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stitl belongs, and once served as De-
troft area presldent.

As Cummings became more accom-
plished, he appeared on radio programs
(his tricks were described step-by-step)
and gave llve performances with two
entertainment graups, Chuck Stanley's
Happy Hour Club {which included Dan-
ny Thomas) and The Plae Center Gang.

In 1949, when televislon was new,
Cummings teamed up with a frlend to
form Peter, Clare and Oscar, a take ofi
on Kukla, Fran and Ollle.

CUMMINGS WAS Clare, a clown
who performed maglc tricks; his fricnd
was Oscar, a marionette puppeteer,
and Peter was a ltve rabbit.

The show lasied 13 weeks. The sta-
tlon’s salesman didn't believe In chil
dren’s programming and weuldn't find
a sponsor for it, Commings sald.

Shortly afterward, though. when
Twin Plnes was looklng for a clown
and maglcian to promnle ils milk, the

and the show contlrued for
lhrcc years.

Cuemmings, however, continucd unti)
1981 to make personal appearances as
MiIlky at banquets and blrthday partles,
Hls picture stil] appears on Twin Pines
products, now avallable through De.
troll Pure Mitk.

CUMMINGS belleves “Mlilky’s Party
Time” was a quality chlldren’s show.
He trled not to repeat the same magic
trick withln one year and “never talked
down to the kids.”

It was a soft way to scll a product, he
sald, compared to many of today's
commercials which treat youngsters
“as though they're dumb.”

While alcohol was a part of his life
for 40 years, It became a problem for
Cummings during the last 10 years,
particularly aiter retirement, he said.
Cummings ts also retired now from Du-~
Pont.

When he couldn’t control his actions

company
through the old Peter, Clure and Oscar
clips.

Cummings portrayed Milky the
Clown, with a rabbit puppet named
Cecamy, for 14 years, He appeared on
all three major Detroit statlons, enter-
taining an estimated two miltion chil-
dren during that decade and a half. “I
caised a lat of kids,” Cummings said
proudly.

The shaw wound up being the long-
‘est-running in the Detrolt arca with the
fame sponsor. At one time, Milky had
higher ratings than Arthur Godfrey,
Cummings sald, and Twlni Pines's home
detlvery routes Increased from 200 to
500

I|'| 1964, when Cummings paid off his
house, ke quit the show — it was too
hard to juggle with his full-time carcer

any longer, C sald he asked
his wife, Peg. to take him to Willlam
Beaumont Hospital, which referred
him to an alcoholic treatment program
in Howell, Mich. He completed the pro-
gram 1% years ago.

In addition to performing magie dur-
Ing his retirement, Cummings contin-
ues to be Interested in its hlslnry and
preservailon,

He collects old magle bmks (one set
dates back 1o 1774) and ha: donated
many of his Milky mementos te a mag-
le museum in Marshall, Mich,

Magic, which is “as old as the apple,”
has always been popular, Cummlings
sald. "It makes you laugh tecause
you're fooled. People ilke to be fooled
- it's the shock element. Something
happens that can't be done. It's a fun
deal,” he sald.

Would oppose former boss

Nichols eyes countfy sheriff’s job

By Mary Lou Callaway
spocial writer

John Nichols, Farminglon Hills po-
Hee chlef, is belng urged by Oakland
County Republicans to make a rua for
sherlil in 1084,

*I'm giving It scrious consideration,”

“Nichols sald at a West Bloomfleld Re-

publlcan Club gathering last week.

Often called a “cop's cop,” Nichols
came up the ranks as a Detrojt patrol-
man to become that city'’s pollce com-
missloner in 1970,

Nichols drew o larger audlence at
last weck's meeting than Oakland
County Exccutlve Dan Murphy. or gu-
bernatoria) candldate Richard Headlee
had when they spoke to the same GOP
group.

IT GALLS REPUBLICANS that the
sheriff post Is the only high-county off-
ice not held by the party. In fact, cur-
rent sherlff Johannes Spreen’s name
never passed the membership's Lips.

Club president Dennis Vatsis asked
Nichols if he would run ngainst
“whatshlsname?”

Nichols only would say he would con-
sider running if he had the financlal
and palmcul support to challenge his
old boss

Sprr.‘cn hired Nichols as undersherit!
after Nlchols lost in a race for mayor

-of Detrolt 10 years ago. Nichols has .

been police chief in Farmington Hllls
for the past.five years.
Nichols talked about victims ,of

.crime at the club's meeting.

“Every year we ‘polnt with pride or
view wlth alarm’ the erime siatlstics
reparts,” Nichols sald "Rarely arc the
police the victims, It's always a clvil-
Ian, not a eop.

“We talk about the flnancia) Impact,
seldom about tho indlvldual. We've
fatled to look at the.personal impact
that to many.is a disaster.’ Crimes
agalnst property have ecenomic im-
pact. Personal crimes. leave a' lot of
hnrt. a lot of physical and emotlonal
pain.

*Scveral llves are touched. You can't
put a dollar value on that,” he sald.
"You {victims) pi
bills If you get your brains Kicked out.”

ay your awn doctors .

John Nichols
sheritf candidate?

SOCIETY IS MORE attuned to the
rights of the accused than to the vie-
tim's rights, he sald. Noting that the

Health management taught

Health care managers face chalteng-
ing pmhtcms in 1983 wlth siaffs often

worked in a wide vnrlc(y of public and
prlvate heaith care agencies, business-

short-handed, employee mo-
rale at new lows, and state and federat
cutbacks slicing budgets to the bone,

Merey College of Detrolt offers man-
agers practical solutions to these and
other supervisory problems in their
Continuing Education workshop, “Sur-
vival Skills for Managers in Health
Care Setilngs: Pracilcal Approaches,”
8:30 a.m. {0 4 p.m. Monday, March 21.

Supervisors of hospitals, nursing and
convalescent homes, home health agen-
cles and mental healih Iacllitles will
learn how to handle conflicts between
patlent/cllent care goals and manage-
ment objectives; what leadership style
Is best responded to; how (o engage co-
workers in eslalﬂlshlng common work
goals; and how stress-linked problems
disrupt efficlent management and re-
duce productivity.

This indlvlduatlzcd seminar will be
taught by threc experts In the flcld af-
filiated with the Northeast Guidance
Center, a private mental health center
In Detrolt, Jonathan L. York, Ph.D., ex-
ccutlve director; Norman P. Dwaihy,
Ph.D,, psychologist and administrator;
and Sylvnslcr Hackney, program direc-
tor of Adult Services, All three have

LIT names
honor students

The following Farmington and
Farmington HIlls students have been
named (o the dean’s honor roll for the
winter evening term at Lawrcnce Insil-
tute of Technology:

Farmington Hills — David Beard,
Larry Bemis, Joseph Capaldi, Michael
Chekal, Donna Lozen, Carl Rickel and
Jeff Thompson.

Farmington Nancy Andrews,
Kelth Krauter, Dennis Marlon, .!nseph
Murphy and Kimberly Willson,

To be named to the honor roll a stu-
dent must malntain at Jeast a 3.5 grade
galnt average and be a fulldime stu-

ent

esand
The

The wnrluhup will be held at the
Merey College of Detrolt Conference
Center, 8200 W. Quter Drive at the

h been
.7 Contlnuing Educatlnn Unlts. The us
fec Includes  reglstration, workshop
materials and lunch. The limited regls-
tration deadline is March 1.

Freeway south of Seven

. Mile in Detrolt,

For further information or to regis-
ter, call 5926191,

:me compensates an average of just
$1,500 to cach victlm, Nlchols sald
even those funds are belng cut.

*If government can't protect its peo-
ple, who should?” he asked,

You have a 1-in-7 chance of belng a
victim In Michlgan, sald. Nichols. He
also pointed out’the secondary impact
to victims and witnesses,

“They begln by tetling thelr story to
an officer, then repeating It Lo a detee-
Uve, the prosecutor, and then facing
court delays.

You begin to wonder who Is on trial
when you're challenged on everything
except your name.”

Niche!s sald, however, pollee atti-
(udes are changlng on sexual assaults,

“There used to be a Victorian atil-
tude that women should put up a fight.
The humlliation and embarasament left
a permanent mark on the (female) vie-

Nichots had harsh words for the so-
called “victimless erime™ — the corpo-
rate erlme,

“It costs billlons of dollars. There is
no way to measure the losses.”

PECPLE MUST rccognlze that
statistles are somcthing other than
numbers and represent the problems of
people who have been hurt, he sald.

Nichols's speech ended wlth many
questlons focused on the possibllity of
his running for sherlff.

“I've had many overfures,” ke admit.
ted.
He said If he were sheriff, then he
would seck *“a climate of cooperation
among pollce and put personal aggran-
dlzement aside.”
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John Kelier would like 16 prepare your 1ax retum.
He attended the U of M Tax Clinlc this year, as did
All our preparers, to stay updated on al Ihe Latest
tax changes, This combined with his experience
and schooling In taxes qualify him to prepare your
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