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Spreen’s view

Jail crowding law ‘schizophrenic’

By Carol Azizian
staff writer

A new state law designed to reduce
overcrowdling In county jails has drawn
both criticism and pralse from sheriffs
in Oakland and Wayne counties.

Oakland County Sheriff Johannes F,
Spreen dislikes It, saylng it glves a
*schizophrenle message.” Wayne Sher-
iff Loren Pittman praises it.

Sherlffs must comply with the new
law by declaring a state of emergency
when the inmate population exceeds
mazimum capacity for seven consecu-
tve days. They also must take steps to
reduce and release

slmllar to those outlined In the bili for
several years,

Plitman, a former Rlver Rouge po-
lice chlef, admltted “the concept of
early releases, lower bonds and other
formulas designed o ease overcrowd.
ing Is usually contrary to genera) po-
llce phllosophy.”

But he sald, *My dutics with the
Wayne County Sherlff's Depariment
hnlvenshown me the other slde of the
coln.

SPREEN, WHO already has de-
clared a state of emergency, will start
:na:lng plans to retease nearly 70 Oak-
lan

when jails are overerowded.

“On the one hand,” sald Spreen, “we
work to arrest offenders and take them
off the streets, Then, under the blll, we
must particlpate In a process to release
them before thelr seniences arc com-
pleted.”

BUT WAYNE Sherlff Pittman sald
Wayne County has followed procedures

Under the law, the maximum num-
ber of prisoners allowed in the Oakland
Jall Is 385, During the first week of this
month, there kave been as many as 494
Inmates in the jall at Pontiac,

“We're golng to end up releasing all
the good prisoners (those In work re-
lease programs and lrusty camps) and
keep all the bad,” sald Spreen,

He sald the problem could become
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chronlc in Oakland County.

“It Is entirely possible that we will be
Ia almost a contlnuous state of emer-
geacy If our Inmate population follows
past trends,

“We're herding people fn there like
cattle,” he sald. “If we had more space,
we could treat the prisoners better,”

SPREEN HAS been battling for al-
most two years with the County Board
of Commlssloners for cither a larger
ail facility or alternatlve houslng for
low-risk prisoners In empty bulldings
such as closed schoots.

Current solullons to the overcrowd-
ing problem are costly and Incffective,
Spreen said.

The county now shlps as many as 60
inmates to alls In Washtenaw and Alle-
gan couniles at a cost of nearly $50,000
per month.

Spreen has suggested that a 100-bed
women's facllity be constructed to re-
lleve the problemm. “Thls would allow us
to use almost 50 beds for male prison-
ers in the maln jail.

“Medular construction would allow
us to have such a facillty at much less
cost and build It within sl months,” he
sald. It takes up to three years to bulld
a permanent jail facllity.”

WAYNE COUNTY'S new jall, sched-
uled for completion In fall, Is expected
to casc overerowding problems,

But Plitman cautloned that the new
Jail may only provide a temporary so-
lutlon. “It has been my experlence that
any new space available is qulckly
fliled,” he said,

The new Jail wlll house $76 prison-
crs. The maxlmum capaclty for the
Wayne County jail, including an annex
1n Westland, is 1,003 prisoners.

For the past month, the tnmate popu-
lation has been near capacity every
day, according to a sheriff's depart-
ment spokesman.

Thos¢ measures arce necessary be-
cause Wayne County has been under a
court order for several years to hold its
populatlon down o the maximum ca-
pacity, the spokesman said.
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Overcrowding lawonly

a ‘short-term solution

The new law designed to case over-
crowding at county jails has been de-
scribed by sponsors of the blll as a
“short-term solution to a very serious
problem.”

‘The bill provides Incentlves to coun-
ty officlals to use already available le-
gal means to ease overcrowding, ac-
cording (e state Rep. Jeffrey Padden,
D-Wyandotte, chlef sponscr.

Here's how the law works:

® When the inmate population ex-
ceeds maxlmum capacity for seven
consecutlve days, the sheriff must noti-
{y the chlef circult judge, chief district
Judge and each munlcipal court judge
In the county, the chairman of the
county board of commissioncrs and,the
county executlve.

# If county and court officials agree
with the sherlff's jail count figures,
then the sheriff declares a state of
emergency.

® The sherlff and judges then at-
tempt to reduce the Jall population by
tegal, available means, Those Inelude
reducing bonds,  delaying scniences,
glving out work release or communlty
service orders or providing alternative
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® If those measures fall to reduce
the jail population to 80 percent of
maximum capacity within two weeks
after the state of emergency is de-
clared, then the sherifl must give the
chlef cireult fudge a llat of prisoners,
their offenses and sentences,

# The chief clrcuit judge classifles
the prisoners Into two groups — low
and kigh risk — and sets limits for re-
duclng sentences. The sheriff then rea
duces sentences of all low-risk prison-
ors.

® If the Jall population still exceeds
90 percent of maximum capaclty after
28 days, then the sheritf must reduce
sentences of all prisoners, But he can't
reduce sentences by more than 30 per-
cent across the board.

# If that measure fails to reduce the
inmate populatlon, the sherlff can turn
away some prisoners. He can't, howev- .
er, turn away persons convicted of ar
charged with violent or assaultlve
erimes, sex offenses, escape from pris-
on or fail, drug or weapons offenses. .
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