Mom enjoys mixing

f amily with show biz

By Dan Vocchionl
stalt writer

Homemaker Judy Basile leads a
double life.

Somewhere beyond keeplag  her
-Southampton house tidy, driving her
son to and from nursery school, clipp-
ing her springer spanle] and watching
“Sesame Strect” with her daughier,
Baslle pursues a pari-time career as
a singer.

Part-time for Basile translates into
perhaps one night a week performing
with a band at a wedding, party or
bar mitzvah. She admits she has ne
aspirations te become a recording
artlst or 1o travel.

“I'd like ta make a go of it on a
small-scale, nothing huge,” Basile
sald. “Home and hearth are too (m-
portant (o me right now. One of the
good things about this kind of work Is
that 1 can stlll be a full-time mother.
The klds don't know I perform and
don't even miss me. My son thinks I
clean toilets and do laundry for a liv-
[ng."

Baslle, 32, began singing publlcly
after gradvating from Redford Unlon
High Schoo) about 15 years age when
a (riend who was getting married
asked her lo sing at her wedding.
Soon, she was singlng at the weddings
of most of her fricnds and relatives,

I met my husband (Frank, a pipe- broke up a couple of wecks ago and  someone with kids and T've met some World's
fitter) at one of the weddings I sang now I'm calling {rlends and checking  pretiy nlce people.” Most
at,” she said. “In faet, he told me that the want-ads for bands nceding a Respoctod
night that he didn’t like my style of  female singer.” Infant Toys

singlng. That was a great beglnning.”

As It turned out, it was. At the time,
her husband (whom she says can't
slog a note but is a goed ecritlc) was
provlding wedding photography as a
sldeline. He found her a singing en-
gagement with a band for a wedding
and — a star was born,

BASILE BEGAN performing on a

regular basls on weekends, despite

holding full-time posltions — first as
an Insurance underwriter and later as
a dental assistant, She alse weathered

several band breakups. She finally
had to take a kiatus when she and her
husband declded to start o famlly, but
not before glving It ane last try.

“I went on an audition when T was
pregnant the first time,” Baslle re-
membered. “The guys In this band
were around 17 or 18 and probably
never saw a pregnant woman before.
I was not the Image they wanted to
project. Needless 1o say, I didn't get
that Job.”

FallowlIng the birth of her children,
Charlle, now 3, and Abby, 2, Basile
decided to get back to slnging but
{irst had to lose some af the welght
she goined during her pregnancles
(*bands don't really want a female
singer who Is heavy,” she safd), She
finally got back to performing last
year.,

“Belng married with chlldren Is an
advantage,” Basile sald. “The bands
don’t want you young or single. They
want stability. I recently called to au-
diticn for a band and they asked if 1
could go on the road for three months,
When I sald no because § was married
with XIds, they suggested I take the
kids with me. T wasn't willing to do
that,

*Most of the people In this business
are between 25 and 35, but tn the last
band I was with T was the oldest and
they called me ‘grandma.’ That band

Baslle's repertolre conslsts of a va-
rlety of muslc — from Top 40 o '50s
songs and o}d standards, “I give them
what they want,” she said. “1 learn
new songs by readlng sheet music and
listening to records. I'm practleing
and singing around the house alk the
time. My son has cven learned the
words (o some of my songs and will
sing the background vocals when he
hears me rehearsing.”

IN ADDITION to her wedding and

McGruff visits Beechview school

The Farmington Hills Pollce Depart-
ment, In cooperation with the Farming-
ton Hills Parks & Reereatlon Depart-

11l be performls g taklng a different approach to this K .
'g::“;»nr progrfemr&r::engezchvl:wg{ problom by using the twp costumo Alsu'buylng'nll raro" lyplos of coins and [ 10% OFF ALL FABRICS l enior Citizen Sets s Man,, Tues. X —
cmentary School gym at 10 am. March  characters (o get the polnt across. The | P700! Sts, Stamp coltections. TATWork Ann’s Hair Design
16. This program s performed by the ~ PrOSram consists of a short talk on AMERICA'S STAMP 8YOP  WEST o

police departments' mascat, Officer
McGruff, the erime-fighting dog, and
the Parks & Recreation Department's
mascot, Parkey the panda.

Teachlng stranger awareness to
small children can be a problem, How-
ever, the city of Farmington Hills ts

stranger danger by a uniformed police
officer, a 15-mlnute film “Red Light,
Green Light" and a short skit with Par-
key and McGruff.

party engagements, Basile has sung
on a regular basls for the past nine
years at Catholic masses cclebrated
a1t Schooleraft College’s Newman
House, She has also wrliten flve relig-
fous songs that are performed at
Newman masses,

*“I don't play any instruments and
when I've trled to learn It's been Irus.
trating,” Baslle sajd. *When I wrote
the songs, I had to sing them into a
tape recorder and have someone else
help me write them down, Now I al.
ways keep the tape recorder In the
kltchen In case [ want to tape some-
thing, and I can do it even with the
klds tugging at me.”

Basile sald she enjoys the part-ilme
singlng life. She doesn't suffer from
stage fright and likes the opportunity
to wear clothes and makeup she nor-
mally would not wear (although, she
said, she now changes into the outfit
she performs in at the hall after got-
1lng toa many funny looks from peo-
gze eisewhere who thought she might

an older p: .

“I'm kind of old to go all the way to
the top. 1 should have worled harder
and started earller. 1f I started today,
I'd be 40 before It happened,” she
sald. “But It's a good husiness for
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the night she puts it alt behind her, picks up the
microphone and lets her voice take over,
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I's the last semester in school .you've

done the interviewing oit and. lucky vou.

there’'s that job waiting for you in June. !
But that doesn’'t m=an instant weallh

for a guy with college debts to pay. What

it does mean is that you'll be needing !

a car and a new place to live. -

Right now the car is uppermost in your |
mind and the search is serious for you.
Like thousands of young men before you,
you turn to Classified. The Classified
columns are the accepted marketplace
for both new and used automobiles. ..
and you can depend on finding the car
just right for you.
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