Teachers and pu'pils -fo.depart |
from the halls of Middlebelt

By M.B. Dilon Ward
atatf writer

. The coming school year is golng to
be a tough one for some Farmlington-
area residents, Including Barbara
Loughlin.

So regularly in the past 20 years has
she made the trip to Middlebelt Ele-
mentary School that her car “knows
the way there” In September, Lough-

lin, who teaches the children of some
former students, no longer will be able
to depend on her automatic pllot sys-
tem. Middlebelt, with an 1ssured school
board vote Feb. 8, will be scheduled to
close for good this apring.

‘The board appolated a task force Jast
year to determine which of the dis.

trict's elementary schools should close
in light of its declining enrollment. The
results of [ts five-month study were an-

nounced at the last school board meet-

8- .

-School district employces are grow.
ing accustomed to school closings.
Since 1975, when there were 19 cle-
mentary schoals in operatlon, seven
bave ahut thelir doors permanently.

“On one hand, change is very
healthy. But it ls, morale-wise, some-
thing we have to work out with the
staff, 1t's a lot of work to close a
school,” sald Wailace Prince, principal
of Middlebelt, who first jolned the dls-
trict aa a teacher 25 ycars ago.

“We're accepting of it, but not over-

oyed

The 18-room school, bullt in 1949 and
the disirict's oldest structure, has seen
a drop from 700 students and 22 teach-
ers In 1969 to Its present total of 220
atudents and eight teachers,

Four of its rooms are vacant and

unused.

Students now attending the school,
located on Mlddlebelt north Nine Mile
Road, will be reassigned to other near-
by grade schools. .

Those living south of 10 Mlle be-
tween Middlebelt and Inkster Roads
will attend Larkshire Elementary. Stu-
dents who live north of 10
tween Middlebelt and Inkster will be

Mite be- -

atlends second grade at Middlebelt, is
“very upset” the school Is closing.

“It's & super schoo) bullding and the
staff has bent over backwards for vs,”
she said,

Moving on will be dllllcullvlor read.
Ing speciallst Martlyn Bault as well,

“It's bard. You reallze with the times
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the way they arc that this Is going (o . 2

happen. But it's difflcult knowing wo're
not going to be working together any
more, And It takes a while to get to
know parents and develop a rapport
with them.

“I'lt be assigned to a school — 1 wish
1had a little more choice.”

Prince, who worked at Ten Mile
School before It closed In the 1870s,
sald student enrollment has reached a
plateau and that further closings are
unllkely In the nesr future. At present,
enroltment appears to be levellng, The
district Is likely to experience modest
increases In the next flve years, ace
cording to task force members.

PARENTS OF MIDDLEBELT stu-
dents have been dealt with “openly and
honestly and have an understanding of
how tho task foree arrived at its decl-
slon. They've been very supportive,”

Assistant

asslgned to Y.
The 15 pereent of students now able to
walk to Middlcbelt will have to travel
by bus to school.

For teachers and staff members,
things aren’t nearly as certain.

Fi
Lawrence G. Freedman, the task force
chajrman, sald.

The task force, which included
Finance Administrailve Assistant Seoit
Bacon, Principal Al Lanigan, Director
of A Services Jack Law-

Though their
jobs in the distriet, placement will de-
pend on senlority. And it's likely to take
untll Auvgust for the princlpal and
teaching speciallsis to be reassigned.

PRINCE ANTICIPATES hls stu-
dents wlll notlce llitle change with
Middlebelt's demlse.

“We're making a strong effort to ac-
qualnt them with thelr new schools,
‘There's 50 many similarities — they'il
stil] take phya ed, visit the hedla room
and go to school with alt thelr nelgh-
bors — s0 that {the closing) won't real-

] . rlunvncnsrm
Second grader Jana Krupott will attend Beechviow Elementary

after Middlebelt closes next year. Her principal, Wallace Prince
“Isn't overfoyed” about the decielon. “It's a groat school, We think

it's spociil, we work here,” ho said.

LORETTA CONWAY, senlor adult super-
visor for the Farmington Hilts Parks and Recre-
atlon Conmilssion recently recelved the Jaycees
{irst dlstirguished service award, Conway reccived
a plaque tonoring her for the “outatandlng job she
has done i working toward the betterment of the
communlty.” Laretta has gone far beyond what is
required of her job and her work and contrlbutlon
ta senfor dtizens and the Jaycces to pursue their
goals, sald v spokesman for the organization.

WHEN MICHIGAN Parks and Recreatlon
Department hands out awards this week, it will
hand one of them o Farmington Arca Jaycees.
‘Tom Brownj president of the serviee elub will ac-
cept the award during a luncheon Friday in the
Ren-Cen for the Jayeces' service to seniors. Farm-
ington Parts and Recreation Department nomi-
nated the ckapter for the award because of contln-
ued services and gifts it has given lo those who
frequent the Farmington Hills Senlor Center and
those who beleng to the Men's Club In Oak HIIl
Nursing Home.

DONALD TREGLOWN of Farmington
Hllls, a 1979 graduate of North Farmingten High
School, will ¢ among those whose names are pub-
lished in the 1983 cdition of Who's Who Among Stu-
dents In Amaican Unlversitics and Colleges, He is
the son of M:. and Mrs. David Treglown of Farm-
ington Hills.

CONGRATULATIONS to Harold (Bud)
Londy, of Farmingtonwho received the Unlted
Home Lite Insurance Company “Agent of the
Year” awad at a dinner held at the Chambertln of
Dearbarn. He Is associated with M & O Marketing,
Inc. of Desrborn.

“OTAER THINGS and Company,” a
troupe ofdancers, slngers and muslclans who trav-
el the state to perform for school children will visit
the studmts in Forest Elementary School Feb. 2
and thos In Woodereek Elementary School, Feb.
24, Tho troupe Is a resident company of Oakland
Universty and doesn't noed any publicity; there are
no bookngs Jeft for the season. Arca youth wlll see
the trotpe's performance of “Poemsicles,” based
on ShelSlverstein's book, “Light in the Attie.”

LUNCHING is always clegant in Ridgewood
. Cafe whire a variety of hot and cold entrees are
served by the students in Oakland Communlty Col-
lege's edlnary arts program. But now comes
blggest trgain In the arca for your gourmet dollar
with a ply one price for an all-you-can-cat winter
buffet. Linch hours remain the same, from 11 am.
to 1 p.m Mondays through Thursdays on the second
Ievel of { Bullding on Orchard Ridge Campus, Buf-
fet days/for tho winter are scheduled for Feb. 8,
Feb. 23, March 17 and April 5. We suggest you ar-
rive ear|
spot.
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PAUL HAMWAY, counselor for Farming-
ten High School, wants to alert readers to “Natlon-
al School Guidance and Counseling Week.” The
week of observance runs from Feb. 7-11,

DR. PATRICIA La FAVE rccently as-
sumed the post of cllnlcal psychologist with the
Farminglon Area Advisory Council, a non-profit
counseling center that offers help to adolescents,
adults and famllles who are alcohol or drug-de-
pendent, financlally troubled or in need of help in
other areas. LaFave, who Is serving two days a
week at the counell, is a former Farmington area
resldent. She replaces Jlm Patton, former client
services direetor, A resldent of Chelsca, LaFave
holds a doctorate and master’s degrec In cllnical
psychology from the Unlversity of Detrelt and Qak-
land Unlversity respectlvely, In her private prac-
tlee in Jackson, she adminlsters psychotherapy to
chlldren and conducts marriage and family thera-
py. At FAAC her dutles include cilnleal supervision
to the ataff, in-service training, administrative ser-
viees, and some psychotherapy.

KUDOS and other good things to Ann Maric
Dowd, supervisor of Mount Carmel’s histology lab,
who wlll be among the eleet In the 1983 edition of
“'Who's Who of American Women.” The volume by
Varquis Press is schedoled for Mareh 1983 publlca-
tion. Dowd contributed a chapter to the bock,
“Mummies, Dlsease and Anclent Cultures,” also
written by MCMH's Dr. Theordore A. Reyman,
head of pathology and radlolegist Dr. Karl Kristln.
Her chapter the ol p
mumimy tlssue for hlstological examlinatlon.

ARC offers
speakers

The Assoclation for Retarded Citlzens/Detrolt
* has apeakers and slide presentations avallable for
classes, clubs, church groups or organtzations on a
variety of topics related to mental retardation.
F bl - s Child,” “A
Parent’s Perspective,” “Living in a Group Home,”
“The Mental Retardation Story,” “Think of Me Flrat
a3 a Person”, “Mental Retardation: What It is; what
it tsn't,” and “Take Care of Yourself: Guidellnes to
Preventing Mental Retardation.”

Presentations can be adapted to any age range.
Presentallons can also be tailored to the special
needs of your group.

In addition to speakers on toples related to men-
tal retardation, ARC/Detrolt offers an extensive Ii-
brary of informatlon about mental retardation. The
library is located in the ARC/Detroit at $1 W, Han.
. cock, It'a open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m.

to 4:30 p.m. .
For further information, call ARC at 831-0202.

“Our major concern ks the children.
Everything we do Is designed Lo make
the change as casy as possible for
them.”

fhg. parent Betty Nlcolay, teacher
Mary Jo Tinham, PTA Counell Preal-
dent Roxanne Fitzpatrick and Freed-
man, also found that the clostng of
Middicbelt wilk:

® produce savings
$306,179;

@ affect the sccond-smallest num-
ber of students ble

® take into account friendship pat-
terns, future distrlet needs and growth
patterns;

® |cave 11 vacant classrooms scat-
tered throughout slx of the remalnlng
11 buildings;

@ incur no added transportation
costs, and

@ relicve the district of a $150-
200,000 expenditure for a new roof for
the school as well as other high mainte-
nance and utllity costs.

of about

. RANDY BORST/stal photographer
Lenore Kingston, who tud. and p for three
Farminglon District schools, Is fooling blue about the proposed
school closing. 1t's not yet known what will become of the 33.year-
old building, .
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&lg QRDER BY PHONE: 24 hours @ day. 7 days a week. .
In Metro Detroit, call 569-2454. Elsewhero, order toll-free 1-800-233.2000.
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