for the
ta”

posta.’

When Doyon asked his Republican
colleagues 1! they were hintlng he
wazn't competent for tho Job, Commis-
sloner John E. Olsen, R-Huntington

'00ds, countered, *I'm disappolnted he
thinka be's the only one who i quallfied
to serve on the panel,”

Qtsen later admltted, however, that
some Republicans felt Doyon wasn't an
Impartial decision-maker,

“I think the feeling was that his own
view of equity was much more liberal
than you would (Ind among the general

pulace, Some Republicans felt we
ought to get two people who would
bring 2 more balanced, impartlal view-
polnt to the panel.” |

MOST DEMOCRATIC commission-

era bellevo this [s just one more exam-

plo of Republicans trying to gain abso-
lute control.

“They've virtually wiped out all
Democrata from aserving on boards and
commlssions,” said Commisioner Law-
rence R. Pernick, D-Southfield.

“They're llkc sharks. Once they've
tasted the blood, they can't stop.”

Pernlck belleves Republicans are
Just flexing thelr muscles.

“They want to show people there Isa
Republican stronghold left in the
state,” he said. "My own fecling is that
they ook upon Oakland County as the
Inst bastlon of Republicanism.”

‘That view could be detrimental to
Ounklaznd County taxpayers, Pernick
contended,

“It Democrats have demonstrated
leadership abllity, it's not utilized. If
we have good relationships with (Dem-
ocratic) legislators, we won't be In a
position to use that influence.”

FOR EXAMPLE, Pernlck said,
Commissioner Betty Fortino, D-Pontl-
ac, played a major rele In approaching
Democratic legislators to help get a
$1.2-milllon grant for Glen Oaks Coun.
ty Park in Farmington Hills. Don Denl,
a Waterford Township Democrat, and
member of the Parks Cemmission last
year, also had contacts in Laasing.

But nclther won a seat on the parks
board. The Republican majority reap-
polnted Parks Chalrman Lewis Wint
and appointed Commissioner Richard
R. Wllcox, R-Ortonville, to succeed
Denl, whose term explred Jan. 1.

Pernick contends the appelntments
represent a significant depature from

d and
as delegates and alternates to
SEMCOG.

Pemick belleves County Executiva
Daniel T, Murphy played an important
rolo in swaying Republlcan co:
=loners. .

“He doesn't make those decislons
(board and comeission appolntments)
directly, But he's made it ¢lear that
Republicans would like to have abso-
lute control over all county opera-
tions.”
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