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North’s ‘tough kid’
shoots for mat title

By Tom Baer
staff writer

North Farmington wrestling coach
Jim O'Leary’s eyes light up and a bap-
py tone comes Into his volce when be
talks about his top campetitor ~ senlor
Erie Colller,

“He's tough enough to beat anybody,”
O'Leary sald. *He's just a lough
kid. . . and he's gotten better every
week.”

Collicr will have a chance to show
how tough he is this Friday and Satur-
day, March 4.5, at the state Class A
{inals at Lansing Eastern High School’s
fieldhouse.

Colller, whoe awns a 24-9 record and
the school record for plns with 27,
wrestled his way into the state meet by
{inishing sccond to an old nemeals —~
Plymouth Salem’s John Beaudoin — fn
the 138-pound competitlon at the Tren-
ton High reglonal last Saturday,

Beaudoin, the defending state cham-
plon, declsioned Coller, 22.9, in the
138-pound reglonal final. The two met
In the distriet flnal a week earlfer with
a simllar resutt,

“Eric's getting closer,” O'Leary aaid,
“He almost had him (Beaudoln) planed
this time, It really was an cxclting
match. He (Collicr) [s golng to get him
next time, He gets more confident each
time out.”

COLLIER'S STRONG polnts? “He's
aggressive,” said O'Leary, “and he's ex-
ceptionally quick. And he's a pinner. He
gets you In the cradle (a wrestling
mnnauver) and you don’t often get out
ofit* -

Colller started reglonal competition
by pinning Temperance-Bedford's Roas
Gamby in 3:42. Then came an 11.8 de-
clslon over Adrian's Kim Kendall to aet
uphthe champlonship bout with Beau-
doln,

“I really think Eric is going to g up
there (to the state meet) and do a good
Job,” O'Leary said, *I think he'll be in
the top four or flve. In his last 20
matches, he lost only to (Southfleld-
Lathrup's Chris) Parent once and Beau-
doin twice,”

Threc other Farmington-area mat-
men — North's Terry Donovan, Farm-
ington's Lenny Pitcel and Farmington
Harrison's Dave Dickson — also made
1t out of the district. All were quickly
climinated in the regional,

Donovan, a 98-pound sophomore, lost
his reglonal opener to Wayne Memori-
al's Dave Davis on a pin In 3:00 and
then fell to Dearborn Fordson's Bruce
Roberts on 2 7-3 decision. Donovan fin-
ished with a 27-12-2 record,

Harrison's Dickson, a 155-pound sen+
lor with a 22-8-1 record, loat to Don

Forchlone of Westland John Glenn ona
pln in 2:58, beat South Lyon's Blll Bar-
nette on a 5-4 deelsion and then was
declsioned by Salem's John Woochuck,
84,

Pitce, the only senlor on Rarming-
ton’s team, lost two-straight at 119
pounds. ClLf Perez declsioned Pitcel,
§-2, [n the first match, and then Livonia
Bentley's Abe Yaffal did the same, 18-
2. Piteel finished with a 23-8-1 record:

“I'm suro it was tournament pres.
aure, but Lenny didn't wrestle that well
In elther match,” sald Farmington
coach Walsh, “He lost to a kid
(Yalfal) who he'd beaten [n the district
and twice during the regular scason,”

NORTH FARMINGTON and Gar-
den City cach scored 16 polnts to tle for
17th place En the regional team stand-
lngs.

Wrestling powerhousa Temperance-
Bedford won the reglonal champlon.
ship with 89% points. Wayne Memorial
was n close second with 94, and Red.
ford Catholle Central had 80. Salem
landed fourth with 55% polnts, John
Glenn had 48, Ypsilant} 42 and Dear-
born Edsel Ford 40.

Wrestling begins at 11 am. Friday.
The finals begin at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,

Big 2nd half lifts FHS, 61-46

Farmington used a strong sccond
kol to overcome Plymouth Canton, 81-
46, In a losers bracket game in the
Western Lakes Activitles Assoclation
tournament Tuesday,

Farmingten, which led by two (30-28)
at halftime, scored 31 second-half
polnts to Canton's 18, Scott Hayosh led
the winners with 20 points. Chris Keller
and Terry Gelstler each added 12, Ron
Rlenas led Canton with 15,

Farmlngton coach Rich Roy sald one
key to the win was good {rce throw
shooting, “We were 29 of 39 from the
llne,” be satd. *Most of them were one-

and-ones, and we just kept dropping in
the firat ene.”

Farmington (7-11) bosts Watled Lako
Western In a WLAA tourncy game on
Friday.

IN ANOTHER WLAA loscrs game,
Livonla Bentloy nipped Farmington
Harrison, 65-81, in overtime Tuesday,
Harrison fell to 4-15, ’ .

Bentley guard Dan Rayes scared 27
polats, including three in overtlme, to
apark the victory. Gordle Dawson led
Harrlson with 20 polnts and 13 re-
bounds. West Jones had 18 points, sev-

en rebounds and four assists for the
Hawks, and teammate Mike Mac.
Donald had 11 polnts and nine re-
bounds.

Harrison travels to Walled Lake Cen-
tral for another tournament game on

ay, .

NORTH FARMINGTON lost lo
Westland John Glenn, 74-56, In a North-
west Suburban League game Tucsday,

North, now 6-11 overall and 2.8 In
the league, was ied by Mike Black 17
polnts), Ray Boyle (15) and Will
Relneke (12). Paul Garzulls led Glenn
with 21 polnts, B

UCH A SIMPLE question, Etie,

Why wouldn't you answer it?
Erle is Ere Kopsch, the
wrestling coach at Southfleld-
Lathrup High School. He has an out-
standing athlete in senlor Chris Parent,
a 138-pounder who'll be shoetlng for a
state champlonship this wockend at the
Clnss A flnals at Lansing Eastern High

School.

* Parent, who bas lost only three of his
52 matches thls season, won a regional
title and finished sccond In the district
desplte belng hobbled by a severe ankle

‘eprain suffered in an earller tourna-
ment..

Parent wore a special bandage dur-
ing the reglonal competition last week-
end. His coach doesn't think he'll need
itin the finals, however.

Just an idle question: Which ankle is
hurting, coach?

But the coach wasn't saying, al-
though be had plenty to say about why
be wasn't saying.

“You don't reveal which ankle,” sald
Kopsch, a disgusted tone creeplng Into
bls volce. “People (future opponents
and thelr coaches) may read the article
and shoot on that ankle, Some
out there atlll might not know which
ono Is Infured.”

Kopsch's concern stems from an In.
cident he says happened at the dlatrict
tournament two Saturdaya ago at Troy
High.

“Chris reinjured that ankle last week
(in tha district) because an ( s)
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Power punchers

Sluggers Mike Dardinl (loft) and Matt Switt
ahadow box during a workout at the Livonia
Boxing Club, Dardinl, a Farmington native, and
Switt of Livonia wili compete in the apen class
field this wockend in the Detroit-area Goldon
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Gloves somitinals Saturday at Dearborn Ford-
son High School. The finals will be held Satur-
day, March 12, at Oskiand Communlty College.
(Story on Page 2C).

Wrestling with ethics
and assistant principals

people .

hockey, it's the same thing: Hurt 1 guy.
“Where's be bandeged? Hurt him
there. Put the quarterback out of the
game and we'll win,
“Hey, we've llved on that philosophy
for how many years now? It'a
‘l’l’?n Indecent, But it's what they're
olng,
“I watched matches all day yester-
day (last Saturday at the Hazel Park
Regional). I watched people I've knawn
for a long time. Thelr sons were wres.
tllng. If there was a bandege on (an op-
ponant’s) arm, sometimes the father'd
yell, ‘Pull on his arm! Pull on bis arm!"
°1 Just don't know what's happened to
people.”
Well, Erlc, you could always plead
insanity — thelrs, nol yours,
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coach had {ire ia his eyes and yelled,

MAYBE IT WAS the words “glrls
basketball” which woke me from my &
a.m. stupor Monday,

The old Sony Digamatic had fust
clicked on and 30me woman was talk.
ing about her daughter's elementary
schoal glrls* basketball team.

‘The program was called “Polnt of
View.” It was the statfon’s attempt to
give John/Jane Q. a chance to alr his/
ber viewa over 50,000 watts, sort of an
electronic letter to the edltor.

The woman became concerned while
witnessing the basketball game be
cause most of (he litle girls, her
daughter Included, seemed to be ex-
hausted after just one trip down the
court.

An assistant princlpal had the an-
swer: Because of money problems, all
the physieal education teachers had
been fired. No phys-ed teachers, no
phys-ed classcs,

That's when the woman became up-
set,

Fortunately, "Polnt of View™ was re-
broadcast at a more reasonable hour,
&nd I was able to copy her words.

“But we still have teachers,” she

sald, presumably (o the assistant prin. |

cipal. “Since all elementary teachers
are required to have physical education
a3 part of their training, I thought they
should be teaching it,

“We are aware that fitness of the
body has 2 great deal to do with learn-
ing and llfe success in general,

“Schools which cannot afford a spe-
cialist still should have a planned phys-
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