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mented, *I can'’t say I have mere girls
participating than In the past, but I do
have better glrls because the best con-
tnue on in the sport. It's probably THE
lop girls' sport In this arca, after bas-
ketball,”

“I think you're getting better and
better players every year, because
more of the betier athletes are playing
volleyball,” Blogg said. ~They sce It as
an exciting sport, and 1 sec it as a chal-
lenging game. Five or slx yecars ago,
you had a few Individual players who
were good because they were natural
athletes. Now you can traln an athlcte
to be a good volleyball player,”

Bob Hurdle, who coaches at Bloom:

field Hills Andover and recently {in-
Eshed his first season at Oakland Unl-
versity, said the growth ol the high
schoot leved has made his job casler at
QU. Instead of teaching some of the
fundamentals and technlques at the
collegtate level the players are already
sound in those areas.

“It's hard to cven imaginc how the
sport has grown,” Hurdle sald. “My
first team at Andover went 17-4, and
they might not be able to beat some of
the fair teams today. It's grown by
teaps and bounds.

“TIIE SPORT itsclt Is a sport that
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Volleyball’s moving up

has a Jot of appeal. The glrls can retaln
thelr femlninity, it's exciting, it's not
speciallzed — a §-foo}-2 gir) can play
as important a role as a 6-footer.

“f think what should be noted is that
the girls have to put in hovr and hours
of preparatlon in each area of sklll —
passing, setttng, serving, spiking and
diving. You can’t have a player who's
just a hitter,” Hurdle added, “If you do,
she's golng Lo hurt you.”

Although all coaches are pleased
with the growth of the sport, it still
isn't recognlzed as much as they would
like. However, with the Olympic
Games Just around the corner, Hurdle
sees the proverblal light at the end of
the tunnel.

“I think what you'l rc gelng to see hap-
pen after the Olympics Is a growth in
popularity En the sport and a lot more
{media) coverage. We {the United
States) had a good shot at the gold
medal three years ago, but that was
taken away from them (as a result of
the Olympic boycolt by the Unlted
States),” Hurdle sald.

Personally, I think the sport needs a
Hgurchead of an Idol. Someone like
Olga Korbut was for gymnastics and
Mark Spitz was for swimming in 1972,
or like Sugar Ray Leonard was for box-
ing in 1976. Then maybe, Just maybe,
the sport will get the recognltion It s0
richly deserves.
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