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Right group seeks police records

on surveillance of Nazi organizations

During the 1950s, '60s and 70, the
Michigan State Police trailed politi-
cat activists and maintained sceret
files on them, The files — which
came to be known as the “Red
Squad” files — were compiled un-
der three state laws relating to
“subversion” pusscd by the Aichi-
gan Legislature in 1950,

Those lows were declared uncon-
stitutional by state Circuit Court
rulings in 1976 and 1677 and have
been repeated by the Legisiature, By
court order, all persons spied on by
the now-dc!uncl Red Squad are en-
titled to reccive a copy of their own
file, if any exists.

A 1974 lawsuit by consumer, civit
riphts and activist groups against
police political surveillance led to
the release of an estimated 60,000
Siles kept by Detroit police since the
930s.

By Jacklo Kleln
statt writer

The Amerlean Civil Libertles Union
an

to turn over information on supervi-
slon, survetllance, \note-taking,  photo-
graphlng or other activities by Lt. John
Hood and Chlef Edward Ritenour,

“We're attempting to draw distine.
tions between survelllance and investi-
gatlon of suspected criminals and non-
crimina) actlvists,” sald ACLU execu-
tve dlrector Howard Slmon in a tele-
phone Interview this week. “People
have censtitutlonal rights ta engage in
polltical activitles.

“The ‘Red Squad Files’ on political
activists contatned 20 years of scandal
and have since been declared unconsti-
tutfonal. Families are free to attend
rallies [n support of Isrzcl without fear
(hat their par(lclpallon wlll place them
in a pollee file.”

The ACLU has given Soulhlleld a10-
day extenslon — from the origlnal dat
of Jan. 27 to Feb. 17 — (n which to
respond to the request for informatlon,

“There are speclfic exemptlons In
the Freedom of Information Act and
we need time to determine which docu-
ments in the voluminous potlee records
are exempt and which must be made

Into pos-
slble L

under the statute,” said

rights of nmanls and other polltical
activists,

The Qakland County branch of the
ACLU, uslng the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, has requested survelllance
documents Invelving “cltizens in Nazi-
like wnlforms™ and o(hcr groups from

lice n Ann

Clty Attorney Willtam
Beach.

“To the best of my knowledge, South-
field police keep an Incldent flle such
as one on the Isracll lndcpendcnce Day
parade, not personal files.”

Among public records exempt from
disclosure under the act are some po-
llce trade

Arbor and Oak Park

The requested information in South-
field focuses on a May 1981 demonstra-
tion by members of the §.5. Action
Group af the Nailonal Soclalist Party
(the Michlgan branch of the Nazl or-
ganlzailon) in connection with an Israc-
1 Independence Day celebratlon.

The ACLU has asked for documents
on advance pollce security planning
and serveillance of nco-Nazis, Jewish
groups and alleged pro-communist and
sociallst groups at the celebration.

THE SOUTHFIELD Police Depart-
ment also has been asked by the ACLU

scerets and personal Informatlon about
an Individual which would constltute
Invasion of privacy.

“The Southfield Pollce Department
has never kept so-called 'Red squad’
files,” said Ritenour. *Qur police offi-
cers must gather knowledge about po-
:'Ilh:.'ll activist groups in case of an incl-

ent.

“WE WOULDN'T be doing our job H
we dldn't provide security for events In
which there’s the possiblity of an out-
break of violence. Lt. John Hood has a
good rapport with many. members of
these groups and that has bencfitted
Southficld citizens.”

New Year’s dance
set at Wing Hong

Wing Hong Restaurent, 14 Mlle and
Orchard Lake Road In Farmington
Hills, will sponsor a Chlnese New
Year'’s Dance at 8:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
13

HAGGERTY'S
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and carpentry
projects.

=
=
==
=
=
=
=
=
=
=]
=]
=

'ALLED LA agg
< (312) 3586. 24
Mon. i, 88

WOOD WORKING

You name it, we'll do it! Saw,
cut, drill, glue, nall, screw, sta-
ple, shape, sand, plane any
wood or wood related item.

Let us help you with your wood

It Is the Year of the Pig and the
White Crane Kung Fu Club will per-
form the Lions Dance. Open to the pub-
lle.
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Blrmingham Attorney James Laffer-
ty, chalrman of the executive board of
the ACLU Oakland County branch, sald
it came to his aitention that Hood may
have been conductlng pollee activitles
in Oak Park last August.

On that occaslon, a Nazi group dem-
onstrated In opposition to a rally in
supporl of Israe) nltcr the invaslon of
Lebanon, Hood, according to a South.
fleld pollce ol!fcit\l attended the rally
on his own Ume as an observer.

“Hood seems to be involved in the
surveillance piciure and we want to
know what he's doing and where,” Laf-
ferty said. “Qak Park police took ple-
tures of Nazls and other citizens. A
Nazl is a political activist, not a eriml-
nal, unless he robs a bank or commits
an act of vlolence.”

Hood agaln came (o the attention ot
the ACLU when he testified In an Oak-
land County Circuit Court lawsuit in-
volving the right of militant Jewlsh De-
fense League leader Rabbl Meir
Kahane to make a speech ln Southlleld,
Laiferty said.

Hood testifled at the hearlng last De-
cember that Mark Heydrleh, a member
of the S.5. Action Group, told him about
a dozen Nazis would protest if Kahane

HOOD SAID he was concerned about
a possible confrontatlon between the
Jewish Defense League and Nazi
groups which demonsirated in South-
fleld last May during the Isracli Inde-
pendence Day Parade.

Kahane was later granted the right

to speak in the clly by an order from.

the U.S. District Court. The rabbi has
flled 2 $2 million lawsult against the
city for violatlon of constitutional
rights and breach of contract in cancel-
Ing rental of a room in the SouthHeld
Parks and Recreation Bulldlng for a
Nov. 23 speech.

The ACLU also is seeking Iiforma.
tion from Birmlngham on police sur-
velllance at a Shain Park demonstra-
tion Iast summer which may have In-
volyed neo-Nazls and other pelitical

groups.

Lafferly said in 1981 he himsell was
stlll a subjfect of an actlve Birmingham
Police Department Intelligence file —
almost Identical (o the now llegal
State Police “Red Squad® (lles. The Blr-
mingham files have been refumned to
Indlvlduals.

“State pollee have called tocal pollee
to cooperate in survelllance,” Lafferty
sald, “When files are kept, that’s a defl-
nite violatlon of first amendment
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Coaloniat wing-back sola-
sleeper has pleated skirt,

$499

" SPECIAL SALE PRICES ON
ALL SLEEPERS IN STOCK

Schrader’s
§ 111 N: Center St. Home Furnishings 0., Tues., Sat. -6
53 N:,%rgt.li‘égglse “Famly cmed aud operated sice 1807 Thﬁrs.&ﬂ‘rl 6.9 !

C]osc d Wed.




