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Pinkertons: America’s 1st sleuths

“Who are those guys?" Paul New-
man and Robert Redford kept asking of
the dogged pursuers trajllng them after
a robbery in “Butch Cassldy and the
Sundance Kid."

“Those guys” were Plokerton detee-
tives, and as Butch and Sundance were
to find out, the Pinkertons live up to
their motto: “We Never Steep,”

Butch and Sundance, members of the
Wlid Bunch, eventually headed for Ar-
gentina to continue thelr bank robbing.
In 1909 reportedly they dled in a shoo-
tout with a cavalry troop at San Vin-
cente, Bolivia.

Before he founded Pinkerton’s Na-
tonal Detective Agency, Allan Plnker-
ton might have 1t right in with some of
the characters of the Wiid Bunch. As a
young man in Scotland durlng the tu-
multuous Industrlal Revolutlon, Plnk-
crten was consldered a rogue, an ene-
my of established society,

‘Hc was among the more radical

When Allan Pinkerton began his
professional career, local police forces
were offen corrupt, usually
understaffed and less than efficient.
They had neither the resources nor the
will to pursue criminals outside their

assigned districts.

staffed and less than efflcient. They
had nelther the resources nor the will
to pursue eriminals ouiside thelr as-
signed distrlets. What's more, the west-
ern frontier was wide open.

‘The Pinkertons, ready and willing,
stepped into the gap, pursued criminals
otherwlse forgotten and gathered ma-
terial on pefarious activities across the
country, b natlonal elcar)

a
which advocated violence, if necessary,
to democratize Parliament. A warrant
was [ssued for his arrest, and in 1643
Pinkerton headed for America.

Upon arrival, Plnkerton apparently
forgot hls unconventional past and es-
tablished himself in Dundee, 1)), as a
barrel manufacturer. This innocuous
profession fed to a flowerlng of his hid-
den Investigatlve Instinets.

One day, while collecting staves for

house ul’ sorts on Lllegal actlvities.

THEY WERE ALSO doggedly pa-
tient. Take the case of Max Shinburn,
skilled bank robber of the Eastern sea-
board. By the time he turned 30 in
1870, Shinburn had become an expert
safe cracker, even devislng a set of
tools specitically for apening sates.

The Pinkertons and the police relent-
lessly trailed Shinburn. So he moved to
Belgium, himself as a re-

his cooper trade on an ls-
land-in a nearby river, Pinkerton dis-
covered the remalns of a fire. Con-
vinced something strange was going
on, he returned late one night with the
county sherlff and spied figures there
silhouetted In the dark. They turned out
to be coln counterfelters.

THUS BEGAN Pinkerton's nearly 40
years of checkmating shady capers. He
dled in 1884, but his sons, Robert and
Willlam, who started working with the
agency as teen-agers, kept the business
growlng.

In the wake of his Dundee success, "I
suddenly found myself called upon
from every quarter to undertake mat-
ters requiring detectlve skill," Pinker-
ton sald years later, In 1848, he readily
accepted when the sheriff of Cook
County asked him to come to Chlcago
toserve as deputy. A year later, he was
appolnted Chleago's flrst full-time de-
tective,

Pinkerton’s talents secmed to de-
mand an arena of operatfon that was
larger, In 1850, he gave up his job on
the city foree to establish his own pri-
vate agency,

One of the first of Its kind In the
country, the new enterprlse thrived
from the start, In 1856, having signed
fucratlve contraets to protect the prop-
erly of several Midwestern rallroads
with with requests for hls services

_growing daily, he wrote to a friend in
Dundee: “I am overwhelmed with busi-
ness."”

TODAY, PINKERTON'S (s head-
quartered in New York Clty, with a
siafl of 26,000 around the world, pro-
viding security and investigative ser-
vices on a private contract basls. As In
the past, agents often make cltlzen's
arrests, holding suspects in custody un-
ttl authoritics arrive.

When Allan Pinkerton began his pro-
{esslonal career, local police forces
were often corrupt, usually under-
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spectable, prosperous silk entreprencur
~ and self-proclalmed nob

derworld.” Born in 1850, Lyons learned
the art of plcking pockets by the age of
6 and went on to bigger and more In-
genlous exploits, In the 18803, poslng as
a prominent socicty woman, she head-
ed for Parls and there was able to steal
more than $200,000 worth of jewelry
from her new.found upper-crust
Iriends,

LYONS ALSO MADE an attempt to
lead a straight life, In 1894, she became
praprictor of the Great Western Matrl-
monlat Bureau in Detrolt. “She clafms
she has settled down. . .. If so, she
ought to be encouraged,” Willlam Plok-
erton wrate In an office memo.

The stralght life didn’t last. Within a
short time, Lyons was under Investiga-
tion for mail fraud,

The Plokertons began expanding
thelr horizons then. By the 1870s, thelr
beat included the territories of the
fronticr West. The Pinkerton name be-
come 50 entwined with the gun-slinging

bandlts lhnympersued that it was hard to

s [
the good guys from the adventures of
the crooks,

The Wild Bunch, the band of bank
robbers who traveled from Montana to
Texas to New York Clty to the jungles
of South America, topped the Pinker-
tons most-wanted list. Most sought-af-
ter were the ringleaders, George Par-
ker (allas Butch Cassidy) and Harry
Longbaugh (atlas the Sundance Kid).

After robbing $30,000 from Unlon
Paclfic's Overland Flyer in 1889, the
WIild Bunch was tralled closely by the
Plokertons. But other robberfes fol-
lowed, cach more lucrallve than the
one before ft. In 1800 and 1801, the ban-
dits lifted $32,640 from a Nevada bank
and stole $41,500 in banknotes from a
Great Northern traln near Wagner,
Mont. — big sums in those days. This
last robbery put a of 100 men on
thelr tralls, and the WIld Bunch dls.
banded.

The Pinkertons were not perfect.
History-minded trade unlonists stlll
bristle over thier cﬂntrovclrslal role in

Indust

‘The Wild Bunch always managed to evade the Pinkerton's, but it is
thought that the Pinkerton's pursuit led to the diabanding of the
gang, Standing are William Carver and Harvey Logan, Seated
(from teft) are Harry Longbaugh (Sundance Kid), Ben Kilpatrick
and George Parker (Butch Casaidy),

bloody 19th-century
clashes, and Civil War buffs argue
about the value of Allen Pinkerton's in-
telligence advlce to the Unlon Army,

But Allan Pinkerton and his sons did
secure a place for themselves in the
folklore of good vs. bad guys. Long be-
{fore the FBI and Interpol, they spanned
the contineats in purscit of their anti-
crlme molto: "“We nover sleep.”

Smithsonian News Service story by Michelle Iroff.
Smithsonian News Service photo of the Wild Bunch and
drawing of Oliver Perry courlesy of the National

Porlrait Gallery. Smithsonian photo of the James brothers
courtesy of Amon Carter of Museum of Western Art.

Shinburn's attempts at the stralght
life soon failed. His investments turned
sour, and he returned to his old lifestyle
In the states. The Pinkertons had him
arresied for theft In New York, and, af-
ter serving time, the ex-convict wound
up poor and alone,

Willlam Plokerton did not forget
him. He asked Shinburn to describe
some of hls techniques, and Shinburn
obliged with an intricate and carefully
planned diagram on the art of saje-
cracklng.

The Pinkertons were even sought out
by crooks [n trouble. Such a man was
Adam Worth, whose carcer was studd-
ed with diamond helsts, forgery opera-
tions and bank robberies and was
crowned [n 1876 by the theft of Thomas
Gainsborough's prlceless portralt of
the Duchess of Devonshire.

Worth had hoped to use the painting
as ransom (o spring a buddy from Jail,
but the friend was released before
‘Worth could act.

The palnting was too hot lo sell, and
Worth, afrald (o return it lest he be
caught, slmply cotled up the canvas
and shipped it to a warehouse in Amer-
ica, where It remained for more than
20 years.

Then, aging and poor, Worth contact-
cd the Pinkertons and offered to return
the paintlng for cash, William Pinker-
{on pald the requested sum, but doubt-
less felt he had gotien the better of the
dal, Not anly did Worth return the por-
tralt, he also recounted the detalls of
his blggest exploits and confessed to
crimes of which he had never been sus-
pected.

IN THOSE GOOD old days, there
were few top-flight women crooks te
challenge the Plnkertons. One was So-
phic Lyons, described by admirers as
the Internatlonal “Queen of the Un-

Jesse James (standing) and
brother Frank terrorized the
Midwest, looting bank safes
and robbing trains. (n the car.
toon below, Oliver Perry, de-
scribed by Pinkerlon's as “one
of the nerviest outlaws," is dep.
icted In his last train robbery In
New York in 1892, Atop a mov-
ing train, an upside-down Perry
tried to ateal gold and jewels
said to be aboard.

ESmithaonian News Service Ant courtesy of National Porirait Gatieey

CLASSIFIED ADS
RUN IN THE

- 'classéiﬁed
T ads

” Topiacs an ad, call befors 4 p.m. Tussday for Thuraday's paper
and 4 p.m. Friday.for Mondoy's puper,

Wayno Lounty
5910500
Qﬂ\l:f‘lﬂ Counly
Rochoster/Avon
852.3222




