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The very competitive photo finishing
business is preparing for an attack on
the metro-Detrolt marketplace by K
mart, which s expanding its one-hour

Nortls Lee, lab manager for
Photo Time, chocks on photos
in the print processor.

. finlshing operation,

Currently, two K mart stores, at Tel-
Twelve Mall and In Warren, are
equipped with newly developped Japa-
nese photo Iabs, which can print 162
rolls of 12-exposure 126 film in 60 min-
utes. (K mart’s other stores have fllm
processed by Guardian Photo).

Store officlals refuse to discloso bow
masy K mart locations wlll receive the
“Norltsu Quick Service Systoms”
valued at $90,000 each — or when
expanslon will take place.

AFTER IT happens, Stewart Med-
bury, owner of Photo Time stores in
Farmington Hllls, Livonln and Daytonn
Beach, Fla,, expects to see a prica war
and subsequent casualtfes [n the photo
finishing business,

“I'm worrled they're golng to blank-
et the field. Wo're already running ever
each other. Not everybody ls golng to

the

Shell and Mobl) Of1.
Wlth the advent of Noritsu and siml-
lar fllm processing systems, the busi-
ness-has grown phosomenally during
the past two years.
!iorufu Woos custorners with a glos.

p g the
“‘ean be run by almost anyone,” Is "car-
rled out in front of your customers'
cyes,” and “may be Installed [n a Umit-
ed space (800 square feet) In your
shop.” It guarantees “almost trouble-
froe operatlon for years to come,”

Fast photo processing

sprf'e‘ads like flash fire

GARY CONANT, K mart's Tel
Twelve photo lab manager, remembers
“that In June 1981 when I started here,
there was only one other guy In the
business (at Dearhorn's Falrlane shop-
plng center).

Last year, nearly 15 quick photo flo-
Ishing businesses started up, bringing
the tolal in metropolitan Defroft to
about 26, Conant sald, Among the new-

‘ comers la Meljer Thrifly Acres, which
is Initiating an operation slmilar to
what K mart has pro 3

1 Many would-be photo flnishers in the
Detroft area are-atoring thousands of
dollars worth of Japanese photo flntsh-

f ing equipment near Californta docks as
they desperately search for a location,
Medbury safd.

WEEKS AGO, Southficld's
Vijay Walvekar quit his fob as a mar.
keting exccutive, confldent ho could

{ind a spot to open a photo finishing
' buslness, -

“I've looked from Monroo up to Sagi
£aw, and from Jackson to Mt. Clemens,
There's so much saturation here that if
I don't find a locatlon soom, I may try to
scll my cquipment and recover some
part of my monay,” he sald.

“Southeastern Michigan is all gone.
It has reached the polnt where any
newcomers wlll be struggling for busi-
ness.

Pholo Time lab ¢
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Lisa Wh

up a8
prints with ‘lh carrosponding negatives, Photo Time promises

Ploass turn to Pago 8

alldes, print

utos. .

s and enlargements in 90 min-

Weapon-brandishin

Two armed, masked men escaped
with $1,500 from the North Farming.
ton Mohil Gas Station at 12 Mite and
F;mlngmn roads about midnight Feb,
17,
Station employces Ron Harrls, 18,
and Ken Pillsbury, 19, told police o
man entered the front door brandlshing
a two-foot wooden club, followed by a

second man with a blue steel shotgun
covered by a pair of blue Jeans,

Both wore nylen stockinga over thelr
beads, pollee said,

The employees thought they recog-
nized the volce of the flrst man, who
asked “Wherc the ~ 1a the money.”
They belleve he s a former employce,

police sald, The first robber then be-
came extremely nervous and began
beating both employees with the club,
forcing them toward tha rear offlce. .

THE MEN grabbed two cash boxes
contalining $1,500 from atop the office
desk and fled,

Trustee collects interest
on campaign contributions

Farmington School Board trustee
Mlchael Shplece has set up an oftlce-
holder expense fund (OEF). He is the
only Oakland County school board
member who hzs done 80,

Shpicce opened a savings account iy
1977 at a Troy bank with $46 when he
established his OEF. With interest (and

county clerk Indicated only two trus-
tees In rocent electiona have collected
campalgn funds In excess of $500 —
Shplece and James McGlincy.
In 1979, the Friends of Jlm McGliney
Cammltu{:;eeu:cud $1,291.91 In cam-
func

and Janlce Rolnick,

Contributors to Shpicce's campalign
bave Included state Rep. Sandy
Brotherton, R-Farmington, $10; Farm-
ington Hills residents Gerard Miller,
$25; Susan Campbell Reanels, $20; Da-

. palgn p to
$9B6.68, Including a prin(;ng Bl for
be b an 7

no withdrawls) the fund has
to $62.93.

OEF's may be used to pay for [n-
curred “cxpenses incldental to holding
public offlce.”

The funds are popular among state
lawmakers, but have yet to gain ateam
at the local level. In southeast Oakland
County, only two mayors — Ferndale's
Bernie Lennon and Madlson Helghts'
George Suarez ~ have OEFs. No city’
councll members bave flled OEF re-
ports with the Oakland County Clerk's
office. .

A major portion of OEF funds comes
from campaign contributions. ‘M‘oney

{or $618.80,

Collecting lests than $500 in cam-
palgn funds were school board trustoes
Emma 8. Makinen, Helen Durney Pru-
tow, Rlchard Wallace (who pald $60 in
late fillng fees In 1981), R. Jack Inch,

vid $20; Vivian Jurosek, $15;
Rita Fushman, $10; R. Marie Shplece,
$90; and Michne] Shplece, $50.

Candidates are required to itemize
contributions only when they exceed
$200, McGlincy’s records show a con-
tributlon of $245.95 from Wayne Cotin-
ty General Hospital's associate hospital
director,

Filing deadline set

Candidates for one seat on the Farm-
ington Publle Schools Board of Educa
tion must file nominating petitions by 4
pam., April 11,°at the Board of Educa-
tlon nm‘c‘u. 32500 Shiawassee, Farm-

may d by offi
from campalgn funds into expense fund
accounts,
us¢ OEFs to
or electl

Publle officials cannot

Ington, did. must have thely
oomlnating petitions signed by at least
20 tered voters,

Tegis
is from July

further their
to offlce.

A review of Farmington School
Board members' records filed with the

The one four-year term
1 of .this year to June 30, 1987.

To be an eligible candidate one must
be'a registered and quallfied school
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Yourcarrier Is trying towin a
10-speed blke and when you
ay him this month you put
m a little closer to that
goal. Remember to ask for a
recelpt; It's worth a $1.75
discount on the next
-classified ad you place.

offices from 7:30 a.m, to 4:30 p.m.,
i Ass|

Farmingto:
best Lewis, 8
Francine Todd, 20 and Charles Burdon
Wade, 26, early Feb. 15.

clector, Property ownership is not a re-
quirement for‘eardldacy,

Petitions arc available at tho beard

The first man; deseribed os S5-foot-8,
130 pounds and dark-haired, was
dressed In on old green walst-length
Jacket and blue feans,

Both were 18 or 19, police sald.

An old-model Vega, parked in the Jot
behind the gasoline atation and noticed
earller by an employee, was observed
soon alfter the incident,

Outreach

g duo sought after robbery -

‘The car was damoged and aban- -

doned after apparently running Into a
guard rail in the Crowley parking lot,
pollce said. Officers found a shotgun on
tho passenger scat of the car and a
metal cash box laylng on the floor of
the car, which they later impounded.

; g;nhcr employee was serlously In-
ured,

RANOY BORST/81atl photographor

Jowinh Welfare Federatlen volunteers through a new outreach

Monday-Friday. A

ant Scott Bacon is available to assist
candldates with information about fil-
ing and campalgn finance Iaws,

Quartet is nabbed
with burglary tools

Four Detrolt realdents arraigned last
week on a chargo of possessing bur-
glary tools were scheduled for a pre-
1im! exam before 47th District
Court Judge Michael Hand on Tuesday.

penalty for the

of burglary tools s 10 years' imprison-
ment.

n Hills police arrested Er-
4, Ira Donnell Barclzy, 23,

Alerted by Southffeld police who lost

& brown Chevy Nova crulsing several
apariment complexes along 12 Mile
Road, undercover Farmington Hllls of-
ficers began surveying Inverrary Con-
dominlums on 12 Mile. They spotted
the suspects on foot In the parking lot,
“acting nervous and looklng arcund™

aro visiting regularly the 200-plus Jows who live in De.

troit's inner city, Volunieers bring warmth and companionship to

eldorly and mentally
adult care facilities.

impaired residents of nuraing homes and

ther

tios. Afl RIghls Reserved,

Hearth

alarm
posted

By Mary Kismic :
stalf writor

Resldents of Farmlington Hills are
urged to make sure thelr fireplaces aro .
saie, a3 the Farmington Hllls Fire De.

| It 1

of
a blaze that caused $55,000 worth of
damage to a home in the Farmingten ;
Green subdlvision last month,

The preliminary investigation indi- .
cates the flre was started because of |
the condition of the fireplace and Its :
hearth extenslon, accordlng to Lt
Richard Marinuccl of the Farmington
Hills Fire Department, H

“One of the problems was-cracks in
the morter of the fire place,” Marinuc-
cl said. “This can be from s the housé
settles. Homeowners should get them
repalred.” :

Tho bearth extension is the part of
the fireplace that reaches out to cateh
embers, Marinucel sald that early Indl-
cations are that the brick hearth exten-
glon ih the house was supported by
plywood.

“We theorize that the
Inbetween the cracks,”

Resldents of the home, located In the
subdivision east of Drake and north of
12 Mile, had used the {lreplace carlier
in the day, according to Marinucct, He
zald the family was not howmia whea the ©
fire started and returned'to findthe

ember dropped
hezaid.

house filled with smoke,

. Tho blaze was simjlar la_oos that
took place In the same area In October
1981, Marinuccl sald. ‘

“That one had minimal damage,” he
sald. As a result of the two fires, Mar-
fnueci said, the fire department sent
out notices to 92 homes wlth simitar
floor plans and inspected those that re-
aponded. He satd 64 such homes have
been fnspected, -

“The notice sald you may have ‘a
problem and we would llke to come In
and inspect It,” Marinuccl sald,

He sald that anyone who sus,
thelr flreplace may be simllarly con-
structed should contact the fire depart-
ment at 5530740,

“People should utilize fircplaces as
they were designed and be aware thaf
they require certain  matntenance,”
Marinuecl sald. “Cracks can occur and
have to be repalred, There are certain
good common sense practices t0o." s

The fire depariment made the fol
lowing recommendations: .

® Burn only seasoned wood. Green
wood bullds up layers of ercosote on’
flue Unings, N

® Make sure the hearth opening i:
covered with a sturdy metal screen or
heat-tempered glass door,

@ Sct the fre with paper and kin.
dling. Lighter fluld, kerosene, gasollne
er other flammable lquid shouldn't ba
used at any thne to help ignite 2 flre,

® Fires should always be attended,

® Keep an extingulsher on hand,

In addltion, residents should have an
adequate number of smoke dotectors
and check them perfodically 'to Insure
proper working condltlon.

N ——

oral quarrel

and “hlding In shadows agelast the
bullding,” police sald.

‘They were scared off by somcone ex-
itlng the bullding and drove away In a
Nova without its head or talllights on,
police sald.

Offlcers discovered that the glass
had been shot out of the windows of a
parked 1982 (!Jorveue and 1979
Chrysler Imperial,

The four were pulled over and ar
rested at Eight Mile and the Lodge
Freeway by potice.

About $350 In damage was done to
the cars, owned by Inverrary residents,

Hand sald police recovered "a 1.
brary of tools,” Including a keymaker’s

unch, GM key codes, blank keys, a
ball bat, a pry bar, a BB pistol,
serew drivers, S-shaped wlires, a dum-

Hero's your chance to get a say in the
Farmington Observer newsroom, Ev-
erybody has an opinlon of what should
be in thelr community newspaper, and
today is the day to cxpress your views,
We're Jooking forward to your ideas
on any aspect of the newspaper -
home delivery, advertising,news, pho-
tos, sports, suburban life — you name
the ldea, .

Help us to make the Farmington Ob-
server & better paper by answerlng:

my Ignition and ignltion

Tell us your ideas
for a better paper |

You have untll 1 pm. on Fyid .
call 477-5498, You will b.v.a?.’;‘:é'ni‘.' !
t‘g n:swﬂ' I&Tﬁﬂﬂn at tha sound of

¢ buzzer,
for your answer, # Obeerver

kT



