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North Farmington's Ray Boyle (22) couldn't stop
Southlicld's Michae! McCaskill trom getting oft

thia shot during the district cha
Friday. Southticld won, 87-64.

RANDY BORST/atall photographoe

mpionship game

By Tom Baar
slatf writer

The followlng conversation was
overheard in Southficld High School's
gymnasilum Friday a few mlnutes be-
fore the Blue Jays were to do battle in
the statc Class A district basketbail
champlonshlp game.

Fan to SHS teacher: *Have you got
another winner?”

SHS teacher to fan; By 25 polnts.”

Not quite, teach. You were two
polnts shy.
Southtield — McCasklll, Walton,

Darden, Kelser, Hart and company —
did Indeed win the contest and thus the
district champlonship, overwhelming a
game North Farmington squad, 87-64.

The victory, the Jays' 21st in 23
slarts this season, means a trip to the
Class A regional tomorrow nlght at
Ferndale High Schoo!.

The loss means an end to a 1012 sca-
son for ilrst-ycar coach Tom Negoshian
and hls North Fnrmington Ralders.

But the old sports saw about the
game being closer than the fInal score

- Indicated, certalnly applled to this out-

ing as far as Southficld

coach Greg
Stiwka was concerned.

“North Farmlngton came to play,”
said Sliwka after the game. “North
Farmington played their butts off, and
it was good for our kids to see that, It

was good for them to see what a 125

percent effort 1ooks like.*

ACTUALLY, THE Jays owe thelr
+ landslide to a very quick start. South-
field clicked off the first ninc potnts be-
fore North's Ray Boyle finally hit a
layup. Southficld had 25 polnts to

North's 13 at quarter's end.

for the Jays, 34 for the Raiders.

Southfield extended the margln to 17
points (47-30), but the second half was
Pplayed on more even terms, 40 points
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Greg Sliwka: “This is our home
cour!. We do a lol of shooting
here. We do have four or five
good shooters,”

And Southfield shot hot, especlally
early in the game, Most Jay shots were
falling early an. Even when they didn't,
there was’ Michael McCaskill Baing
high for the tip In.

McCasklll, "a 6-foot-d scnior . who
could be headed for all-state status, fin-
ished with a team-high 20 Ppoints on a
variety of tips, short Jumpers and a
couple of crowd-pleasing stam dunks,

Jdocy Wallon, a 5.11 sharpshooting
guard, scored 18 points, and Ray
Kelser had 16,

{FyIC

rips

IN. Farmington

The Jays shot 50 percent from the
ficld, taking 74 shots, making 37, North
had far fewer shots, 43, but made 23 of
them for 51 percent. N

“This ts our home court and we do a
lot of shooting here,” said Sliwka when
asked to comment on his team’s exceps
tlonal shooting. -

“We do have four or five good
shooters. You could mention Walton,
Hari, Darden and Kelscr. And I think
MecCaskill's a pretty good shooter, too.
It's just that he's so involved in doing
some many other things for us.”

SOME OF TIHOSE other things:
blocking shots (six agalnst North
Farmington), rebounding (eight) and
dealing out assists (cight),

Barden and Hart combined for 11 pe-
bounds to help McCasklll on the boards,
Southtield held a 34-15 rebounding ad-
vantage.

“We just could't stay with South.
fleld on the boards — the defensive
boards,” Negoshian said, “We don't
have a whole lot of height, sot it's hard
to compete with a team ke that.*

North's Boyle, a 6.2 senior guard
who likes crashing down the lanc and
along the base lne, scored 20 points on
eight field goals and four of five free
throws.

He showed the district fans he could
score by notching 28 in North's win
gvcr clty-rival Farmington Yast Tues.

ay.

Mike Black, Boyle's backcourt maie,
added 12 points, and John Nowak came
off the bench 1o fire in 19, North was
sharp from the free throw line, making
18 of 20,

Southfi

meets  the Sy

Lathrup District winner, cither Bir-
mingham Groves or Lathrup, at 7 p.m
Tuesday at Ferndale. On Wednesday
evening, Rochester plays Ferndale.
The two winners meet for the regional
crown Friday,

By s_topping Groves, 49-45

Lathrup wins district erown

By Tom Baor
stalf wiiter

Smith, a 5-foot-9 senlor guard, led
Lathrup with 15 peints, 8 comlng in the
last quarier. Baxter, a 6.3 Junlor for.

Shooting and
strength were two factors in South-
fleld-Lathrup's 4945 victory over
Brimingham Groves Saturday night In
the final of the state Class A basketball
district at Lathrup.

-Lathrup, now 17-6 on the seasan and
14:2 since the holiday break, will face
city-rival Southiield ai 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day tn the opening round of the Fern-
dale Regional.

Groves, coached by Gary Sharpe,
closes out a 15-7 season,

Lathrup shot a tepid 34 percent (19
of 56) from the floor, but Morrls Baster
and Ron Smith enjoyed hot streaks at
cruclal times to help the Chargers cut-
distance the stubborn Falcons.

- Coach Jim Kourtakis' Lathrup squad
nursed a Lwo-point halitime lead (26-

24} Into a seven-point spread (38-31) af- Gi

ter three quarters.

ward, 10 polnts on five out-
side shots. Scott Shafer and substitute
Vie Miller cach added clght points,

Lathrup maintained a 34-28 rebound-
ing cdge as the 6-4 Shafer pulled down
12, many coming in the fourth quarter
to stymie Groves' comeback efforts.

Senlor forward Curils Campbell
fired in 13 points for Groves, Team-
maie Mark McGrath, the tallest man
on the court at 6-6, had 11, all but one
coning tn the first half,

“The key (o the game was that we
shut down McGrath In the second half,”
Kourtakls sald, “They were trying to
get the ball to hlm, but we denled that
time after time.

“Another key was that we were able
(o malntain a seven- or eight-polnt fead
In the fourth quarter, so that when
Toves made a run at it we still had
that cushion,”

FOUR LATHRUP starters scored in
double figures Wednesday as the
Chargers snuffed out Birmingham
Scaholm's season, 56-43, In the district
semllinals,

Smith led the winners wlith 14 points
on six baskets and two of three free
throws. Shafer and Baxter cach had 11
points and Riley contributed 10.

Shafer, who fouled out of the game,
snatched 11 rebounds to help the
Chargers domlnate the boards,

Brian Nefcy, who hlt for a game-high
21 points, and Jeff Lindsey comblned
for 31 of Seaholm’s 43 polnts. The next
kighest-scoring Maple was Dave
Stucky, who had six.

Seaholm, which closed out a 4-16
record under first-year coach Dan Hic-
key, battled Lathrup to an cight-ali tle
at the quarter. The Chargers jumped to
a 20-14 halftiime tead and then pushed
the advantage to nine polnts {17-28) af-
fer three quarters,

Groves advanced (o the distriet final

by elimlnating Bloomfield Hills Ando-
ver, 74-45, In the other semifinal,
played Thursday at Lathrup.

Groves® two gunners, Campbell and
McGrath, produced 23 and 12 polnts,
respectively. Bryan Wirthlin scored 14
points for Andover, which tralled by
seven (28-21) at halftime, Andover fin.
Ished with a 218 record.

LATIRUL 43— GROVES 4S

UIFIELD-LATHRUP (49) — Curtin Tliley
Shafer 3, 3-8, 8, Ron Smith 3, 4.3, t5;

Siike Carithers ¢, 0.0, 8 Morria Basier 5. 0.0, 1o,
Vie Milte TOTALS: 20,9-19, 45,
BIRM y

90,8 dan 1,04, %
13; Mark McGraih 3, S-tt, 11;
7 'at Walsh 2, 00, 4; Rob Peurarh 0, 0.1, 0
TALS: 17,1122, 49.

TOTAL FOULS — Lathrup 10, Groves 16.
FOULED OUT: McGrath {BG),
LATIIRUP N2 -
GROVES (LT TR

St. Mary’s grounds Christian

St. Patrick's Day isn't untll Thurs-
day, but a group of happy Irishmen
from Royal Oak couldn’t be blamed If
they started celebrating a little carly.

‘The Fightlng Irish of St. Mary’s High
School carned a Class D district basket.
ball ttle and thelr 16th victory thls
season with a 48-43 showlng over host
Southfleld Chrlstian in the district finat
Saturday afternoon.

Coach Dave Sclls' Christlan squad
bas a 17-8 record and a share of the
Mlchigan Independent Athletic Confer-
ence title to show for the 1982-83 sca-

s0n.

St. Mary's led throughout most of the
game, cstablishing a 22-17 halftime
spread. But Christian, using (hree
stralght buckets by senlor Dan Severn,
rallled (o take a 23-22 lead midway
through the third quarter.

But the Eagles could manage just
ore more bucket in the next four min-
utes, and the Irish came back to lead by
nlne (34-25) at the (hree-quarter mark,

Christian rallied agfln in the fourth
4 N K

quarter, but couldn't qulte cateh up.

Only three Christlan playcrs scored.
Severn finished with a game-high 19
points. Teammate Chris Scavey, who
keyed SCS' late comeback with nlne
fourth-quarter polnts, had 16 for the
game, and Doug Dictzman contrlbuted
another eight.

Mose Smith, a 5.8 guard, led St,
Mary's with 15 polnis. Scott Nichols
and Pawl Tolbert cach had 11.

CHRISTIAN NEEDED a big fourth
quarter to overcome Detrolt Bethesda,
« 49-45, in the district semiflnals Thurs.
day night. 5
Tralllng throughout most of the
game, the Southfield squad was down
by eight (39-31) galng nto the flnat
elght minutes, during which Il erupted
((lar 18 points and held the Detroiters to
alx, .
Mike Routledge, a g-foot-1 sentor
‘substitute, was the hero twlce in the fi-
nal qung",en With 2:04 left to play, he

sank two free throws to tle the game at
45. He then pulled SCS ahead to stay by
hitting a short jump shot with 38 sec-
onds left.

Christlan malnsiays Dietzman and
Seavey were keys (o the comeback.
Dietzman notched six of his game-high
17 points in the last guarter, and
Seavey Jogged seven of his 13 In that
stanza,

The €1 Scavey hlt two foul shots
with 418 remaining to pulled the
winners to within two, 43-41, and also
pulled down seven rebounds,

Bethesda's Benfamin  Hammeman,
the tallest player on the court at 6.7,
scored 13 polnts and had 11 rcbounds,
Teammates Matthew Romlne and Pa-
trick Caston, contributed 10 and nlne
polnts, respectively.

Bethesda, which bowed out with an
11-4 averall record, raced to a 21-20
lead alter a run-and-gun flrst quarter
and then raised the lead to six points
{38-32) at the half,

Christian and Bethesda are members

of the same league — the Michigan In-
dependent  Athletlc Conference. They
split a pair of games during the regular
season. In the ather district semi
Thursday, St. Mary's stopped Ana Ar-

. bor Greenhills, 55-41. Nichols tosscd in

18 polnts for the winners.

ST.MARY'S ¢4 — CHRISTIAN 43

ST. MARY'S {48) — Mote Smilh 5, 5-6. 13; Scolt
Nichols 4,
Toldert 4, 3.5, 11; Robert Dexter
TALS: 15,1217, 48,

SFLD. CIAISTIAN {15) — Tim Woll 0, 0.0, 0,
Chris Seavey 4, 8.9, L6; Doug Dietn

Dan Severn$,
Toutledge 0, 6-0,

2, 19, Drian Packer 0, 0.0,D,
0. TOTALS: 17, 9-11, 4.

TOTAL FOULS = Chrislian 12, St. Mary's 11,
FOULED QUT: Nooe,

ST.MARYS LRERESTIREYT
E7LD. CURISTIAN By s g3
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Lalhrup's Mike Carithers puts up a shot duting a recent game.
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